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Trump's 'marching orders': Plan military parade 


By Greg Jaffe 
AND Philip Rucker 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s vision of sol¬ 
diers marching and tanks rolling 
down the boulevards of Washing¬ 


ton is moving closer to reality in 
the Pentagon and White House, 
where officials say they have 
begun to plan a grand military 
parade this year showcasing the 
might of America’s armed forces. 

Trump has long mused publicly 
and privately about wanting such 


a parade, but a Jan. 18 meeting 
between Trump and top generals 
in the Pentagon’s tank — a room 
reserved for top secret discus¬ 
sions — marked a tipping point, 
according to two officials briefed 
on the planning. 

Surrounded by the military’s 


highest ranking officials, includ¬ 
ing Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. 
Joe Dunford, Trump’s seemingly 
abstract desire for a parade was 
suddenly heard as a presidential 
directive, the officials said. 

“The marching orders were: 


I want a parade hke the one in 
France,” said an official who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the planning discussions 
are supposed to remain confiden¬ 
tial. “This is being worked at the 
highest levels of the military.” 

SEE PARADE ON PAGE 9 



By Jeff Donn, Desmond Butler 
AND Raphael Satter 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Russian cyberspies 
pursuing the secrets of military drones 
and other sensitive U.S. defense technol¬ 
ogy tricked key contract workers into ex¬ 
posing their email to theft, an Associated 
Press investigation has found. 

What ultimately might have been sto¬ 


len is uncertain, but the hackers clearly 
exploited a national vulnerability in cy¬ 
bersecurity: poorly protected email and 
barely any direct notification to victims. 

The hackers known as Fancy Bear, who 
also intruded in the U.S. election, went 
after at least 87 people working on mih- 
tarized drones, missiles, rockets, stealth 
fighter jets, cloud-computing platforms or 
other sensitive activities, the AP found. 

Employees at small companies and de¬ 


fense giants like Lockheed Martin Corp., 
Raytheon Co., Boeing Co., Airbus Group 
and General Atomics were targeted 
by the hackers. A handful of people in 
Fancy Bear’s sights also worked for trade 
groups, contractors in U.S.-allied coun¬ 
tries or on corporate boards. 

“The programs that they appear to 
target and the people who work on those 
programs are some of the most forward¬ 
leaning, advanced technologies,” said 


Charles Sowell, a former senior adviser 
to the US. Office of the Director of Na¬ 
tional Intelligence, who reviewed the list 
of names for the AP. “And if those pro¬ 
grams are compromised in any way, then 
our competitive advantage and our de¬ 
fense is compromised.” 

“That’s what’s really scary,” added 
Sowell, who was one of the targets. 

SEE HACKERS ON PAGE 8 
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USAF drops re-enlistment bonuses in 17 fields 



Senior Airman Aaron Roper and Airman 1st Class Darren Strange, 
both with the 49th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, perform 
diagnostics at Holloman Air Force Base, N.M., in 2016. The 
Air Force on Tuesday announced the elimination of selective re¬ 
enlistment bonuses for 17 career fields. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

Air Force cryptologic language 
analysts who specialize in Korean 
or Hebrew who are eligible to re¬ 
enlist may want to submit their pa¬ 
perwork now. 

The same goes for airmen in 
more than a dozen Air Force ca¬ 
reer fields about to lose retention 
bonuses that can be as much as 
$90,000. 

The Air Force on Tuesday an¬ 
nounced it was eliminating selec¬ 
tive re-enlistment bonuses for 17 
career fields — including Hebrew 
and Korean cryptologic language 
analysts — and reducing retention 
bonuses for 19 more in fiscal 2018. 

For the first time since 2012, 
airmen assigned to specialty 
codes subject to reduced or elimi¬ 
nated bonuses now have 30 days to 
re-enlist and still get their higher 
bonuses. 

For the past five fiscal years, 
the change to career fields eli¬ 
gible for bonuses was effective 
immediately. 

The Air Force Personnel Center 
posted the list of changes to se¬ 
lective re-enlistment bonuses on 


Tuesday. It shows a total of 89 jobs 
eligible for re-enlistment bonuses, 
up from 80 last year. Twenty-six 
jobs were added, while 20 career 
fields that were already on the list 


J.M. Eddins JR./Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


will see higher bonuses this year. 

AFPC said that reinstating the 
grace period “means airmen in 
Air Force specialty codes being 
reduced or terminated will have 


an opportunity to qualify for the 
selective retention bonus at the 
previous rate.” 

All bonus increases and addi¬ 
tions were effective as of Tuesday, 
while decreases or deletions won’t 
go into effect until March 7, ac¬ 
cording to the AFPC guidance re¬ 
leased on Tuesday. 

The Air Force uses bonuses to 
entice airmen to stay in the ser¬ 
vice and sign another enlistment 
contract in career fields that are 
critically undermanned and those 
requiring experienced airmen. 

Air Force officials said the crite¬ 
ria used to determine fields eligi¬ 
ble for re-enlistment bonuses last 
year included current and project¬ 
ed manning levels, retention levels 
and trends, and the cost of training 
new airmen. 

Jobs for which bonuses were 
eliminated this year include re¬ 
motely piloted aircraft sensor 
operators and RPA maintainers 
for RQ-4 Global Hawks, as well 
as refuelers/maintainers for the 
B-52 and B-2 bombers. While the 
Air Force is also ending bonuses 
for cryptologic language ana¬ 
lysts in Korean and Hebrew, it’s 
adding a bonus for airmen in the 


same career field who specialize 
in Chinese. Bonuses, meanwhile, 
for cryptologic language analysts 
with an expertise in Arabic are 
being reduced. 

Mental health services and fire¬ 
fighting vehicle and equipment 
maintainers are also among the 
jobs where bonuses are being cut. 

Those being added to the list 
include in-flight refuelers, human 
intelligence specialists, special in¬ 
vestigators, dental hygienists and 
pharmacy. 

In some career fields, bonus 
eligibility depends on how many 
years of service an airman has. 
For example, airmen in survival, 
evasion, resistance and escape will 
see higher bonuses if they’ve been 
in the service for between six and 
10 years or 10 and 14 years. 

For a full list of selective reten¬ 
tion bonuses for 2018, go to; 

http://www.afpc.af.mil/Portals/ 

70/documents/08_COMPENSA 

TION/FY18%20Selective%20 

Retention%20Bonus%20Listing 

_180206.pdf?ver=2018-02-06 

-085738-757 


svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 


Combat-injured veterans may be due for a tax refund 


(Newport News, Va.) Daily Press 

The Defense Department this month 
will begin notifying more than 133,000 
combat-injured veterans who may qualify 
for a federal tax refund based on their dis¬ 
ability severance pay. Sen. Mark R. War¬ 
ner, D-Va., said Tuesday. 

That’s because the federal government 
improperly withheld taxes on these pay¬ 
ments for years, said Warner, who co-spon¬ 


sored legislation to address the problem. 

Veterans separated from the military 
after a combat-related injury should not be 
taxed on the one-time lump sum disability 
severance payment they receive from the 
Defense Department, according to federal 
law. 

“However, for years, DOD improperly 
withheld taxes on these payments from 
thousands of qualifying veterans, who were 


typically unaware that their benefits were 
being improperly reduced,” according to a 
news release from Warner’s office. 

He blamed it on a technical glitch in the 
Pentagon’s computer system 
The payments at issue go back to Janu¬ 
ary 1991, Warner said. 

Warner teamed with Sen. John Boozman, 
R-Ark., on legislation requiring the depart¬ 
ment to identify these veterans, determine 


how much they are owed and notify them. 
Eligible veterans will have one year after 
receiving notice from the Defense Depart¬ 
ment to file a claim for the refund. 

Mike Boehme, Virginia commander for 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, urged vet¬ 
erans who receive the notification letter to 
follow the instructions and file an amended 
tax return to receive the refund. 
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Largest overseas 
commissary opens 
at Humphreys 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — The US. military’s larg¬ 
est overseas commissary official¬ 
ly opened for business Wednesday 
at the Eighth Army’s new home 
on the Korean Peninsula. 

The $15.1 million, 89,491- 
square-foot store is four and 
a half times the size of Camp 
Humphreys’ old commissary, 
which had reached its limit in 
supporting a population that has 
ballooned from 7,000 to 26,000 
and will soon peak to more than 
40,000. 

“This is the best commissary 
I’ve ever seen, and I’ve been 
around for a long time,” Eighth 
Army commander Lt. Gen. Mi¬ 
chael Bills said during a ribbon¬ 
cutting ceremony on Wednesday. 
“This is a work of art.” 

As shoppers checked out the 
store for the first time, a taekwon¬ 
do demonstration team kicked 
wooden planks in front of stacks 
of pudding boxes and South Ko¬ 
rean girls in traditional dress 
danced in the aisles. 

The commissary, which re¬ 
sembles many modern stateside 
grocers, features wide aisles, a 
full-service deli and bakery and 
a massive produce section that 
takes up nearly a quarter of the 
building. 

Bills recounted a time 41 years 


This is the best 
commissary I’ve 
ever seen, and 
I’ve been around 
for a long time. ^ 

Lt. Gen. Michael Bills 

Eighth Army commander 


ago when Humphreys was just 
an airstrip and a couple of build¬ 
ings surrounded by rice paddies. 
“If you told Pfc. Bills ... that he 
was standing on what would be 
the largest garrison overseas, he 
would have never believed it,” he 
said. 

The commissary stands along¬ 
side a new post exchange as one of 
the twin anchors to Humphreys’ 
massive $204.5 million down¬ 
town and entertainment complex. 
It’s among the most visible pieces 
of the $10.7 billion construction 
project that fulfills a 2004 agree¬ 
ment between Seoul and Wash¬ 
ington to move the bulk of US. 
forces 40 miles south of Seoul. 

Sgt. 1st Class Darlene Evans, 
who is assigned to the Eighth 
Army with her husband at Hum¬ 
phreys, said it’s “little things” 
like the grocery store and PX that 
make life at the base easier. 

“It makes me feel I was back at 



Photos by Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 

Lt. Gen. Michael Bills, center, leads in a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new commissary at Camp 
Humphreys, South Korea, on Wednesday. 



home,” said the 44-year-old from 
Omaha, Neb. “I found everything 
I needed and then some.” 

Marilyn Tassin, whose hus¬ 
band is stationed at the base, was 
shopping with her 2-year-old son, 
Nicholas, who was riding in a big 
pull wagon. She was one of the 


first people in line for the grand 
opening. 

“The deli is really nice and so 
is the bakery — we didn’t have 
anything like that at the old store, 
and the aisles are a lot bigger,” 
said the 25-year-old from Port¬ 
land, Ore. 

Tassin also said it was nice to 


see workers from the old com¬ 
missary. She high-fived cashiers 
and baggers as she made her way 
through the checkout line. 

“It was nice to see familiar 
faces,” she said. 

f fc hU7m a'tx u's@s t"n pes. com 

Twitter: (amarcusfichti 


Army vessel becomes third LSV to operate out of Hawaii 



Wyatt OLSON/Stars and Stripes 


USAV General Brehon B. Somervell, a logistics support vessel, 
received a Hawaiian blessing during a dock-side ceremony at Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, on Tuesday. 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

JOINT BASE PEARL HAR¬ 
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — With 
the offering of a traditional Ha¬ 
waiian blessing Tuesday, the lat¬ 
est addition to the Army’s Hawaii 
maritime fleet is now expected to 
enhance the region’s readiness. 

US. Army Vessel General Bre¬ 
hon B. Somervell becomes the 
third logistics support vessel, or 
LSV, to operate out of this Navy 
base. 

“The addition of this vessel al¬ 
lows us greater flexibility to meet 
the needs of the very complex 
region,” said Maj. Gen. Susan 
Davidson, commander of the 8th 
Theater Sustainment Command, 
during a ceremony in the open- 
air cargo area of the 273-foot 
vessel. 

“In moving the Somervell here, 
US. Pacific Command has truly 
gained a strategic asset,” she said. 
“When it comes to getting equip¬ 
ment from one place to another 
in the Pacific, almost everything 
requires strategic lift. You cannot 


drive from the Republic of Korea 
to mainland Japan, or from Ha¬ 
waii to Okinawa.” 

As is often done with the com¬ 
pletion of construction or acquir¬ 
ing new equipment in Hawaii, a 
traditional blessing was offered 


by a local kahu, or pastor. 

“When ancient Hawaiians took 
long journeys across the region 
for sustainment missions, they 
blessed their craft to embark,” 
Davidson said. “We are honored 
to follow that tradition.” 


The Somervell was formerly as¬ 
signed to a Reserve unit in Wash¬ 
ington but was transferred to 
Hawaii in August. In the months 
since then, the ship’s crew has 
been assigned and trained. 

Davidson said it was a yearlong 
effort to convince the Army that a 
third LSV, the largest type vessel 
in the Army’s fleet, should come 
to Hawaii. 

“When there are only eight in 
the entire Army, and you already 
have two, you need to be very de¬ 
tailed and accurate in your argu¬ 
ment,” she said. 

Its reassignment here “symbol¬ 
izes an investment in the region 
by our nation,” she said. 

It joins the USAV Harold C. 
Clinger and USAV Lt. General 
William B. Bunker. The ships 
are used to support the Army’s 
Pacific Pathways, as well as the 
exercises Balikatan in the Phil¬ 
ippines, Orient Shield in Japan 
and Rim of the Pacific in Hawaii. 
They also regularly deliver troops 
and equipment throughout the 
Hawaiian Islands, particularly to 
the Pohakuloa Training Area on 


the Big Island. 

The Somervell, named for the 
general in charge of Army lo¬ 
gistics during World War II, can 
carry 24 M1A2 tanks and up to 
2,000 tons. The ship has a crew 
of 31. 

Its flat bottom makes it ideal for 
loading and unloading in places 
where ships with a deeper draft 
cannot go. However, the design 
can make for a bumpy ride in the 
high seas. 

“Normal boats kind of cut 
through the water,” said Staff Sgt. 
Jonathan Hale, a crewmember 
who was on the ship for the two- 
week cruise from Washington to 
Hawaii. “This has a flat bottom, 
so we ride the waves. I equate it to 
like hitting some potholes on the 
ground.” 

Davidson said she was proud of 
the Army’s mariners, who toil in 
a part of the Army “that so many 
know so little about.” 

“This is a job that is often de¬ 
scribed as the best kept secret in 
the Army,” she said. 

olson.wyatt@strlpes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 
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N. Korean leader to send sister to Olympics 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un is 
planning to send his sister as part 
of a high-level delegation to the 
Olympics on Friday, which would 
make her the first member of the 
ruling family to visit the South 
since the 1950-53 Korean War. 

The decision, which was com¬ 
plicated by the fact that she has 
been blacklisted by the United 
States, came as Vice President 
Mike Pence announced plans to 
unveil the “toughest and most ag¬ 
gressive” sanctions against the 
North in coming days. 

The North informed South 
Korea that Kim Yo Jong, who was 
promoted to a powerful post with¬ 
in the country’s ruling party last 
year, would accompany the cer¬ 
emonial head of state Kim Yong 
Nam to the games, the Unification 
Ministry said Wednesday. 

It’s the latest in a series of sur¬ 
prising moves set in motion when 
Kim Jong Un announced in his 
New Year’s address that the North 
may participate in the Olympics, 
which begin Friday in the resort 
town of Pyeongchang on the di¬ 
vided peninsula. 

The news immediately drew 
comparisons with President Don- 



Courtesy of Korean Central News Agency 


North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un, right, plans to send 
his sister, Kim Yo Jong, to 
Pyeongchang as part of a 
delegation to the Olympics. 

aid Trump’s daughter Ivanka, who 
also will be at the Olympics. 

“Ivanka/Yo-Jong sideline. Let’s 
do this!” John Delury, a Seoul- 
based expert on North Korea, 
said in a tweet. 

South Korea’s presidential of¬ 
fice welcomed the decision to send 
Kim’s sister and other high-level 
officials, which adds to its hopes 
that the international competition 
will be a springboard to broader 
dialogue over the North’s nuclear 
weapons program. 


“We believe that sending these 
delegates shows North Korea’s 
will to ease tensions on the Ko¬ 
rean peninsula and to celebrate 
the Winter Olympic games,” 
spokesman Kim Eui-kyeom told 
reporters. 

But the situation threatened to 
cause a new rift with the United 
States, which added Kim Yo Jong, 
28, who runs the Workers’ Party 
propaganda and agitation depart¬ 
ment, to Treasury Department 
sanctions last year aimed at pun¬ 
ishing the North for human rights 
abuses and censorship. 

Choe Hwi, another delegate on 
the list sent Wednesday by the 
North Koreans, faces U.N. Secu¬ 
rity Council sanctions, including 
a travel ban. They were imposed 
as part of efforts to punish the re¬ 
gime for its banned nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. 

The delegation also includes Ri 
Son Gwon, the head of the state 
agency in charge of inter-Korean 
affairs, as the third ranking mem¬ 
ber, the ministry said. 

Government officials said they 
were consulting with the United 
States and the Security Coun¬ 
cil to make sure there were no 
sanctions-related problems. The 
Yonhap News Agency quoted one 
source as saying there was time 
to make a decision since the del¬ 


egation isn’t due to arrive until 
Friday. 

The U.S. Embassy in Seoul said 
Washington is aware of the North 
Korean decision, but it had noth¬ 
ing to share at this point. 

The U.S. had no immediate 
comment. 

North Korea has 22 athletes 
competing in the Olympics along 
with performing artists and 
cheerleaders. The arrangements 
already have required compli¬ 
cated discussions on everything 
from whether the North Koreans 
should get to keep hockey sticks, 
pricey smartphones and Ameri¬ 
can uniforms like the other com¬ 
petitors. They can’t. 

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in has expressed hope that 
North Korea’s peaceful participa¬ 
tion in the Olympics will extend 
to talks after the games with the 
United States and other allies 
after months of missile and nucle¬ 
ar tests that prompted fears of a 
new conflict. 

Critics say the North is hoping 
to use the international spotlight 
on the games to boost its image 
and reverse the recent wave of 
diplomatic isolation and punishing 
economic sanctions that experts 
believe are beginning to bite. 

Trump, who has traded per¬ 
sonal insults and threats with 


the North Korean leader, has 
welcomed the Olympics partici¬ 
pation but vowed to maintain his 
maximum pressure campaign of 
isolating the regime. 

Pence, who will travel to South 
Korea on Thursday to lead the 
U.S. delegation to the Olympics, 
said the United States is prepar¬ 
ing to announce even tougher 
sanctions in coming days. 

“The United States of America 
will soon unveil the toughest and 
most aggressive round of econom¬ 
ic sanctions on North Korea ever 
— and we will continue to isolate 
North Korea until it abandons its 
nuclear and ballistic missile pro¬ 
grams once and for all,” he said 
during a stopover in Japan. 

The two Koreas remain tech¬ 
nically at war after the 1950-53 
conflict ended in an armistice 
instead of a peace treaty. The 
United States, which backed the 
South in the war, maintains about 
28,500 servicemembers on the 
peninsula. 

Washington agreed to delay an¬ 
nual war games with the South 
until after the Olympics and sub¬ 
sequent Paralympics in a nod to 
the North, which considers the 
military exercises a rehearsal for 
an invasion. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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'The Lone Sailor' 
frozen in time for 
Hokkaido snow fest 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

Servicemembers sculpted a 
replica of the Navy’s iconic “Lone 
Sailor” statue out of snow for this 
year’s Sapporo Snow Festival in 
Hokkaido, Japan. 

An 11-person team from Naval 
Air Facility Misawa began the 
sculpture on Jan. 29 by chipping 
away at a massive block of com¬ 
pacted snow at Odori Park in the 
heart of Sapporo. Snow-sculpture 
teams from around the world 
take part in the popular annual 
festival, which began Monday 
and runs through Feb. 12. 

“We chose this statue be¬ 
cause it represents something 
that every sailor goes through at 
some point in their career,” Chief 
Petty Officer Frank Ring said in 
a Navy statement. “At some point 
when a sailor is far from home, 
or they rotate to a new command, 
they have a moment where they 
must rise to meet the challenges 
of being a United States sailor.” 

An unseasonably warm second 



Kyle Antrobus works on Naval 
Air Facility Misawa’s sculpture. 


day of construction caused the 
Navy’s sculpture to collapse. The 
sailors responded by arriving to 
work hours before other teams 
and sculpting well into the eve¬ 
nings to meet the Feb. 4 deadline. 

This is the 35th year that Mi¬ 
sawa sailors have participated in 
the festival. Past sculptures have 
included an aircraft carrier, a sur¬ 
face warfare pin, the fighting bee 
of the Seabees and a Navy diver. 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
Twitter: @LeonCookl2 




Above: Sailors from Naval 
Air Facility Misawa work on a 
sculpture on Jan. 31 for the 
69th annual Sapporo Snow 
Festival in Hokkaido, Japan. 


Left: Chief Alberto Martinez of 
the guided-missile destroyer 
USS Mustin poses with Naval Air 
Facility Misawa's snow festival. 

Photos by Samuel Bacon 

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Watch as the snow block starts 
to take shape 

stripes.com/go/snowsailor 
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Photos by Alyssa WEEKs/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

Members of the Djibouti coast guard search a ship’s lower deck during a Cutlass Express drill Monday 
near Djibouti. 


Exercise targets piracy 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

A U.S.-led exercise aimed at 
helping East African and Indian 
Ocean nations thwart piracy, il¬ 
legal fishing and other seaborne 
crimes is set to end Thursday. 

The 16 participating countries 
worked together to spot, raid and 
search suspicious ships during 
simulations near Djibouti and 
Seychelles in the weeklong Cut¬ 
lass Express. U.S. African Com¬ 
mand and the Navy’s 6th Fleet 
hosted the exercise. 

“Today we see cooperation 
between countries with diverse 
foreign policies unified around 
the common theme of maritime 
security,” J. Alexander Hamilton, 
U.S. deputy chief of mission in 
Djibouti, said in a statement. 

Cutlass is one of three yearly 
exercises designed to strengthen 
cooperative policing in waters 
where criminal activity is a con¬ 
stant problem, especially near 
vital shipping routes. The other 
two exercises are Obangame Ex¬ 
press in West Africa and Phoenix 
Express in the Mediterranean. 

Better policing protects U.S. 
goods from going in an out of 
African waters but also curtails 
drug smuggling, human traffick¬ 
ing and other crimes that can 
spur corruption and fund extrem¬ 
ists, said Christopher Jasparro, 
national security affairs profes¬ 
sor at the Naval War College. 

Working together with East 
African nations also helps secure 
military and commercial access 
to regional ports and seaways, 
blocking China and other adver¬ 
saries from courting these coun¬ 
tries, he said. 

“This has become more impor¬ 
tant recently as China and other 
nations expand their naval opera¬ 
tion and presence into the Indian 
Ocean,” Jasparro said. 

Besides the United States, 
participating countries in Cut¬ 
less Express were: Australia, 
Canada, Comoros, Denmark, 
Djibouti, France, Kenya, Mada¬ 
gascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, 
Seychelles, Somalia, the Nether¬ 
lands, Tanzania and Turkey. 

This year, countries with op¬ 
eration centers all used the Sea- 



Members of the Djiboutian navy prepare to board a ship during 
Cutlass Express on Tuesday. 



A member of the Djiboutian navy simulates an arrest aboard a ship 
on Tuesday near Djibouti. 

Vision 2.0 computer program, ring on the ocean. 
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Navy seeks delay 
of shock test for 
costliest carrier 


By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mat¬ 
hs is weighing a Navy request 
to delay for at least six years the 
shock testing intended to de¬ 
termine how well its new $12.9 
billion aircraft carrier could 
withstand attack. 

The decision pits the Navy’s 
push to have an 11-carrier fleet 
ready to deploy as soon as pos¬ 
sible against warnings from the 
Pentagon’s testing office that the 
USS Gerald R. Ford shouldn’t be 
deployed for initial combat duty 
until it’s gone through the tests, 
which involve setting off under¬ 
water charges to check the resil¬ 
ience of a ship’s key systems. 

Mattis’ decision will be an in¬ 
dication of how he balances the 
need for rigorous weapons testing 
against delivering on his national 
defense strategy, which calls for 
deploying a more lethal force. 
In its proposed budget for fiscal 
2019, the Navy removed fund¬ 
ing for the test, which had been 
scheduled to start late next year. 

The Ford is now scheduled to 
be ready for initial combat duty 
in 2022. The service wants to put 
off the shock testing and do it on 
the second carrier in the new 
class, the USS John F. Kennedy, 
which is scheduled for delivery in 
September 2024. 

In a shock trial, a crew is on 
board, and the test isn’t intended 
to damage equipment. The results 
are used to judge vulnerabilities 
and design changes that may be 
needed. 

“There are four mqjor new sys¬ 
tems on this aircraft carrier” for 
launching and landing aircraft, 
detecting aircraft and missiles 
and moving ordnance in eleva¬ 
tors from deep inside the vessel, 
Robert Behler, the Pentagon’s 
new chief of testing said in an in¬ 
terview. “I think we have to know 
if those systems continue to work 
in a combat environment,” he 
said, but the decision of whether 
the shock tests occur next year 
“is not mine to make.” 

Asked about Mattis’ review of 
the issue. Navy Cmdr. Patrick 
Evans, a Pentagon spokesman, 
said in an email, “Secretary Mat¬ 
tis will respond directly to the 
Navy when he makes a decision.” 

President Donald Trump 
promised the ‘T2-carrier Navy 
we need” as he stood on the Ford’s 
vast deck during a visit in March 
2017 to Newport News, Va., where 
Huntington Ingalls Industries 
Inc. built the ship. 

Two more ships in the Ford 
class, the Kennedy and Enter¬ 
prise, are part of the program 
that’s now estimated to cost $45.7 
billion. That includes $2.8 billion 
for the vessels’ electromagnetic 



Cat CAMPBELL/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


A sailor directs aircraft on the 
USS Gerald R. Ford last month. 

launch system. An older carrier, 
the USS Nimitz, is scheduled for 
retirement in the next decade. 

Capt. Danny Hernandez, a 
Navy acquisitions spokesman, 
said in an email that “internal 
discussions on Full Ship Shock 
Trials” continue “as we look at 
the technical and programmatic 
aspects.” He wouldn’t discuss the 
Navy’s fiscal 2019 budget plans. 

Through late January, Her¬ 
nandez said, the Ford “conducted 
over 700 catapult launches” and 
landings, including more than 100 
launches and recoveries in one 
day on two separate occasions. 

But Behler cited concerns 
about the survivability of key sys¬ 
tems on the Ford carrier, which 
is designated CVN-78, in a memo 
to Mattis last month accompany¬ 
ing his annual report on m^or 
weapons systems. He echoed is¬ 
sues raised by his predecessor 
Michael Gilmore. 

“The CVN-78 is making prog¬ 
ress, however, reliability of the 
newly designed catapults, arrest¬ 
ing gear, weapons elevators and 
radar, which are all critical for 
flight operations, have the poten¬ 
tial to limit the CVN-78 ability to 
generate sorties,” Behler wrote. 
“Additionally, the survivability of 
these newly designed systems re¬ 
mains unknown until the CVN-78 
undergoes full ship shock trials.” 

Citing all of the technical set¬ 
backs that delayed the official 
delivery of the carrier from Sep¬ 
tember 2014 to May 2017, Behler 
said in his annual report that “it 
is clear that the need to conduct” 
the shock tests “has not been a 
factor delaying the ship’s first 
deployment.” 

The Navy probably will still 
need to spend as much as $780 
million to finish deferred work, 
correct deficiencies and conduct 
the Pentagon-mandated shock 
test and other outfitting, the Gov¬ 
ernment Accountability Office 
said in a July report. 
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Military senior misconduct faces new scrutiny 


Number of cases of senior official misconduct 
completed by investigative office 

The graphic shows the number of investigations of senior military official misconduct broken down by 
investigative office. The Army Inspector General conducts the largest number of the investigations, 
which is in line with the service’s larger senior official population. The statistics were part of a report 
on senior leader misconduct presented Wednesday to a House Armed Services Committee subpanel 
on military personnel. 



Number of Investigations by Fiscal Year 

Total 


2013 

2014 

2015 

2016 

2017 

Air Force 

54 

75 

60 

31 

27 

247 

Army 

141 

117 

114 

61 

63 

496 

Defense Agencies 

22 

10 

16 

33 

28 

109 

Joint Command/COCOM 

3 

7 

5 

1 

4 

20 

Marine Corps 

7 

5 

7 

4 

3 

26 

Navy 

23 

21 

20 

25 

30 

119 

DoD OIG 

27 

28 

20 

3 

6 

84 

Total 

277 

263 

242 

158 

161 

1101 


Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Defense 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — In a wide- 
ranging congressional hearing 
covering a slew of senior military 
misconduct problems, Rep. Jackie 
Speier held up the latest headline 
story in a newspaper that detailed 
claims from female victims of in¬ 
appropriate sexual behavior from 
a superior. 

This time, the claims were 
against a Marine Corps officer, 
M^. David Cheeks, who has de¬ 
nied the accusations, according to 
the USAToday report. 

Speier, the ranking California 
Democrat for a House Armed 
Services subpanel that held the 
hearing, took direct aim at the 
Marine Corps assistant comman¬ 
dant who testified Wednesday 
that the service has launched a 
new inquiry into the matter. 

“If you’ve heard anything from 
the members of Congress over 
the last few months, we believe 
the women,” Speier said. “I think 
we have a huge problem. We have 
a huge problem in our academies 
and we have a huge problem in 
our services. That isn’t even get¬ 
ting to the issue of sexual assault. 
That’s the issue of sexual ha¬ 
rassment. I think we’ve got to do 
something dramatic to shift the 
culture.” 

The comments came near the 
close of extended testimony from 
military leaders before the House 
Armed Services subcommittee 
on military personnel and zeroed 
in on the current trends, preven¬ 
tion and accountability efforts 
for senior misconduct complaints 


ranging from ethics violations 
to theft to sexual assault. Senior 
military officers include the rank 
of 0-7 and above. 

Several lawmakers on the panel 
and military leaders said while 
misconduct complaints continue, 
they still comprise a small minor¬ 
ity of the military. 

“While one incident of senior 
leader misconduct is too many, it 
is important to acknowledge that 
the vast majority of senior leaders 
serve with distinction,” said Rep. 
Mike Coffman, R-Colo., chairman 
of the subpanel. However, “mili¬ 
tary leadership must continue 
to ensure that all senior leaders 
uphold the highest standards of 
ethical conduct, and when senior 
leaders fall short, they must be 
held appropriately accountable.” 

Two hearing panels of service 
inspector generals and vice chairs 
told the committee Wednesday 
that they’ve seen significant 
progress addressing a slew of se¬ 
nior misconduct complaints that 
peaked in recent years, but plen¬ 
ty of work remains to finally get a 
handle on the problem. 

For example, a Department of 
Defense Inspector General re¬ 
port presented at the hearing said 
the number of documented com¬ 
plaints of senior misconduct dra¬ 
matically increased from 2008 
to 2012, but has stabilized since 
then. And since 2013, the services 
have seen 1,000 such complaints, 
with the Army claiming the larg¬ 
est share of those at nearly 500. 

“We do acknowledge problems 
exist,” said Lt. Gen. David E. 
Quantock, the Army’s Inspec¬ 
tor General. But “while recent 


headlines on Army senior leader 
misconduct give the appearance 
of widespread misbehavior, the 
truth is most transgressions are 
technical violations committed 
by a very small minority.” 

Quantock said the most com¬ 
mon confirmed complaints in¬ 
volving general officers are 
misuse of government resources, 
failure to follow regulations and 
failure to take action. Such claims 
involving inappropriate relations 
or sexual misconduct during the 
last decade involve less than one 
percent of the Army officers. 

The top allegation, however, 
remains whistleblower reprisal. 


he said, which sees a low rate of 
being proven true. 

To prevent future misconduct, 
several measures are in place, 
from specialized training for 
new senior officials to boosting 
investigative efforts and data col¬ 
lection, the military leaders said. 
For example, the Army will be 
installing a new General Offi¬ 
cer Readiness program late this 
spring that will also translate into 
lowered rates of misconduct, said 
Gen. James McConville, the Ar¬ 
my’s Vice Chief of Staff 

As for the Cheek case, Gen. 
Glenn Walters, assistant com¬ 
mandant of the Marine Corps, 


said the service learned Mon¬ 
day night about a new complaint 
in the case, which dates back to 
2013. A new victim came forward 
last year and now two women who 
have filed claims against Cheek 
said the service did nothing to ad¬ 
dress their concerns. 

“We have our lawyers looking 
into it and they are actually with 
the complainant right now work¬ 
ing up the mitigation plan,” he 
said. “One of the problems is get¬ 
ting people to report and having 
trust in the system.” 

grisales.claudla@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Soldier accused of groping, 
taking graphic photos of woman 


Freight train killed soldier 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Prosecutors 
on Monday charged a Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord soldier with sec¬ 
ond-degree rape, accusing him 
of taking explicit photographs 
and groping a woman after she 
passed out at the end of a night of 
heavy drinking. 

Prosecutors said David Robert 
Vigil, 33, assaulted his victim at 
about 2 a.m. Sunday after he, she 
and her husband had returned 
to the couple’s home in Tacoma, 
where Vigil often stayed in a 
spare bedroom following nights 
of drinking. The rape charge was 
outlined in a document signed by 
Erica Eggertsen, a deputy pros¬ 
ecuting attorney for Pierce Coun¬ 
ty, Wash. 

Pierce County jail documents 
show Vigil additionally faces a 
felony count of voyeurism. Egg¬ 
ertsen wrote other charges could 
be added in her report. 

A spokesman at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord confirmed Vigil 
was a soldier stationed at the post 


near Tacoma, but additional in¬ 
formation, including his rank and 
assigned unit, were not available 
Wednesday. 

Vigil remained in jail Wednes¬ 
day and is scheduled to face trail 
March 28, according to court 
documents. 

The victim told police that she 
was awakened suddenly Sun¬ 
day morning as Vigil groped her 
genitals, according to the charg¬ 
ing document. The woman said 
her pants and underwear had 
been pulled down to her knees 
and Vigil had been taking photo¬ 
graphs with his cell phone. 

Vigil denied the assault oc¬ 
curred, according to the charging 
documents, claiming the victim 
hallucinated the incident after 
drinking and consuming pre¬ 
scription drugs. 

The soldier admitted to drink¬ 
ing heavily throughout the eve¬ 
ning, telling investigators that he 
had three to four glasses of wine, 
three to four glasses of whisky, a 
glass of rum and another mixed 
drink. He said the alleged victim 


fell asleep on the couch and he 
shook her to wake her up so she 
could go to her bedroom, but she 
began yelling at him and asking 
to look at his phone. 

The victim’s husband told in¬ 
vestigators that he rushed down¬ 
stairs to the living room after 
hearing his wife scream “he as¬ 
saulted me,” according to the 
charging document. The husband 
described Vigil as “looking terri¬ 
fied” and said he “kept saying he 
was sorry.” 

The husband demanded to see 
Vigil’s phone and noticed the two 
most recent photographs were 
marked to be deleted. He told in¬ 
vestigators that he could not de¬ 
termine what was photographed 
and returned the phone to Vigil 
before demanding he leave the 
house. 

Prosecutors said the investi¬ 
gation was ongoing and would 
include an examination of Vigil’s 
phone. 

Dickstein.corey@strlpes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


By Martin Egnash And 
Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany 
— A U.S. soldier deployed to the 
Joint Multinational Readiness 
Center whose body was found on 
Monday was walking on railway 
tracks when he was hit and killed 
by a freight train early Monday 
morning, German police said. 

The body of 1st Sgt. Nicholas 
S. Amsberry was found between 
Beratzhausen and Parsberg, 
about 10 miles from Hohenfels, 
headquarters of the training cen¬ 
ter. Albert Brueck, spokesman 
for the Oberpfalz police, said on 
Wednesday that authorities inter¬ 


viewed the train driver and be¬ 
lieve that Amsberry’s death was 
an accident. Brueck said police 
had ruled out foul play or suicide. 

Amsberry, 34, was on a nine- 
month deployment to the JMRC 
in support of operation Atlantic 
Resolve. The Mesa, Ariz., native 
was assigned to the 1st Battal¬ 
ion, 18th Infantry Regiment, 2nd 
Armored Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Infantry Division, out of Fort 
Riley, Kan. 

The Army originally reported 
that Amsberry’s body was found 
on Sunday. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
kioeckner.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 


Dr. med. Peter v. Seek 

... welcomes you to Wiesbaden! 
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Hackers: Espionage could help Russia catch up with the US 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The AP identified the defense 
and security targets from about 
19,000 lines of email phishing data 
created by hackers and collected 
by the U.S.-based cybersecurity 
company Secureworks, which 
calls the hackers Iron Twilight. 
The data is partial and extends 
only from March 2015 to May 
2016. Of 87 scientists, engineers, 
managers and others, 31 agreed 
to be interviewed by the AP. 

Most of the targets’ work was 
classified. Yet as many as 40 
percent of them clicked on the 
hackers’ phishing links, the AP 
analysis indicates. That was the 
first step in potentially opening 
their personal email accounts or 
computer files to data theft by the 
digital spies. 

James Poss, who ran a partner¬ 
ship doing drone research for the 
Federal Aviation Administration, 
was about to catch a taxi to the 
2015 Paris Air Show when what 
appeared to be a Google security 
alert materialized in his inbox. 
Distracted, he moved his cursor 
to the blue prompt on his laptop. 

“I clicked on it and instantly 
knew that I had been had,” the 
retired Air Force m^jor general 
said. Poss said he realized his 
mistake before entering his cre¬ 
dentials, which would have ex¬ 
posed his email to the hackers. 

Hackers predominantly tar¬ 
geted personal Gmail, with a few 
corporate accounts mixed in. 

Personal accounts can convey 
snippets of classified information, 
whether through carelessness or 
expediency. They also can lead 
to other more valuable targets or 
carry embarrassing personal de¬ 
tails that can be used for black¬ 
mail or to recruit spies. 

Drone consultant Keven Gam- 
bold, a hacking target himself, 
said the espionage could help 
Russia catch up with the Ameri¬ 
cans. “This would allow them to 
leapfrog years of hard-won expe¬ 
rience,” he said. 

He said his own company is so 
worried about hacking that “we’ve 
almost gone back in time to use 
stand-alone systems if we’re pro¬ 
cessing client proprietary data 

— we’re FedEx’ing hard drives 
around.” 

The AP has previously reported 
on Fancy Bear’s attempts to break 
into the Gmail accounts of Hillary 
Clinton’s presidential campaign, 
American national security of¬ 
ficials, journalists, and Kremlin 
critics and adversaries around 
the world. U.S. intelligence agen¬ 
cies have concluded the hack¬ 
ers worked for the Kremlin and 
stole U.S. campaign email to tilt 
the 2016 election toward Donald 
Trump. 

The hackers clearly had broader 
aims. Fifteen of the targets identi¬ 
fied by the AP worked on drones 

— the largest group of weapons 
specialists. 

Countries such as Russia are 
racing to make better drones as 
the remote-control aircraft have 
moved to the forefront of modern 
warfare. They can fire missiles, 
hunt down adversaries, or secret¬ 
ly monitor targets for days — all 
while keeping human pilots safely 
behind computer controls. 

The U.S. Air Force now needs 



Rogelio V. Solis/AP 


Retired Air Force Maj. Gen. 
James Poss’ Gmail was nearly 
compromised in a phishing 
attempt. 

more pilots for drones than for 
any other type of aircraft, a train¬ 
ing official said last year. Drones 
will lead growth in the aerospace 
industry over the next decade, 
with military uses driving the 
boom, the Teal Group predicted 
in November. 

So far, though, Russia has noth¬ 
ing that compares with the new- 
generation U.S. Reaper, which has 
been called “the most feared” U.S. 
drone. General Atomics’ 5,000- 
pound mega-drone can fly more 
than 1,000 miles to deliver Hell- 
fire missiles and smart bombs. It 
has seen action in Afghanistan, 
Iraq and Syria. 

The hackers went after General 
Atomics, targeting a drone sensor 
specialist. He did not respond to 
requests for comment. 

They also made a run at the 
Gmail account of Michael Buet, 
an electronics engineer who has 
worked on ultra-durable batteries 
and high-altitude drones for Sun- 
Condor, a small South Carolina 
company owned by Star Technol¬ 
ogy and Research. Such machines 
could be a useful surveillance tool 
for a country like Russia, with its 
global military engagements and 
vast domestic border frontier. 

“This bird is quite unique,” said 
Buet. “It can fly at 62,000 feet and 
doesn’t land for five years.” 

The Russians also appeared 
eager to catch up in space, once 
an arena for Cold War competi¬ 
tion in the race for the moon. They 
seemed to be carefully eyeing the 
X-37B, an American unmanned 
space plane that looks like a min¬ 
iature shuttle but is shrouded in 
secrecy. 

In a reference to an X-37B flight 
in May 2015, Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin 
invoked the vehicle as evidence 
that his country’s space program 
was faltering. “The United States 
is pushing ahead,” he warned 
Russian lawmakers. 

Less than two weeks later. 
Fancy Bear tried to penetrate 
the Gmail account of a senior 
engineer on the X-37B project at 
Boeing. 

Fancy Bear has also tried to 
hack into the emails of several 
members of the Arlington, Va.- 
based Aerospace Industries As¬ 
sociation, including its president. 


former Army Secretary Eric Fan¬ 
ning. It went after Lt. Gen. Mark 
Shackelford, who has served in 
the military and aerospace indus¬ 
try as a corporate board member. 
He has been involved with mqjor 
weapons and space programs 
such as SpaceX, the reusable or¬ 
bital rocket company founded 
by billionaire tech entrepreneur 
Elon Musk. 

Along another path, the hack¬ 
ers chased people who work on 
cloud-based services, the off-site 
computer networks that enable 
collaborators to easily access and 
juggle data. 

In 2013, the CIA signed a $600 
million deal with web giant Ama¬ 
zon to build a system to share 
secure data across the U.S. intel¬ 
ligence community. Other spy 
services followed, and the gov¬ 
ernment cleared them last year to 
move classified data to the cloud 
at the “secret” level — a step 
below the nation’s most sensitive 
information. 

Fancy Bear’s target list sug¬ 
gests the Russians have noticed 
these developments. 

The hackers tried to get into 
the Gmail accounts of a cloud 
compliance officer at Palantir 
and a manager of cloud platform 
operations at SAP National Secu¬ 
rity Services, two companies that 
do extensive government work. 
Another target was at Mellanox 
Federal Systems, which helps 
the government with high-speed 
storage networks, data analysis 
and cloud computing. Its clients 
include the FBI and other intelli¬ 
gence agencies. 

Of the 31 targets reached by the 
AP, just one got any warning from 


U.S. officials. 

“They said we have a Fancy 
Bear issue we need to talk about,” 
said security consultant Bill Da¬ 
vidson. He said an Air Force cy¬ 
bersecurity investigator inspected 
his computer shortly after the 
2015 phishing attempt but found 
no sign that it succeeded. He be¬ 
lieves he was contacted because 
his name was recognized at the 
Air Force Office of Special Inves¬ 
tigations, where he used to work. 

The FBI declined to give on- 
the-record details of its response 
to this Russian operation. Agency 
spokeswoman Jillian Stickels said 
the FBI does sometimes notify in¬ 
dividual targets. “The FBI takes 
... all potential threats to public 
and private sector systems very 
seriously,” she said in an email. 

A Pentagon spokeswoman. 
Heather Babb, said she could re¬ 
lease no details about any Defense 
Department response, citing “op¬ 
erational security reasons.” But 
she said the department recogniz¬ 
es the evolving cyberthreat and 
continues to update training and 
technology. “This extends to all of 
our workforce—military, civilian 
and contractor,” she added. 

The Defense Security Service, 
which protects classified U.S. 
technology and trains industry 
in computer security, focuses 
on safeguarding corporate com¬ 
puter networks. “We simply have 
no insight into or oversight of 
anyone’s personal email accounts 
or how they are protected or no¬ 
tified when something is amiss,” 
spokeswoman Cynthia McGovern 
said in an email. 

Contacted by the AP, Lockheed 
Martin, Raytheon, Boeing, Air¬ 


bus and General Atomics did not 
respond to requests for comment. 

Jerome Pearson, a space system 
and drone developer, acknowl¬ 
edged that he has not focused on 
security training at his company. 
Star Technology, where Buet has 
consulted. “No, we really haven’t 
done that,” he said. “We may be a 
little bit remiss in that area.” He 
said they may do training for fu¬ 
ture contracts. 

Cybersecurity experts say it’s 
no surprise that spies go after 
less secure personal email as an 
opening to more protected sys¬ 
tems. “For a good operator, it’s 
like hammering a wedge,” said 
Richard Ford, chief scientist at 
the Forcepoint cybersecurity 
company. “Private email is the 
soft target.” 

Even successful hacks might 
not translate into new weapons 
for Russia, where the economy is 
weighed down by corruption and 
international sanctions. 

However, experts say Russia, 
while still behind the U.S., has 
been making more advanced 
drones in recent years. Russian 
officials have recently been brag¬ 
ging as their increasingly sophis¬ 
ticated drones are spotted over 
war zones in Ukraine and Syria. 

At a 2017 air show outside Mos¬ 
cow, plans were announced for a 
new generation of Russian com¬ 
bat drones. 

Rogozin, the deputy prime min¬ 
ister, boasted that the technologi¬ 
cal gap between Russia and the 
United States “has been sharply 
reduced and will be completely 
eliminated in the near future.” 
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Parade: Trump 
determined to have 
parade, official says 



Airmen with the U.S. Air Force Honor Guard march during the 2017 New York City Veteran's 
Day Parade. President Donald Trump reportedly told military leaders he wants them to plan 
a parade to show off America’s military might. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

American shows of military strength don’t 
come cheap. The cost of shipping Abrams 
tanks and high-tech hardware to Washington 
could run in the millions, and military offi¬ 
cials said it was unclear how they would pay 
for it. 

A White House official familiar with the 
planning described the discussions as “brain¬ 
storming” and said nothing is settled. “Right 
now there’s really no meat on the bones,” said 
the official, who spoke on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity to describe internal discussions. 

Still, the official said Trump is determined 
to have a parade. “The president wants to do 
something that highlights the service and sac¬ 
rifice of the military and have a unifying mo¬ 
ment for the country,” the official said. 

The inspiration for Trump’s push is last 
year’s Bastille Day celebration in Paris, 
which the president attended as a guest of 
French President Emmanuel Macron. Trump 
was awestruck by the tableau of uniformed 
French troops marching down Avenue des 
Champs-Elysees with military tanks, armored 
vehicles, gun trucks and carriers — complete 
with F-16 fighter jets flying over the Arc de 
Triomphe and painting the sky with streaks 
of blue, white and red smoke for the colors of 
the French flag. 

Aboard Air Force One en route home from 
Paris last July, aides said Trump told them he 
was dazzled by the French display and said he 
wanted one at home. 

It was still on his mind two months later 
when he met with Macron on the sidelines of 
the United Nations General Assembly in New 
York. 

“It was one of the greatest parades I’ve ever 
seen,” Trump told reporters. “It was two hours 
on the button, and it was military might, and 
I think a tremendous thing for France and for 
the spirit of France.” 

Seated next to Macron, Trump added: 
“We’re going to have to try to top it.” 

A date has not been selected, although of¬ 
ficials said Trump would like to tie the parade 
to a patriotic holiday. Officials are weighing 
weather patterns as well as competing events, 
such as the massive annual Independence 
Day celebration on the Mall. 

Trump officials had discussed Memorial 
Day on May 28, and July 4, but the Pentagon 
prefers Veterans Day on Nov. 11 — in part 
because it would coincide with 100th anniver¬ 
sary of the victorious end of World War I and 
therefore be less associated with the president 
and politics. “That’s what everyone is hoping,” 
said the military official. 

It is unclear what role Trump would play, 
whether he may perhaps serve as a grand¬ 
master or observe the spectacle from a re¬ 
viewing stand. 

The location is still being discussed, though 
Trump has said that he would like it to pro¬ 
ceed along Pennsylvania Avenue, which links 
the Capitol and the White House. It would 
be the same route as Trump’s inaugural pa¬ 
rade and pass by his family’s show piece: the 
Trump International Hotel. 

Even before he was sworn in as president. 


Trump was dreaming of America’s war ma¬ 
chine on display for the country and the world 
in front of the White House or Capitol. 

“We’re going to show the people as we build 
up our military,” Trump said in an interview 
with The Washington Post before his inaugu¬ 
ration. “ ... That military may come march¬ 
ing down Pennsylvania Avenue. That military 
may be flying over New York City and Wash¬ 
ington, D.C., for parades. I mean, we’re going 
to be showing our military.” 

But big military parades — even those 
launched with the best of intentions — carry 
some risks and troublesome historical 
echoes. 

With a few exceptions — such as former 
president George H.W. Bush’s 1991 parade 
down Constitution Avenue celebrating victory 
in the Persian Gulf War — presidents have 
avoided displays of military hardware that are 
more associated in the American mind with 
the Soviet Union’s Red Square celebrations 
or, more recently. North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un’s efforts to show off his Taepodong 
missiles. 

“I don’t think there’s a lack of love and 
respect for our armed forces in the United 
States,” said Douglas Brinkley, a presidential 
historian at Rice University. “What are they 
going to do, stand there while Donald Trump 
waves at them? It smacks of something you 
see in a totalitarian country — unless there’s 
a genuine, earnest reason to be doing it.” 

The White House official rejected the sug¬ 
gestion that some associate a military parade 
with strongmen, saying it would be a “cel¬ 
ebration of the men and women who give us 
freedom.” 

“That’s the opposite of a totalitarian gov¬ 
ernment,” the official said. 

Weaponry on the streets of Washington is 
not unheard of President Harry S. Truman 
and President John F. Kennedy had military 
equipment during their inaugural parades, in 
1949 and 1963 respectively, during key junc¬ 
tures in the Cold War, said Michael Beschloss, 
another presidential historian. 

“Set against the backdrop of American his¬ 


Christopher S. MuNCY/Courtesy of the U.S. Air National Guard 


tory, it does seem to hark back to the harsh 
days of the Cold War,” Beschloss said. “Those 
parades were a counterpoint to the parades in 
front of Lenin’s tomb at Red Square ... One 
reason the Soviets had those parades was to 
distract the world from the fact that the Soviet 
military was actually much weaker than the 
Soviets were claiming.” 

But generally, the United States has shied 
away from parading its military assets, calcu¬ 
lating that doing so was not necessary for the 
world’s pre-eminent superpower. 

There is no law or regulations preventing 
Trump from putting on a military parade, but 
there are plenty of potential complications 
that military leaders are likely to raise with 
the president. One worry is practical: that 70- 
ton tanks built for the battlefield would chew 
up Pennsylvania Avenue blacktop. 

The military might also want to weigh in on 
the kind of equipment on parade. One concern 
is that big displays of missile launchers might 
evoke Pyongyang-style nationalism more 
than American patriotism. 

A parade would likely be interpreted as an¬ 
other stroke of nuclear gamesmanship. Ten¬ 
sions between North Korea and the United 
States have risen over the past year as Trump 
and Kim have taunted each other with play¬ 
ground nicknames and threats. 

Then there are the domestic pitfalls. At a 
time when Mattis and his top generals have 
been complaining about the state of military 
readiness and lobbying Congress for more 
money, pulling equipment off line for a costly 
parade could send the wrong signal. 

With the midterm elections approaching 
and Trump’s approval ratings at historic lows, 
the lure of honoring the troops is powerful. 

“Who flipped the coin for the Super Bowl on 
Sunday?” asked Peter Feaver, a former Bush 
White House official and professor at Duke 
University. “It was Medal of Honor winners. 
Why? The military brings us together.” 

But Feaver also issued a warning for Trump, 
who is known for his excesses. 

“A military parade,” he said, “is the kind of 
thing that can easily be overdone.” 


General 

backs 

Kurdish 

fighters 

Associated Press 

M ANBIJ, Syria — On the ground 
in Syria, the top U.S. general in the 
coalition fighting the Islamic State 
group pledged on Wednesday that 
American troops would remain in 
the northern Syrian Kurdish town 
of Manbij despite Ankara’s de¬ 
mands for a U.S. pullout. 

“We’re here to ensure the lasting 
defeat of ISIS is maintained in this 
area,” Lt. Gen. Paul E. Funk said 
during a visit to U.S. forces in Man¬ 
bij. ISIS is an alternative acronym 
for Islamic 
State. Funk’s 
visit comes 
amid rising 
tensions be¬ 
tween Tur¬ 
key and the 
United States 
— NATO al¬ 
lies that have 
ended up 
on opposing 
sides in some Funk 

aspects of the 
multi-layered war in Syria. 

While fighting ISIS in Syria, the 
U.S. has backed the Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish militia, known as the People’s 
Protection Units or YPG — a group 
that Ankara considers “terrorists” 
and allied with Kurdish insurgents 
within Turkey, the outlawed Kurd¬ 
istan Workers’ Party, or PKK. The 
YPG makes up the backbone of a 
force that fought ISIS in Syria. 

After ousting ISIS from Manbij 
in 2016, the United States has main¬ 
tained a military presence there. 

Funk told reporters in Manbij that 
the U.S. would continue to support 
the Syrian fighters despite tensions 
with Turkey and that a continued 
U.S. presence in Syria’s north is 
aimed at de-escalating tensions. 

“I don’t worry,” Funk said when 
asked about recent Turkish threats, 
“It’s not in my job description to 
worry, my job is to fight.” 

On Tuesday, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan called on 
the U.S. to withdraw its troops from 
Manbij and renewed a threat to ex¬ 
pand Ankara’s military offensive in 
Syria to this town. 
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Senate leaders announce 2-year budget pact 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—The Senate’s 
top leaders announced Wednes¬ 
day they have sealed agreement 
on a two-year budget pact that 
would shower both the Pentagon 
and domestic programs with al¬ 
most $300 billion above existing 
limits, giving wins to both GOP 
defense hawks and Democrats 
seeking billions for infrastruc¬ 
ture projects and combatting opi¬ 
oid abuse. 

The agreement is likely to be 
added to a stopgap spending bill 
that passed the House on Tues¬ 
day and is aimed at averting a 
government shutdown Thursday 
at midnight. 

The plan also contains almost 
$90 billion in overdue disaster aid 
for hurricane-slammed Texas, 
Florida and Puerto Rico. 


And it would increase the gov¬ 
ernment’s borrowing cap to pre¬ 
vent a first-ever default on U.S. 
obligations that looms in just a 
few weeks. 

The House’s top Democrat, 
however, swung out against the 
plan. 

House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi of California announced 
she would oppose the budget 
measure unless her chamber’s 
GOP leaders promised a vote on 
legislation to protect “Dreamer” 
immigrants who face deportation 
after being brought to the U.S. il¬ 
legally as children. 

The House on Tuesday passed 
legislation to keep the govern¬ 
ment running through March 
23, marrying the stopgap spend¬ 
ing measure with a $659 billion 
Pentagon spending plan, but the 
Senate plan would rewrite that 


measure. 

Senate Democratic leaders 
have dropped their strategy of 
using the funding fight to extract 
concessions on immigration, 
specifically on seeking extended 
protections for the “Dreamer” 
immigrants. Instead, Senate Mi¬ 
nority Leader Chuck Schumer, D- 
N.Y., went with a deal that would 
reap tens of billions of dollars for 
other priorities — including com¬ 
bating opioids — while hoping to 
solve the immigration impasse 
later. 

The budget agreement would 
give both the Pentagon and do¬ 
mestic agencies relief from a 
budget freeze that lawmakers say 
threatens military readiness and 
training as well as domestic pri¬ 
orities such as combating opioid 
abuse and repairing the troubled 
health care system for veterans. 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, left, opposes the Senate 
budget plan because it doesn’t protect so-called “Dreamer” 
immigrants. Senate Minority Chuck Schumer, right, went with a deai 
that would instead reap tens of billions of dollars for other priorities. 


Trump cites MS-13 as he continues 
to link immigrants with criminality 


In texts, FBI agents 
admire Comey for 
testimony on the Hill 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The day 
in July 2016 that FBI Director 
James Comey defended to Con¬ 
gress the bureau’s decision in the 
Hillary Clinton email probe, two 
FBI officials traded admiring 
texts about his verbal dexterity 
— and mocking jibes at the law¬ 
makers questioning him. 

Congress, wrote FBI lawyer 
Lisa Page in one text, is “utterly 
worthless.” “Less than worth¬ 
less,” replied Peter Strzok, a sea¬ 
soned FBI counterintelligence 
agent assigned to that investiga¬ 
tion. “Utterly contemptible.” 

The officials’ assessment of 
Comey, facing hours of questions 
about his decision not to seek 
charges against Clinton for her 
use of a private email server, was 
unmistakably flattering. 

“God he is SO good,” Strzok 
said. “I know,” Page responded. 
“Brilliant public speaker. And 
brilliant distillation of fact.” 

That exchange is included 
among 384 pages of text messag¬ 
es between Page and Strzok pro¬ 
vided by the Justice Department 
to Congress and reviewed by The 
Associated Press. The texts, part 
of an inspector general investiga¬ 
tion into the handling of the Clin¬ 
ton email probe, are most notable 
for derogatory messages about 
President Donald Trump — the 
discovery of which led to Strzok’s 
reassignment from special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller’s team. But 
they also include unguarded dis¬ 
cussion about a variety of current 
events and public figures, as well 
as candid assessments of their 
colleagues and their FBI careers 
and futures. 

Among the thousands of texts, 
the dialogue about Comey is espe¬ 
cially striking because it further 
calls into question White House 


characterizations of an FBI in 
“tatters,” where “countless” 
agents complained about their 
director before his removal. Em¬ 
ployee surveys released last year 
show FBI employees consistently 
gave Comey high marks. And 
emails published this week by 
the Lawfare blog show FBI field 
office leaders using words like 
“profound sadness” and “hard 
to understand” in spreading the 
news about Comey’s May 9 termi¬ 
nation, one 
of the events 
now under 
investigation 
by Mueller 
for possible 
obstruction 
of justice. 

The texts 
proved an 
explosive 
develop¬ 
ment when 
revealed 
in December, giving rise to Re¬ 
publican allegations of bias in 
the FBI and the Justice Depart¬ 
ment and leading Trump to make 
an extraordinary allegation of 
“treason” against Strzok that 
the agent’s lawyer dismissed as 
“beyond reckless.” Strzok was 
removed from Mueller’s group 
in July after Mueller learned of 
the texts. Page, who’d also been 
detailed to that team, left that 
assignment before the messages 
were discovered. 

Since then, amid attacks on 
the bureau. Director Christopher 
Wray has defended the FBI as 
home to “tens and thousands of 
brave men and women.” Attor¬ 
ney General Jeff Sessions, mean¬ 
while, has been more muted in 
his support, saying criticism can 
be appropriate and that political 
bias “in either direction” must be 
eliminated. 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Making his 
case for tighter border security. 
President Donald Trump has re¬ 
peatedly linked immigration to 
criminality, highlighting immi¬ 
grant gang violence, calling fami¬ 
ly reunification a national security 
threat and bemoaning the death 
of a pro football player involved 
in a car accident with a man liv¬ 
ing in the country illegally. 

Speaking to law enforcement 
officials at the White House on 
Tuesday, Trump singled out the 
MS-13 gang, which is believed 
to be behind 25 killings on New 
York’s Long Island in the past 
two years, and has become 
a prime target of the Trump 
administration. 

“We’ve really never seen any¬ 
thing quite like this, the level of 
ferocity, the level of violence, and 
the reforms we need from Con¬ 
gress to defeat it,” Trump told law 
enforcement officials and law¬ 
makers, eventually threatening 
another federal government shut¬ 
down if Democrats don’t agree to 
pass an immigration package he 
said would help keep gang mem¬ 
bers out. 

“If we don’t get rid of these 
loopholes where killers are al¬ 
lowed to come into our country 
and continue to kill... if we don’t 
change it, let’s have a shutdown,” 
Trump suggested. “I’d love to see 
a shutdown if we don’t get this 
stuff taken care of” 

Trump’s latest threat is part of 
a pressure campaign he has been 
waging to try to get Democrats to 
sign onto a sweeping immigra¬ 
tion plan that they’ve rejected. 
The president wants billions for a 
southern border wall, mqjor cuts 
to legal immigration, and more 
money for interior enforcement 
and other changes in exchange 
for granting a pathway to citizen¬ 
ship for up to 1.8 million young 


immigrants living in the country 
illegally. 

Earlier Tuesday, Trump called 
on Democrats to “get tough” on 
immigration, citing the death 
of Indianapolis Colts linebacker 
Edwin Jackson, who was killed 
in a suspected drunken-driving 
crash involving a Guatemalan 
citizen living illegally in the U.S. 

“So disgraceful that a person 
illegally in our country killed @ 
Colts linebacker Edwin Jackson,” 
Trump tweeted. “This is just one 
of many such preventable trag¬ 
edies. We must get the Dems to 
get tough on the Border, and with 
illegal immigration, FAST!” 

Trump has also continued to 
criticize the nation’s legal im¬ 
migration system, insisting that 
limiting immigrants’ ability to 
sponsor their family members to 
join them in the country, and end¬ 
ing a visa lottery aimed at pro¬ 
moting diversity, will make the 
country safer. 

“In the age of terrorism, these 
programs present risks we can no 
longer afford,” he said in his State 
of the Union speech. 

It’s an issue that has been near 
and dear to the president’s heart 
— and his base — since the day 
he launched his campaign and ac¬ 
cused Mexico of sending its rap¬ 
ists across the border. Since his 
inauguration. Trump has mar¬ 
shalled government resources 
to try to portray immigration as 
a threat, despite several stud¬ 
ies that have shown immigrants 
are actually less likely to commit 
crimes than people born in the 
United States. 

Indeed, critics have repeat¬ 
edly accused the administration 
of using faulty data and cherry- 
picked examples to make its 
case. 

On Tuesday, Trump zeroed 
in on MS-13, or the Mara Salva- 
trucha, a gang established in the 
1980s in Los Angeles by Central 
American refugees fleeing vio¬ 


lence in their counties. 

Federal prosecutors believe 
MS-13 now has thousands of 
members across the country, 
though statistics show they ac¬ 
count for just a tiny fraction — 
less than 1 percent — of total U.S. 
gang membership. And while 
Trump administration officials 
have tried to portray the gang as 
comprised of a never-ending flow 
of illegal immigrants, some fig¬ 
ures suggest most members are 
U.S. citizens. 

Trump complained that thou¬ 
sands of gang members are ar¬ 
rested and deported from the U.S. 
only to return to the country. “Not 
another country in the world has 
the stupidity of laws that we do,” 
he complained. 

Trump has given Democrats 
until March 5 to agree to an im¬ 
migration deal, though it’s un¬ 
clear exactly what will happen on 
that date 

White House chief of staff 
John Kelly spent much of the 
day on Capitol Hill, meeting with 
congressional leaders about im¬ 
migration. But he also drew criti¬ 
cism when he suggested some 
young immigrants were “too 
lazy” to sign up for the Obama-era 
program that offered protection 
from deportation and renewable 
work permits. 

Kelly said Trump’s recent offer 
to provide a path to citizenship for 
up to 1.8 million immigrants went 
“beyond what anyone could have 
imagined.” A bipartisan offer by 
six senators that Trump rejected 
would have made citizenship pos¬ 
sible for the 690,000 “Dreamers” 
registered under the program, 
known by its acronym DACA. 

Immigration experts cite vari¬ 
ous reasons as to why people 
eligible for DACA’s protections 
never applied, including fears 
that participating would expose 
them to immigration authorities. 
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The SpaceX spacesuit sits in Elon Musk's Tesla sports car, which was launched into space during the 
first test flight of the Falcon Heavy rocket on Tuesday. 


SpaceX rocket speeds toward asteroid 
belt past Mars with Starman at the wheel 


By Marcia Dunn 
Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— The world’s first space sports 
car is cruising toward the asteroid 
belt, well beyond Mars. 

SpaceX chief Elon Musk con¬ 
firmed the new, more distant route 
for his rocketing Tesla Roadster, 
which was launched aboard the 
company’s Falcon Heavy from 
Florida. 

The Heavy became the most 
powerful rocket flying today with 
Tuesday’s inaugural test flight. 

Musk says the final firing of the 
upper stage put his red convert¬ 
ible into a solar orbit that stretches 
all the way to the asteroid belt be¬ 
tween Mars and Jupiter. The orig¬ 
inal plan had the car traveling no 
farther than Mars. 

In the driver seat of the Tesla is 
a space-suited mannequin nick¬ 
named “Starman.” Musk doesn’t 
plan to fly people on the Heavy, 
but is working on an even bigger 
rocket for deep-space crews. 

Thousandsofpeople watched the 


launch of the rocket from nearby 
beaches, bridges and roads. Mil- 
hons more watched the launch on- 
hne, making it the second biggest 
livestream in YouTube history. 

The livestream continued 
Wednesday, with video images 
beamed from space of Musk’s red 
Roadster circling the blue planet 
and beyond. 

Cameras mounted on the car fed 
stunning video of “Starman” tool¬ 
ing around Earth, looking some¬ 
thing like a NASCAR racer out for 
a Sunday drive, with its right hand 
on the wheel and the left arm rest¬ 
ing on the car’s door. 

A sign on the dashboard read: 
“Don’t panic!” Bowie’s “Life on 
Mars?” played in the background 
at one point. A Hot Wheels road¬ 
ster was also on the dash with a 
tiny spaceman on board. 

The Falcon Heavy is a combina¬ 
tion of three Falcon 9s, the rocket 
that the company uses to ship sup¬ 
plies to the International Space 
Station and lift satelhtes. SpaceX 
is reusing first-stage boosters to 
save on launch costs. Most other 



Elon Musk’s red Tesla sports car in space on Tuesday. 


rocket makers discard their spent 
boosters in the ocean. 

Unlike most rockets out there, 
the Falcon Heavy receives no 
government funding. The hulking 
rocket is intended for massive sat¬ 
elhtes, hke those used by the US. 
mihtary and communication com¬ 
panies. Even before the successful 
test flight, customers were signed 
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Wynn steps down as 
CEO of his resorts 


By Regina Garcia Cano 
Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Facing inves¬ 
tigations by gambling regulators 
and allegations of sexual miscon¬ 
duct, billionaire casino mogul 
Steve Wynn has stepped down as 
chairman and CEO of the resorts 
bearing his names. 

The Las Vegas-based Wynn Re¬ 
sorts in a statement said Wynn’s 
resignation Tuesday was effective 
immediately. It came less than 
two weeks after the Wall Street 
Journal reported that a number 
of women said Wynn harassed or 
assaulted them and that one case 
led to a $7.5 million settlement. 

“In the last couple of weeks, I 
have found myself the focus of 
an avalanche of negative public¬ 
ity,” Wynn said in a written state¬ 
ment. “As I have reflected upon 
the environment this has created 

— one in which a rush to judg¬ 
ment takes precedence over ev¬ 
erything else, including the facts 

— I have reached the conclusion I 
cannot continue to be effective in 
my current roles.” 

Wynn has vehemently denied 
the report’s allegations, which 
he attributes to a campaign led 
by his ex-wife. An attorney for 
Elaine Wynn has denied that she 
instigated the news report. 

Wynn now faces investigations 
by gambling regulators in Ne¬ 
vada and Massachusetts, where 



the company is building a rough¬ 
ly $2.4 billion casino just outside 
Boston. The company earlier 
said a committee of independent 
directors 
would inves- I 
tigate the | 
allegations 
that surfaced | 

Jan. 26. 

Gambling 
regulators in I 
Macau, the 
world’s big¬ 
gest casino 
market, said | 
they were vVynn 

officially no¬ 
tified about the resignation. 

A wave of sexual misconduct 
claims against prominent figures 
in entertainment, media and poli¬ 
tics gained momentum last fall 
in the aftermath of articles de¬ 
tailing movie producer Harvey 
Weinstein’s decades of alleged 
rape and harassment. 

But Wynn is the first CEO and 
founder of a m^or publicly held 
company to come under scrutiny 
since the Weinstein allegations 
surfaced. 

Wynn is a titan in Sin City and 
played a mqjor role in the revital¬ 
ization of the Las Vegas Strip in 
the 1990s. 

He built the Bellagio, Treasure 
Island and Mirage before he sold 
his Mirage Resorts company in 
2000. Two years later, he founded 
Wynn Resorts. 
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Puerto Ricans 
work on their own 
to restore power 


By Danica Goto 

Associated Press 

COAMO, Puerto Rico — It 
took only minutes for Hurricane 
Maria to kill power to the Puerto 
Rican town of Coamo, cracking 
wooden poles, snapping power 
lines and hurling transformers to 
the ground. 

For months, residents begged 
Puerto Rico’s power company 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engi¬ 
neers to bring back their electric¬ 
ity, with few results. 

So the people of this town of 
40,000 high in the mountains 
of southern Puerto Rico have 
started restoring power on their 
own, pulling power lines from un¬ 
dergrowth and digging holes for 
wooden posts in a do-it-yourself 
effort to solve a small part of the 
United States’ longest-running 
power outage. 

“If we don’t do this, we’ll be 
without power until summer,” said 
Vice Mayor Edgardo Vazquez, 
who is using hand-drawn maps to 
organize a brigade that includes 
teachers, handymen, a postal 
worker and an accountant, backed 
by municipal workers with profes¬ 
sional equipment, tools and expe¬ 
rience in light electrical work. 

Puerto Rico’s power company 
and the Corps of Engineers have 
thousands of workers and manag¬ 
ers from mainland public utilities 
and private companies working 
across the island to restore power. 
The federally funded multibil- 
lion-dollar effort has been slowed 
by rough terrain, slow arrival of 
supplies and delays in asking for 
help from power companies on 
the U.S. mainland after the Sept. 
20 Category 4 storm. More than 
400,000 power customers across 
Puerto Rico remain in the dark. 

In Coamo, frustrated by months 
of heat and darkness, 60-year- 
old homemaker Carmita Rivera 
called a meeting at her home in 
mid-January to try to find local 


solutions to the problem. 

“Desperation set in,” Rivera 
said. “We all felt like: ‘What about 
us? We’re human beings. Enough 
is enough.’” 

Fifty people showed up and 
swiftly went to work. In late Janu¬ 
ary, a group of neighbors laid a 
300-pound wooden electric post 
atop two logs and tipped it into a 
freshly dug five-foot hole. 

They hooted as one man hit 
his pickup truck’s accelerator 
and dragged the pole alongside 
the hole. The group then used a 
neighbor’s tow truck to guide the 
35-foot pole into the hole. 

“We did it!” one man shouted. 


If we 
don’t do 
this, well 
be without 
power 
until 

summer. ^ 

Edgardo | 
Vazquez 


shaking his fist. 

By law, only the Puerto Rico 
Electric Power Authority, or 
PREPA, has 
, authority to 

work on the 
island’s power 
grid. Coamo’s 
vice mayor 
says a region¬ 
al PREPA 
director au¬ 
thorized his 
public works 
department 
and volun¬ 
teers to work 
on the town’s 
vice mayor lower-voltage 
distribution 

system, providing them materi¬ 
als or re-using cables that weren’t 
damaged in the storm. A power 
company official comes by after¬ 
ward to ensure the work is prop¬ 
erly done. The higher-voltage 
lines that bring power to the town 
itself remain off limits to all but 
PREPA workers and authorized 
contractors. 

No deaths or serious injuries 
have been reported, but Sue 
Kelly, president and CEO of the 
American Public Power Associa¬ 
tion, said having so many people 
working to restore power is un¬ 
derstandable but worrying. 

In the western mountain town 



Photos by Carlos Giusti/AP 


Public Works Sub-Director Ramon Mendez, wearing hard hat, Jan. 
31 directs Eliezer Nazario, holding rope, Tomas Martinez, right, 
and Angel Diaz as they install a power pole in an effort to return 
electricity to Felipe Rodriguez's home in Coamo, Puerto Rico. 


of San Sebastian, a group of mu¬ 
nicipal workers, retired company 
workers and volunteers have 
restored power to nearly 2,000 
homes despite objections from 
the Puerto Rico Electric Power 
Authority, whose officials have 
filed complaints with police and 
the U.S. Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration. 

Power company spokesman 
Geraldo Quinones declined to com¬ 
ment on the community efforts, 
saying only that municipalities 
can help out by clearing roads and 
debris, identifying places without 
power and delivering materials in 
hard-to-reach areas. 

But as the number of mayors 
complaining about slow power 
restoration has grown, the admin¬ 
istration of Gov. Ricardo Rossello 
allowed municipalities to sign an 
agreement with the power com¬ 
pany to take over repairs if inter¬ 
ested and relieve the agency of any 
responsibility. Only about a dozen 
communities have done that so 


far. 

On Jan. 30 in Coamo, the vice 
mayor and his crew were able to 
restore power to at least three 
homes in Coamo, including that of 
Antonia Pagan, 78, who hugged the 
workers and cried. The first thing 
she did after getting her electricity 
back was to use a blender to make 
a smoothie for her son with apples, 
strawberries, bananas and grapes. 

Hundreds of others who live 
around her, however, remain in 
the dark, including Felipe Rodri¬ 
guez, 53, a retired carpenter who 
also has no water and yet receives 
bills for services he is not getting. 

“I’m tired of this,” he said. “I 
wake up every single morning and 
it’s the same thing over and over.” 

That hasn’t stopped him from 
helping others get power. He 
recently used his beat-up 1986 
pickup truck to move a 300-pound 
wooden post up a steep hill and 
then balanced himself on the cor¬ 
ner of a roof to help guide it into a 
previously dug hole on a hill. 



Retired carpenter Felipe Rodriguez, far right, uses his pickup truck 
to help Eliezer Nazario, left, and Tomas Martinez move a post so 
they can install it near his home. 


Public Works Sub-Director Ramon Mendez, wearing a hard hat at 
left, works with locals as they install a new post to return electricity 
to Felipe Rodriguez’s home. 


Rail safety 
technology 
not due 
until 2020 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—The railroad 
industry is playing down expec¬ 
tations that a safety technology 
that could have prevented recent 
deadly train crashes will be in op¬ 
eration across the United States 
by the end of the year. 

Indeed, freight and commuter 
rail officials speak as if there 
never was any plan to complete 
their work on the technology 
known as positive train control, or 
PTC, by Dec. 31. 

Congress required in 2008 that 
railroads adopt PTC and gave 
them seven years to do the job. 
When it became clear that wasn’t 
enough. Congress gave them an¬ 
other three years. The discus¬ 
sion then was that a few railroads 
might need even more than three 
extra years, and provisions were 
added to the legislation to allow 
railroads that showed substantial 
progress, but couldn’t meet the 
new deadline, the ability to obtain 
extensions. 

Officials for the trade associa¬ 
tions representing the seven mqjor 
freight railroads in the U.S. and 
the nation’s commuter railroads 
now say they view Dec. 31 as the 
date by which railroads must meet 
several PTC milestones to qualify 
for an extension, rather than the 
ultimate deadline. 

“By the end of 2020 is the ab¬ 
solute deadline everybody has to 
have it installed and implement¬ 
ed, which means operating every¬ 
where they are required to have 
it operating,” said Kathryn Kir- 
mayer, the Association of Ameri¬ 
can Railroads’ general counsel. 


Rabobank to 
plea in money¬ 
laundering case 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — Dutch lender 
Rabobank’s California subsidiary 
was slated to enter a plea Wednes¬ 
day in a long-running investigation 
that led to allegations the bank was 
used to launder millions of dollars 
in Mexican drug money. 

Rabobank said last month that it 
set aside about $384 million to set¬ 
tle and that the subsidiary, Rabo¬ 
bank National Association, would 
likely plead guilty to a charge that 
employees hid information from 
regulators nearly five years ago. 

While charges against the bank 
have not been made public, for¬ 
mer compliance officer George 
M. Martin agreed to cooperate 
with authorities in December 
under a deal that delays his pros¬ 
ecution for two years. 

Rabobank, based in Utrecht, 
Netherlands, said U.S. authori¬ 
ties began investigating in 2013 
whether the subsidiary violated 
the U.S. Bank Secrecy Act and 
other laws and regulations. 
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The first Stars and Stripes was 
printed during the Civil War, when 
a band of Union soldiers published 
a handful of editions. 

During World War I, Stars and 
Stripes reappeared in Paris on 
February 8,1918, to serve the 
doughboys of the American 
Expeditionary Force (AEF), by order 
of General of the Armies John J. 
Pershing. An all-military staff 
produced it weekly until the 
war’s end. 

A second renaissance began on 
April 18, 1942, when a small 
group of servicemen began 
publishing a four-page weekly 
Stars and Stripes in London. They 
sold each copy for “tuppence” 
(about 5 cents) and in no time 
doubled their page count to eight 
pages, printing daily instead 
of weekly. 

The first World War II edition of 
Stars and Stripes featured an 
interview with Gen. George C. 
Marshall, Army Chief of Staff. 
Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing, 
World War I Commander of the 
AEF, who described Stripes as a 
major factor in sustaining morale. 
Stars and Stripes later found a 
champion and protector in Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme 
Allied Commander and later 
president of the United States. 

Eisenhower enforced a hands-off 
policy in regard to Stars and 
Stripes that continues to the 
present day. 

Operations expanded, following 
GIs to the battlefront to bring them 
the news. During the war. Stars 
and Stripes published over 30 


separate editions, running 
up to 24 pages per issue. 

At one time. Stars and 
Stripes had some 25 
printing locations in Europe, 
North Africa, the Middle East 
and the Pacific. The Pacific 
edition was launched a week 
after VE day (Victory in 
Europe, May 8,1945). 

The war ended—but Stars 
and Stripes kept going. Its 
reporters and photographers 
continued to Join American 
troops in the field, through¬ 
out the Korean and Vietnam 
conflicts, during the 1990s 
Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm, and in 
Bosnia and Kosovo. 

From the 2003 outset of 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Stars and Stripes was there 
to report first-hand. The war 
in Afghanistan continues to 
receive steady coverage. 

And during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, Stripes reporters 
embedded with military 
units in Kuwait and Iraq, 
as well as on Navy ships in 
the region. 


Stars and Stripes today is a 
multimedia news organization. The 
majority of Stars and Stripes 
unique reporting efforts is read 
now in digital form, either online at 
stripes.com or via mobile offerings 
for iPhone, Android and iPad, in 
over 200 countries around 
the world. 

The print newspaper is still avail¬ 
able for servicemembers, govern¬ 
ment civilians and their families in 


Europe, the Middle East and the 
Pacific—and in contingency areas. 
Washington, D.C., hosts the 
Central office, where daily editions 
are transmitted to printers in 
Afghanistan, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, and Djibouti, as well as in 
Germany, Italy, UK, Japan, and 
South Korea. Stars and Stripes 
also publishes several weeklies 
(Stripes Guam, Japan, Korea and 
Okinawa), designed to serve the 


needs of their respective 
military communities. 

A U.S. edition comprised exclu¬ 
sively of Stars and Stripes reports 
from around the world now serves 
stateside forces and veterans. 

The U.S. edition is published in 
partnership with commercial 
newspaper publishers who 
serve communities with large 
military populations. 


STARSCaSTRIPES. 

IIECOKIilZEIIFOIlEXCELLEKCE 


(^2015 Columbia Journalism 
School Dart Awards - 

Feature Story Reporting 
(Daily Circulation 1-50,000) 
Finalist: Martin Kuz: "Army Sgt. 
Issac Sims left the war in Iraq, 
but it didn’t leave him” 

® 2014 Sigma Delta Chi Award - 

Feature Story Reporting 
(Daily Circulation 1-50,000) 
Recipient: Martin Kuz: “Death 
shapes iife for teams that prepar 
bodies of fallen troops for final 


(J) 2014 VFW News Media Award - 

For outstanding contribution to a bet 


(^ 2013 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Notable Narrative Winner 
Recipient: Laura Rauch 

2013 Best American Newspaper 
Narrative Writing Contest - 

Notable Narrative Winner Recipient: 
Martin Kuz: “Soldiers Recount Attack' 


2013 National Headline Awards - 

Second Place: News Series 
(Forever After: A Warrior Wounded; 

A Family Challenged) 

(★) 2011 Military Photographer of the Year - 

Flonorable Mention 
Recipient: Joshua DeMotts 

<$) 2011 Sigma Deita Chi Award - 

Breaking News Photography 
(Newspaper Circulation 100,001-t 
or Affiliated Website/National 
Magazine) Recipient: Laura Rauch: 

“For those I love I will sacrifice" 

® 2011 John Reagan “Tex” McCrary 
Award for Excellence in Journalism - 

k” Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation 


Overseas coverage 
(< 100,000 circulation) 

Recipient: Jon Rabiroff 

2010 National Headliner Awards - 

First Piace: Public Service (Forcing Change) - 

Third Piace: News Series 

(Coming Home: The Men of Triple Deuce) 

(^ 2009 George Polk Awards in Journalism - 

George Polk Award for Military Reporting 
Recipients: Charlie Reed, Leo Shane III 
and Kevin Baron 

(^ 2007 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation) 
Recipient: Monte Morin 


(^2006 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Overseas coverage 
(< 100,000 circulation) 

Recipients: Monte Morin, Joe Giordono; 
Honorabie mention: Nancy Montgomery 
Photography: Fred Zimmerman 


IKI)EPEM)EKT mn FOIt THE 
U.S. MILITARY COMMUNITY 


Whenever They Fight and Wherever They Live 
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Positive signs 
as gene editing 
therapy grows 



Michael Rubinkam/AP 


Dierra Rowland, 19, of Philadelphia, studies at the Indiana University of Pennsylvania library last month 
near books marked with red stickers, meaning they might be taken off shelves due to low readership. 

Shelf space at risk for campus 
libraries’ least-used volumes 


By Michael Rubinkam 
Associated Press 

INDIANA, Pa. — A library 
without books? Not quite, but as 
students abandon the stacks in 
favor of online reference ma¬ 
terial, university libraries are 
unloading millions of unread vol¬ 
umes in a nationwide purge that 
has some print-loving scholars 
deeply unsettled. 

Libraries are putting books in 
storage, contracting with resell¬ 
ers or simply recycling them. An 
increasing number of books exist 
in the cloud, and libraries are 
banding together to ensure print 
copies are retained by someone, 
somewhere. Still, that doesn’t sit 
well with academics who practi¬ 
cally live in the library and argue 
that large, readily available print 
collections are vital to research. 

“It’s not entirely comfortable for 
anyone,” said Rick Lugg, execu¬ 
tive director of OCLC Sustainable 
Collection Services, which helps 
libraries analyze their holdings. 
“But absent endless resources to 
handle this stuff, it’s a situation 
that has to be faced.” 

At Indiana University of Penn¬ 
sylvania, the library shelves 
overflow with books that get little 
attention. A dusty monograph on 
“Economic Development in Vic¬ 
torian Scotland.” International 
Television Almanacs from 1978, 
1985 and 1986. A book whose 


title, “Personal Finance,” sounds 
relevant until you see the publica¬ 
tion date: 1961. 

With nearly half of lUP’s col¬ 
lection going uncirculated for 20 
years or more, administrators de¬ 
cided a mqjor housecleaning was 
in order. Using software from 
Lugg’s group, they came up with 
an initial list of 170,000 books to 
be considered for removal. 

Faculty members who make 
their living in the stacks voiced 
outrage. 

“Unbelievably wrongheaded” 
and a “knife through the heart,” 
Charles Cashdollar, an emeri¬ 
tus history professor, wrote to 
the president and provost. “For 
humanists, throwing out these 
books is as devastating as locking 
the laboratory or studio or clinic 
doors would be for others.” 

Though “weeding” has always 
taken place at libraries, experts 
say the pace is picking up. Fi¬ 
nances are one factor. Between 
staffing, utility costs and other 
expenses, it costs an estimated $4 
to keep a book on the shelf for a 
year, according to one 2009 study. 
Space is another; libraries are 
simply running out of room. 

And, of course, the digitization 
of books and other printed mate¬ 
rials has dramatically affected 
the way students do research. 

The library project is more 
about responsible stewardship of 
the state’s resources than it is an 


effort to free up space, lUP Pro¬ 
vost Timothy Moerland said. But 
he understands his colleagues’ 
passion. 

“There are some who will never 
be comfortable with the idea of 
any book ever leaving this mortal 
coil,” he said. 

Libraries say the goal is to make 
their own collections more rel¬ 
evant to students while also mak¬ 
ing sure weeded materials aren’t 
lost to history. A large digital re¬ 
pository called HathiTrust has 
commitments from 50 member 
libraries to retain more than 16 
million printed volumes. Another 
6 million have been preserved by 
the Eastern Academic Scholars’ 
Trust, a consortium of 60 librar¬ 
ies from Maine to Florida. 

An lUP faculty committee is 
reviewing what Moerland dryly 
calls the “hit list” to make sure 
important works stay on the 
shelves. The final number of 
books to be removed has yet to 
be determined, but the potential 
scale is readily apparent. Librar¬ 
ians have affixed red stickers to 
the spines of hit-listed volumes. 

Some students say they worry 
about missing deadlines if they 
have to wait for a book the library 
no longer has. Others, like fresh¬ 
man Dierra Rowland, 19, say 
they’re on board. 

“If nobody’s reading them,” 
she said, “what’s the point of hav¬ 
ing them?” 


By Marilynn Marchione 

Associated Press 

A second patient has been 
treated in a historic gene editing 
study in California, and no mqjor 
side effects or safety issues have 
emerged from the first man’s 
treatment nearly three months 
ago, doctors revealed Tuesday. 

Gene editing is a more precise 
way to do gene therapy, and aims 
to permanently change someone’s 
DNA to try to cure a disease. 

In November, Brian Madeux, 
44, became the first person to 
have gene editing inside the body 
for a metabolic disease called 
Hunter syndrome that’s caused 
by a bad gene. Through an IV, he 
received many copies of a correc¬ 
tive gene and a genetic tool to put 
it in a precise spot in his DNA. 

“He’s doing well and we were 
approved to go ahead with the 
second patient who also is doing 
well,” said Dr. Paul Harmatz of 
UCSF Benioff Children’s Hos¬ 
pital Oakland, who treated both 
men for the same disease. 

At a medical conference in San 
Diego, Harmatz reported safety 
results for the first six weeks 
after Madeux’s treatment. San- 
gamo Therapeutics, the company 
that makes the gene editing tool 
called zinc finger nucleases, is 
testing them for two metabolic 
diseases and hemophilia, a bleed¬ 
ing disorder. The company said 
more safety information and 
initial results on effectiveness 
should come by midyear. 

Madeux had dizziness, cold 
sweats and weakness four days 
after the treatment but they 
went away on their own in a day, 
Harmatz said. Madeux also had 
a severe cough and a partially 
collapsed lung, but these were 
deemed unrelated to the gene 
therapy because he had had simi¬ 
lar problems previously. 

Importantly, there were no 
signs of harm to his liver. 

“That’s the big worry” because 


changes in the liver might mean 
the immune system was fighting 
the treatment and possibly un¬ 
dermining its effectiveness, Har¬ 
matz said. 

The liver results were welcome 
news after some other recent re¬ 
ports caused alarm. A prominent 
gene therapy scientist. Dr. James 
Wilson of the University of Penn¬ 
sylvania, published two studies 
reporting liver and other serious 
problems in monkeys and piglets 
that were given experimental 
gene therapies. Several had to be 
euthanized. 

The animal studies tested 
very high intravenous doses of a 
therapy that used a certain virus 
to carry the gene into cells. Rela¬ 
tives of this virus are widely used 
in human gene therapies, but Wil¬ 
son said he does not believe that 
the results in animals have any 
bearing on use of lower doses, 
different types of the virus, or 
therapies given in different ways 
such as a shot. 

The results might mean it will 
be harder to develop gene thera¬ 
pies for some neuro-muscular 
disorders — higher doses in the 
animal studies were thought nec¬ 
essary to get the therapy into the 
brain and throughout muscles. 

The Sangamo study that Ma¬ 
deux is in used much lower doses 
of a different type of the virus. 

Wilson said it was important to 
the field that any safety concerns 
be published quickly. He helped 
lead a very early gene therapy 
experiment that killed a teen in 
1999, putting some other studies 
on hold for years. 

An editorial in the journal 
Human Gene Therapy, which 
published one of Wilson’s animal 
studies, said gene therapy experi¬ 
ments should not stop because 
that might deprive patients of po¬ 
tentially life-saving treatments. 

In the last year, the first gene 
therapies were approved in the 
United States to treat cancer and 
an inherited form of blindness. 


Ben & Jerry’s latest ice cream to go low-calorie 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The competi¬ 
tion among low-calorie ice creams 
is heating up. 

Ben & Jerry’s, known for its 
ice cream filled with chunks of 
fudge, brownies or cookie dough, 
is the latest big brand to launch a 
slimmed-down version of its fro¬ 
zen treats. It’s an effort to better 
compete with Halo Top, a low- 
calorie, low-sugar ice cream that 
is growing fast and sending shiv¬ 
ers through older brands. 


Halo Top’s pints have fewer 
than 400 calories, and it empha¬ 
sizes the full calorie count on the 
front of its package — a move 
others are mimicking. Breyers, 
which like Ben & Jerry’s is owned 
by Unilever, launched a line of 
light ice cream in July whose 
pints have 330 calories or less, 
with totals printed on the front. 

Ben & Jerry’s entry, which will 
hit stores this month, is called 
Moo-phoria and cuts sugar and 
fat but still has cookies and dough. 


Dena Wimette, senior innova¬ 
tion manager at Ben & Jerry’s, 
said customers asked for a lower- 
calorie version but wanted some 
crunch, which is hard to find in 
lighter ice creams. 

The line will come in three fla¬ 
vors. A chocolate and vanilla ice 
cream mixed with cookies has 
140 calories for half a cup, or 560 
calories for the entire container. 
(A regular Ben & Jerry’s pint can 
top 1,000 calories.) Unlike Halo 
Top, the Moo-phoria packages 


print the calorie count for a half¬ 
cup serving on the front. Wimette 
says the company doesn’t want to 
encourage fans to eat the entire 
pint in one sitting. 

But Halo Top’s approach seems 
to be working for it. The compa¬ 
ny’s share of the US. ice cream 
market more than doubled to 1.9 
percent in 2017 from the year be¬ 
fore, according to research com¬ 
pany Euromonitor. Ben & Jerry’s 
market share in that period was 
unchanged at 5.6 percent. 



Ben & jERRY’s/via AP 


Ben & Jerry’s is the latest big 
brand to launch a slimmed-down 
version of its frozen treats. 
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Buildings 
tilt after 
quake in 
Taiwan 

By Taijing Wu 

Associated Press 

HUALIEN, Taiwan — Rescuers 
were working Wednesday to try 
to reach people who were trapped 
after a strong earthquake near 
Taiwan’s east coast caused several 
buildings to cave in and tilt danger¬ 
ously. At least six people were killed 
and scores missing in the quake. 

Video footage and photos showed 
several midsized buildings in 
worst-hit Hualien county leaning 
at sharp angles, their lowest floors 
crushed into mangled heaps of con¬ 
crete, shattered glass, bent iron 
beams and other debris. Firefight¬ 
ers could be seen climbing ladders 
hoisted against windows as they 
sought to reach residents inside 
apartments. 

The shallow, magnitude 6.4 
quake that struck late Tuesday 
night caused at least four buildings 
to cave in and tilt dangerously. 

A maintenance worker who was 
rescued after being trapped in the 
basement of the Marshal Hotel, 
whose ground floor had caved in, 
said the force of the earthquake 
was unusual. 

“At first it wasn’t that big ... we 
get this sort of thing all the time 
and it’s really nothing. But then it 
got really terrifying,” the worker, 
Chen Ming-hui, told Taiwan’s of¬ 
ficial Central News Agency after 
he was reunited with his son and 
grandson following the quake. “It 
was really scary.” 

Two employees of the hotel were 
killed in the disaster, CNA said. 



Taiwan Presidential Office/AP 


Rescuers in Hualien, southeastern Taiwan, continue to search Wednesday for dozens of unaccounted people in several buildings damaged by 
a strong earthquake near the island’s eastern coast. 


Taiwan’s National Fire Agency said 
rescuers freed another employee 
from the rubble. 

Other buildings shifted on their 
foundations and rescuers used lad¬ 
ders, ropes and cranes to get resi¬ 
dents to safety. 

Six people were killed in the 
quake, while 256 others were in¬ 
jured and 76 left unaccounted 
for, according to the fire agency. 
CNA reported that seven had been 
killed. 

The force of the tremor buck¬ 
led roads and disrupted electricity 
and water supplies to thousands of 
households, the fire agency said. 

Japan’s Foreign Ministry said 
nine Japanese were among the in¬ 
jured. Six mainland Chinese were 
also injured, the Chinese Com¬ 
munist Party-run People’s Daily 
reported. 

Taiwanese President Tsai Ing- 
wen moved to reassure the Taiwan¬ 
ese public that every effort would 
be made to look for survivors. In a 


post on her official Facebook page, 
Tsai said she arrived in Hualien 
on Wednesday to review rescue 
efforts. 

China Central Television report¬ 
ed that more than 40 of the missing 
people were trapped in the Yunmen 
Cuiti building, a 12-story apart¬ 
ment building. Rescue efforts at the 
building were suspended because 
the structure was sliding, accord¬ 
ing to Taiwan’s Central Emergency 
Operation Center. 

Taiwanese media reported that 
the Beautiful Life Hotel also was 
tilting. CNA posted photos showing 
a road fractured in several parts. 

The U.S. Geological Survey 
said the quake struck just before 
midnight Tuesday about 13 miles 
northeast of Hualien at a relatively 
shallow depth of about 6.6 miles. 

Taiwan has frequent earthquakes 
due to its position along the “Ring 
of Fire,” the seismic faults encircl¬ 
ing the Pacific Ocean where most 
of the world’s earthquakes occur. 



Chiang Ying-ying/AP 


Rescuers prepare to search an apartment building that collapsed 
after a magnitude 6.4 earthquake struck Taiwan late Tuesday. The 
earthquake caused several buildings to cave in and tilt. 


Saudi corruption sweep shows 
new hierarchy in the kingdom 


Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates — Billionaire 
Prince Alwaleed bin Talal headed outdoors to 
Saudi Arabia’s terracotta-colored sand dunes 
over the weekend, after being interrogated, in¬ 
vestigated and detained for nearly three months 
in the kingdom’s extraordinary anti-corruption 
campaign. 

The photos of the wealthy Saudi investor and 
royal on Twitter project the image of a man who 
still reigns over his own fiefdom. But the prince’s 
more than 80-day detention exposes a new hierar¬ 
chy in the kingdom and brings into focus just how 
little power even the wealthiest royals wield in the 
face of Saudi Arabia’s young potentate-in-waiting. 

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the 
king’s 32-year-old son and heir, oversaw the un¬ 
precedented shakedown of at least 11 princes and 
dozens of business moguls and officials, who to¬ 
gether symbolized the elite structure encircling 
the ruling A1 Saud family. But now there are ques¬ 
tions whether the prince succeeded in his effort to 
centralize power and eradicate corruption. 

The purge is now winding down. More than 300 


of those detained have been 
released, though 56 are still 
in custody and could face 
prosecution. The luxurious 
Ritz-Carlton hotel in Ri¬ 
yadh, where most detainees 
were held, is scheduled to 
reopen to the public on Feb. 14. 

The government says the campaign, which 
began in November, netted an astounding $106 
billion in financial settlements in closed-door ex¬ 
changes with detainees. 

The government has not officially revealed the 
names of the roughly 380 people questioned in the 
probe, though dozens of high-profile names were 
leaked to state-linked media. The government has 
also not detailed the allegations or how detainees 
were being prosecuted, leading to concerns about 
transparency and due process. 

Many detainees remain very wealthy and have 
expressed their loyalty to the king and crown prince 
“because they understand the power dynamics of 
the country,” said Ali Shihabi, founder of the Ara¬ 
bia Foundation, a Washington D.C.-based think 
tank that has links with the Saudi government. 



Germany reaches agreement 
on new coalition government 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — Chancellor Angela 
Merkel’s conservatives and Germa¬ 
ny’s main center-left party reached 
an agreement to form a new coahtion 
government on Wednesday after a final 
session of negotiations that dragged on 
for 24 hours. 

“We have a coalition agreement that 
means positive things for many, many 
citizens,” Merkel’s chief of staff, Peter 
Altmaier, said as he left the talks. “And 
now we all want to have a shower, be¬ 
cause we have negotiated long and 
hard over the last few hours.” 

The deal between Merkel’s Christian 
Democratic Union, its Bavaria-only 
sister party, the Christian Social Union, 
and the center-left Social Democrats 
won’t bring an immediate end to the po- 
htical hmbo following Germany’s Sept. 
24 election. The country has already 
broken its post-World War II record for 
the longest time from an election to the 


swearing-in of a new government. 

A deal will be put to a ballot of the 
Social Democrats’ more than 460,000 
members, a process that will take a 
few weeks. Many members are skep¬ 
tical after the party’s disastrous elec¬ 
tion result, which followed four years 
of a “grand coalition” with the party 
serving as junior partner to Merkel’s 
conservatives. 

On the conservative side, Merkel 
needs only the approval of a party con¬ 
gress of her CDU, a far lower hurdle. 

According to news agency dpa, citing 
unidentified sources, the Social Demo¬ 
crats were set to get the foreign, labor 
and finance ministries — the latter a 
mqjor prize, held by Merkel’s CDU for 
the past eight years. The interior min¬ 
istry, also previously held by the CDU, 
would go to the CSU. 

A rejection of the deal by Social 
Democrat members would leave a mi¬ 
nority government under Merkel or a 
new election as the only viable options. 
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THE CENSUS 


The height, in feet, of a 65-pound harp stolen from a Wichita college over the weekend. Raul Rangel, a music major at Friends 
University, said his harp, valued between $11,000 to $12,000, and his bassoon were stored at the university’s Riney Fine Arts 
center. The area they were in requires a code for access that is given only to specific students and faculty. The Wichita Eagle 
reported the harp is an Aoyama Model 42-B with the serial No. 1-0163. 







David Goldman/AP 


A day for firefighters 


A firefighter climbs steps past 128 pairs of shoes representing each person who died in a fire last year 
in Georgia. The display was part of the annual Georgia Firefighters Recognition Day at the state Capitol 


Woman finds neighbor’s 
dog riding pony 

Hyi^ BOLIVAR — A dog 
I w I riding a one-eyed 
pony into the night is surely a 
spectacle that needs video proof. 
A Missouri woman made sure to 
get exactly that. 

The Springfield News-Leader 
reported that Callie Schenker 
pulled into her driveway Thurs¬ 
day to the sight of her neighbor’s 
Corgi sitting on her horse, Cricket. 
She recorded a 15-second video 
of the pony trotting away into the 
darkness as the canine sits atop, 
looking at the camera. 

The 22-year-old posted the 
video on Facebook with the mes¬ 
sage, “I can’t make this stuff up!!! 
So we pull back in our driveway 
tonight and this is what we see. 
This is not our dog! But apparent¬ 
ly him and Cricket the one-eyed 
wonder pony are best friends.” 
The video has received 5.3 million 
views as of Tuesday morning. 

DNA leads to arrest of 
man in 1988 case 

PHOENIX — A man 

who reported finding a 
woman’s dead body in the desert 
near Phoenix decades ago is now 
charged with killing her. 

The Maricopa County Sheriff’s 
Office said Friday’s arrest of 
Donald Lee Scott, 55, of Glendale 
in the killing of Ann Marie Levee 
in December 1988 stems from a 
DNA match. 

A probable-cause statement 
said Scott and an unidentified 
companion were released after 
they took deputies to where they 
reported finding Levee’s body, 
which had gunshot wounds and 
other injuries. 

The statement said another 
case resulted in Scott providing a 
DNA sample that matched semen 
found in Levee’s vagina. 

Gas station clerk chases 
would-be robber away 

WT BARTON — Police in 
w I Vermont say a man who 
appeared to have a gun attempt¬ 
ed to rob a gas station, but was 
chased away by a clerk. 

Police say, the man entered the 
Circle K gas station in the town of 
Barton at about 3 a.m. Tuesday 
and brandished the weapon. He 
demanded money from the clerk, 
Lester Bousquet. 

Police said Bousquet, 52, didn’t 
give him any money and chased 
him off No one was hurt. 

Ships owned by fishing 
magnate ‘Godfather’ sink 

||i| A NEW BEDFORD 
I w — Massachusetts au¬ 

thorities said two ships owned by 
the imprisoned fishing magnate 
known as the Codfather have 
sunk. 

The New Bedford Fire De¬ 
partment said the fishing vessels 
Dinah Jane and Nemesis sank 
early Monday morning. Officials 
said the vessels were part of Car¬ 
los Rafael’s fleet. 

The U.S. Coast Guard said the 
ships were tied to each other in 
the New Bedford Harbor. No one 
was on board at the time of the 
sinking. 


in Atlanta on Tuesday. 

Off-duty trooper helps 
save choking infant 

ly I PISCATAWAY — Of- 
ficials said an off-duty 
New Jersey State Trooper helped 
saved the life of a choking two- 
week-old infant. 

Trooper Robert Meyer was 
asleep at his Piscataway home 
last weekend after working an 
overnight shift when the grand¬ 
mother of the baby girl rushed 
over, seeking help for the baby 
who had turned blue and was 
struggling to breathe. State police 
said Meyer did not stop to put on 
shoes before rushing over to his 


neighbor’s house. 

He used a bulb syringe to clear 
mucus and vomit blocking the in¬ 
fant girl’s nose and mouth. The 
newborn was later treated and re¬ 
leased from the hospital the same 
day, and she is expected to fully 
recover. 

Great white shark 
stalks Everglade waters 

PI EVERGLADES CITY 
r L — A great white shark 
named George was spotted lin¬ 
gering off the Florida coast 
near the Everglades and Gulf of 
Mexico. 


News outlets cite shark-track¬ 
ing organization OCEARCH as 
reporting George was spotted 
Sunday near the edge of Ever¬ 
glades National Park. 

George was tagged in October 
2016 off the coast of Massachu¬ 
setts. Since then, he’s been spot¬ 
ted near the Atlantic coast from 
Nova Scotia to south Florida and 
had traveled more than 4,500 
miles by Sunday. 

He was last recorded as 702 
pounds and around 10 feet long. 
OCEARCH chief science adviser 
Bob Hueter told The Miami Her¬ 
ald that George probably weighs 
closer to 1,000 pounds now. 


Hiker rescued by 34 
rangers, 12 volunteers 

lyw RAY BROOK—Ahiker 
1^ 1 is recovering from a leg 
injury after 34 state forest rang¬ 
ers and 12 volunteers braved high 
winds and snow in a 37-hour res¬ 
cue operation in the Adirondack 
High Peaks. 

The Department of Environ¬ 
mental Conservation said a hiker 
called 911 in Essex County Satur¬ 
day to report his companion had 
fallen 10 feet from an icy cliff on 
Saddleback Mountain. The in¬ 
jured hiker couldn’t bear weight 
on one leg. 

High winds, snow and cloud 
cover made it impossible to use 
a rescue helicopter, so rangers 
hiked in and set up a base camp. 
They located the hikers around 
4:45 a.m. Sunday. 

The injured hiker was carried 
out of the woods at 1 a.m. on Mon¬ 
day and taken to a hospital. 

False hostage report 
prompts 5-hour standoff 

PI MIAMI — Authorities 
r L say a woman prompted 
a five-hour standoff with police 
at a Miami restaurant by falsely 
claiming that about a dozen peo¬ 
ple were being held hostage. 

The Miami Herald reported 
that Miami police responded to 
Joseph’s Club Restaurant in Little 
Havana on Monday afternoon. 

Police initially responded to re¬ 
ports of a stolen cellphone. When 
the woman, who hasn’t been 
named, came outside, she told 
officers that she had been held 
against her will, and there were 
other hostages inside. 

Police blocked off the street, 
placed snipers on nearby roofs 
and ordered the lockdown of 
two nearby elementary schools. 
When police finally entered the 
building hours later, no hostages 
or weapons were found. 

Ice fishing tourney 
winners investigated 

Hyiiy BRAINERD — Of- 
I w 1 ficials of a Minne¬ 
sota ice fishing tournament are 
investigating some of this year’s 
winners. 

Officials with Brainerd Jaycees 
Ice Fishing Extravaganza said 
they’re investigating whether 
three men from Ohio legitimately 
caught the fish when they say they 
did, the Star Tribune reported. 

Stephan Lyogky and his father, 
Ivan Lyogky, caught two of three 
northern pike that won prizes. A 
relative, Rostik Lyogky, caught 
the sole perch. The men finished 
in first, third and 98th place, re¬ 
spectively. Their prizes have been 
placed on hold. 

Volunteers patrol the area on 
Gull Lake where anglers can fish, 
but with an estimated 12,000 par¬ 
ticipants this year, monitoring 
can be difficult. 

From wire reports 
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Schwarzenegger to star in new TV series 


H: 


By Helena Andrews-Dyer 
The Washington Post 

re’s bahk. 

Arnold Schwar- 
I zenegger, the former 
L bodybuilder turned 
action star turned politician 
turned Donald Trump foil, is 
returning to television. 

The Arnold is set to star in and 
executive produce “Outrider,” a 
Western “event series” being 
developed at Amazon Studios. 

Set in the late 1800s, “Out¬ 
rider” is a “dark and dangerous” 
thriller about a deputy hunting 
down an outlaw in the wilder- 





ness of the Oklahoma Indian 
Territory. Said lawman part¬ 
ners up with “a ruthless federal 
marshal to make sure justice is 
properly served,” according to 
Deadline. 

And guess who plays the fed¬ 
eral marshal who just so hap¬ 
pens to have “immigrated to the 
U.S. from Europe as a child”? 
That’s certainly one way to ex¬ 
plain that accent. 

The “Outrider” role would 
mark Schwarzenegger’s first 
major scripted TV series (ap¬ 
parently we’re all pretending 
his brief gig as host of “Celeb¬ 
rity Apprentice” doesn’t count). 


Kotb says authenticity got ‘Today’ through crisis 


From wire reports 

The “Today” show’s Hoda Kotb believes 
the program’s audience bonded with her 
and co-host Savannah Guthrie over how 
they dealt with Matt Lauer’s firing last 
November on sexual misconduct charges. 

They didn’t pretend there was nothing 
wrong. 

“The people who watch us have been 
watching for a long, long time,” Kotb said. 
“When there’s something up in a family, 
they’re watching it and feeling it, too. It’s 
almost like you don’t want mom and dad 
to say, ‘everything’s fine, there’s nothing 
to see here.’ You want someone to tell you 
that something is wrong and we’re mak¬ 
ing our way through.” 

The NBC News program weathered 
the storm better than expected. “Today” 
slipped past ABC’s “Good Morning Ameri¬ 
ca” into first place in the ratings for nearly 
two months, before “GMA” recovered the 
past two weeks. 

Kotb subbed for Lauer on a couple of 
hours’ notice when he was fired and never 
left. “It felt right,” Kotb said. “It’s like you 
go out on a date with someone and you click 
and you say, ‘do you want to do this again?’ 
And you’re like, ‘can we have breakfast 
every day?’ You just feel like something is 
right and that’s the way it was for me.” 

Guthrie stays away from theories about 
why the show has been on an upswing. She 
joined “Today” when it was reeling from 
Ann Curry’s ouster and took from that a 
lesson to get through crises by keeping 
your head down and doing the work. 

“I really don’t think about (the ratings),” 
she said, “because if I did it would drive 
me crazy.” 

Viewers are watching an evolving friend¬ 
ship and evolving chemistry, said Libby 
Leist, the show’s new executive producer. 

With the trio, a program that is watched 
primarily by women now has them in 


leadership positions. It’s the first time the 
show has not had a male co-host. Although 
the timing may seem fortuitous for NBC 
with the run of stories about men behav¬ 
ing badly, Guthrie said it wasn’t planned 
that way. “As much as it’s exciting to be the 
first female team on the ‘Today’ show, that 
was secondary to the fact that it worked,” 
she said. “And we love doing the show to¬ 
gether. We’re having a great time.” 

Showrunners to make movies 

“Game of Thrones” showrunners D.B. 
Weiss and David Benioff have a plan 
for their post-Westeros life. Disney an¬ 
nounced Tuesday that the two have been 
tasked with writing and directing a new 
series of Star Wars. 

According to Variety, the movies will be 
separate from both the Skywalker narra¬ 
tive that set the original franchise in mo¬ 
tion and the trilogy that Rian Johnson was 
gifted after he delivered “The Last Jedi” 
in December with minimal drama. For 
those keeping score at home, that means 
we have the second spinoff, “Solo,” and 
“Episode IX” to look forward to this year 
and next, plus the third stand-alone in¬ 
stallment, slated for 2020, the Rian John¬ 
son trilogy and the as-yet-unquantified 
series that Weiss and Benioff will helm. 

“We are honored by the opportunity, a 
little terrified by the responsibility, and so 
excited to get started as soon as the final 
season of ‘Game of Thrones’ is complete,” 
Benioff and Weiss said in a statement. 

Ward has new novels planned 

National Book Award winner Jesmyn 
Ward has her next two novels planned. 

On Wednesday, Scribner told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that Ward will write an adult 
novel about an enslaved woman sent from 
the Carohnas to New Orleans. She will then 
work on her first novel for middle graders. 


a “magical adventure” featuring a South¬ 
ern black woman with “special powers.” 

“Even though I read voraciously as a 
child, I never saw myself in books,” Ward 
said in a statement. “Without narratives 
to expand my ideas of who I could be, I 
accepted the stories others told me about 
myself, stories which diminished and be¬ 
littled me and people like me. I want to 
write against that. I’ve wanted to write a 
middle grade/YA book for years, a book 
that might reach the child I once was and 
expand that child’s sense of self” 

Titles and publication dates for the two 
books have not yet been determined. 

Other news 

■ Oprah Winfrey has chosen Tayari 
Jones’ “An American Marriage” as her 
next book club pick. Winfrey’s OWN net¬ 
work and her magazine 0 told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Tuesday that Winfrey had 
selected Jones’ novel about a newly mar¬ 
ried African-American couple and the 
shocking arrest that upends their lives. 
Winfrey’s production company, Harpo 
Films, is planning an adaptation. 

■ Kylie Jenner and Travis Scott an¬ 
nounced Tuesday they’ve named their 
baby girl Stormi. 

■ Prince Harry and Meghan Markle 
are now getting a Lifetime movie about 
their relationship. Murray Fraser and 
Parisa Fitz-Henley have been cast as the 
couple in “Harry & Meghan: A Royal Ro¬ 
mance.” The film is slated to air before the 
May 19 wedding. 

■ The U.S. Postal Service plans to issue 
a new stamp featuring Mister Rogers, the 
children’s television host known for his 
zip-up cardigan, sneakers and soothing 
manner. The Forever stamp will be un¬ 
veiled March 23 in the same Pittsburgh 
public television station where “Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood” was produced. 


Amid controversy, 
Quentin Tarantino 
expresses his regret 

By Jocelyn Noveck 
Associated Press 

Director Quentin Tarantino has re¬ 
sponded to Uma Thurman’s allegation 
that he put her life in danger with a dan¬ 
gerous car stunt on “Kill Bill,” calling the 
incident “the biggest regret of my life.” 

But just as he was making amends for 
that incident — and trying to explain it 
— the director was being excoriated on 
social media Tuesday for remarks he 
made in a 2003 interview with Howard 
Stern that resurfaced online, seemingly 
defending Roman Polanski for having 
sex with a 13-year-old girl, saying the vic¬ 
tim “wanted to have it” and was “down to 
party” with Polanski. 

The incident involving Thurman be¬ 
came public Feb. 3 in a New York Times 
column in which the actress, while also 
making sexual misconduct allegations 
against Harvey Weinstein, recounted 
Tarantino’s persuading her to drive a 
car on the Mexico set that she had been 
warned might be faulty. 

Thurman told columnist Maureen Dowd 
that she’d expressed fear beforehand, and 
asked that a stunt driver do it instead. An 
irritated Tarantino convinced her to do it, 
she said, and she crashed into a tree, suf¬ 
fering what she said was permanent neck 
damage, a concussion and damage to her 
knees. Video that Thurman provided the 
Times — provided to her by Tarantino 
himself — shows her struggling to control 
the car before crashing, and then being 
lifted out of the vehicle. 

In an interview with Deadline published 
Monday, Tarantino disputed some of the 
details in the Times account but said he 
had persuaded Thurman to drive the car, 
although not as angrily as described. He 
said he had driven the road himself and it 
had seemed totally straight, but that a de¬ 
cision was made for Thurman to drive it 
in the other direction, and somehow there 
was a turn that he didn’t expect. “I didn’t 
force her into the car,” he told Deadline. 
“She got into it because she trusted me. 
And she believed me.” He said seeing the 
crash was “just horrible ... It was heart¬ 
breaking.” He called it “the biggest re¬ 
gret of my life.” 

A representative for Tarantino has not 
responded to two requests for comment 
from the Associated Press. 

Thurman spoke out again Monday on 
Instagram, reposting the crash video and 
acknowledging that Tarantino “was deep¬ 
ly regretful and remains remorseful about 
this sorry event, and gave me the footage 
years later so I could expose it and let it 
see the light of day... I am proud of him for 
doing the right thing and for his courage.” 
She said she held the film’s producers and 
“the notorious Harvey Weinstein” respon¬ 
sible for covering up and refusing to give 
her the video for years. 

Thurman also said the director himself 
both spit on her and choked her during 
scenes where it was called for in the script. 
Tarantino explained to Deadhne that he 
spit on Thurman himself because he felt 
he could do accomplish it more efficiently 
than actor Michael Madsen, and that it 
was Thurman’s idea that he choke her. 



AP 


Director of “Kill Bill: Volume 1,” Quentin 
Tarantino, left, and actress Uma Thurman 
arrive at the film’s premiere in 2003. 
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Older investors feel 
sting of market swing 


By Stan Choe 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK—A plunge in stock 
prices always stings, but this re¬ 
cent one dug deeper because more 
Americans are participating in the 
market, particularly older ones. 

Slightly more than half of all U.S. 
families own stocks in some way, 
from workers who got automati¬ 
cally enrolled into their 401 (k) re¬ 
tirement accounts to day-traders 
working their personal accounts. 
The rate of stock ownership is the 
highest since the dawn of the Great 
Recession in 2007. 

On the whole, higher stock 
ownership can be a good thing: It 
means more Americans, not just 
the wealthiest, have benefited from 
the record-setting returns that 
stocks have delivered since the 
current bull market started in early 
2009. But there can be a downside: 
Many Americans are also keeping 
bigger portions of their portfolios 
in stocks than experts recommend, 
led by baby boomers, which accen¬ 
tuates the impact of each swing in 
the market. Even Americans aged 
75 and over are more likely to own 
stocks than at any time since the 
1980s, according to data from the 
Federal Reserve. 

Some investors may have been 
blissfully unaware that stocks were 
growing to an ever-larger portion 
of their portfolio as stock prices 
swelled in recent years. Others 
bought even more stocks because 
they were afraid of missing out on 
the amazingly big and smooth gains 
that the market had been delivering 
before Monday’s loss, the worst day 
in more than six years. 

Either way, nearly 23 percent 
of savers wift a 401 (k) at Fidelity 
had a bigger percentage of their ac¬ 
count in stocks than the investment 


giant recommends, according to 
the company’s most recent data 
from this past autumn. 

Savers nearing retirement, for 
example, should have a portfolio 
with roughly 60 percent in stocks 
and 40 percent in bonds and cash. 
Fidelity says. The average baby 
boomer handling investment deci¬ 
sions for their 401(k) has 70 percent 
in stocks, according to Fidelity. 

“We give them the same advice 
when the market is high as when 
it’s low,” said Jeanne Thompson, 
senior vice president at Fidelity 
Investments. “Make sure to check 
that you’re properly allocated and 
not taking too much risk. Make 
sure you’re able to sleep at night.” 

Finding right balance 

Investors of all ages can benefit 
from investing in stocks. Despite 
their long history of sharp swings 
in price, stocks have gone on to re¬ 
cover — eventually — from every 
decline they’ve had and deliver 
some of the best long-term returns. 

Financial pros generally recom¬ 
mend that younger investors ignore 
the market’s gyrations and, if any¬ 
thing, use drops as an opportunity 
to buy more stocks at a lower price. 
They have the luxury of waiting 
decades for a recovery. Investment 
companies often recommend sav¬ 
ers in their 20s keep about 90 per¬ 
cent of their portfolios in stocks. 

For older Americans nearing re¬ 
tirement or already in it, the math 
is messier. They may not have as 
long a timeframe for investing as 
fresh graduates, but longer lifes¬ 
pans mean they may have more 
than a decade. 

And bonds, which are tradition¬ 
ally supposed to be the safe part of 
a nest egg, are looking riskier. If in¬ 
terest rates rise as expected, bond 



John Wall, 
65, is semi- 
retired and 
keeps a part- 
time job with 
a rideshare 
app to help 
pay bills. 

Wall says 
he lost 
money in his 
investments 
during 

Monday’s dip 
in the stock 
market, so 
he won’t be 
able to retire 
yet in St. 
Petersburg, 
Ha. 

Tamera Lush/AP 


fund prices would fall and drag 
down returns. 

“This is the trickiest time, at 
least in my memory, for an older 
person, as to where to invest,” said 
JJ Kinahan, chief market strategist 
at TD Ameritrade. 

Regardless of age, investors 
should be able to sleep at night if 
the stock portion of their portfolio 
falls 10 percent or more, which is 
a relatively regular occurrence for 
the market. If they can’t, they likely 
have too much invested in stocks. 

Holding steady 

John Wall, 65, is semi-retired 
and keeps a part-time job with a 
rideshare app to help pay hills. 

While sitting in a park in down¬ 
town St. Petersburg, Fla., on 
Tuesday and smoking a cigar as 
he waited for a rideshare custom¬ 
er, Wall shrugged when asked if 
he’d do anything different in light 
of the market dip. 

“Work a little harder so I can 
make money back that I lost,” he 
chuckled. “I’m just going to go on 
like I have been.” 

Stock-owning society 

Fifty two percent of all U.S. 
households owned stocks in 2016, 


up 3 percentage points from three 
years earlier, according to the 
most recent data from the Federal 
Reserve. 

Some of the biggest increases in 
stock ownership have come from 
households toward the lower end of 
the income bracket. Because of the 
stronger labor market, more people 
are getting automatically enrolled 
into workplace plans or can afford 
to start saving, said Peter Brady, 
senior economist at the Investment 
Company Institute. 

Workers in the bottom half for 
income took some of the biggest 
hits during the Great Recession, 
and stock-ownership rates for them 
dropped sharply. “They’re finally 
starting to recover,” Brady said. 


MARKET WATCH 


Feb. 6, 2018 

Dow Jones 567.02 

industrials 24,912.77 

Nasdaq 148.36 

composite 7,115.88 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 8).$1.2677 

Dollar buys (Feb. 8).€0.7888 

British pound (Feb. 8).$1.43 

Japanese yen (Feb. 8).106.00 

South Korean won (Feb. 8).1,055.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.3935 

Canada (Dollar).1.2515 

China (Yuan) 6 2741 

Denmark (Krone).6.0312 

Egypt (Pound).17.6569 

Euro.$1.2341/0.8103 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8189 

Hungary (Forint).251.26 

Israel (Shekel).3.4884 

Japan (Yen) 109 22 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3000 

Norway (Krone) 7 8198 

Philippines (Peso).51.15 

Poland (Zloty) 3 37 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7510 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3203 

South Korea (Won).1,082.72 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9410 

Thailand (Baht).31.56 

Turkey (Lira).3.7781 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


Standard & 46.20 

Poor’s 500 2,695.14 


Russell 

2000 


16.08 

1,507.17 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.50 

30-year bond.3.07 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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By David Ignatius 

Washington Post Writers Group 

AMMAN, Jordan 
or decades, ground zero in Jordan’s 
alliance with America has been 
the headquarters of the General 
Intelligence Department, with 
its forbidding black flag fluttering in the 
breeze at the end of an entry road with the 
unlikely name, “Street of the People.” 

The GID embodied Jordan’s role as 
America’s special Arab friend. Genera¬ 
tions of CIA officers made their bones here 
running joint operations against Palestin¬ 
ian terrorist groups, al-Qaida and Islamic 
State. What the Jordanian service offered 
was its ability to recruit agents in places 
where American spies couldn’t go. 

The GID remains a potent counterter¬ 
rorism partner, U.S. officials say, and Jor¬ 
dan is still a key platform for American 
operations. But there are some new ten¬ 
sions in the relationship, too, which were 
noted by many Jordanians during a four- 
day visit here. Jordan, like other allies with 
strong military and intelligence services, 
has a problem balancing guns and butter. 
Its army and spy service certainly help 
preserve stability, but they don’t finance 
Jordan’s large debt. Indeed, it was telling 
that one of the first subjects mentioned by 
a top GID official here was Jordan’s urgent 
need for a financial-assistance pact with 
the International Monetary Fund. 

Jordan has walked a tightrope since the 
Hashemite monarchy was founded in 1921. 
But these days, the country is literally sur¬ 
rounded by problems. Its schools and social 
services are strained by 1.3 million Syrian 


By Asli Aydintasbas 
Special To The Washington Post 

I n one of his rare foreign policy inter¬ 
views before being elected, Donald 
Trump told The New York Times in 
July 2016 that he is a “fan of Kurds.” 
The candidate also said that if elected, 
“very early on” he would work to fix rela¬ 
tions between Turks and Kurds. 

The paper asked him how. “Meetings,” 
he said. “So if we could put them together, 
that would be something that would be pos¬ 
sible to do, in my opinion.” 

That may not be much of a plan, but 
it’s the last time any American politician 
spoke about securing a Turkish-Kurd- 
ish peace. Two years after the collapse of 
Turkey’s peace talks with Kurds, instead 
of “meetings,” what we have is a sprawl¬ 
ing Turkish-Kurdish war across Turkey, 
Syria and Iraq, pitting a NATO ally against 
Washington’s main partners in the fight 
against Islamic State. 

Turkey considers the Syrian Kurds to be 
terrorists who are affiliated with its own 
Kurdish insurgents and has embarked 
upon a military incursion in the Syrian 
Kurdish town of Afrin. U.S. policymak¬ 
ers are scrambling to avoid the spread of 
the conflict or worse — a direct confron¬ 
tation between the Turkish army and the 
U.S. Special Forces who work with Kurds 
further to the east. They go about it the 
usual way: urging restraint, promising 
Kurds continued cooperation, pledging to 
address Turkey’s security concerns and 
so on. The clumsy balancing act has been 
the hallmark of US. policy in the north of 
Syria since the beginning of military coop¬ 
eration with Kurds in 2015. 

What Washington is not doing is work¬ 
ing on a comprehensive political settle¬ 
ment to the Kurdish issue — with a peace 
plan between Turkey and Kurds as its 
centerpiece. This is based on the wrong as¬ 
sumption that there exists a Chinese wall 


refugees; a half-dozen of its Arab neighbors 
are failed or failing states; and there’s ten¬ 
sion with longtime patrons in Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates. 

“The situation is unprecedented,” warns 
a senior Jordanian official. “Events are ac¬ 
celerating, allegiances are changing, and 
ambiguity is the name of the game.” 

American support has been Jordan’s 
backstop, thanks to bipartisan congressio¬ 
nal backing and strong support at the CIA, 
Pentagon and State Department. That mo¬ 
mentum will continue next week, when the 
two countries are expected to sign a new 
“memorandum of understanding” extend¬ 
ing U.S. financial aid for five years and 
perhaps increasing it to $1.5 billion annu¬ 
ally from the current $1,275 billion. 

Even with some additional U.S. butter, 
guns remain the core of the relationship. 
The Pentagon plans to spend what sources 
say could be more than $300 million to ex¬ 
pand a big air base at Muwaffaq Salti in 
central Jordan and build another one at 
“H-4,” an outpost near Syria that press re¬ 
ports say may be used for drone operations. 
Meanwhile, the CIA continues intense in¬ 
telligence cooperation; GID officials say 
they disrupted 45 terror plots outside the 
country last year, mostly in partnership 
with the agency. 

Jordan’s status as America’s BFF in 
the Arab world faces a surprising new 
challenge from Saudi Arabia. The Trump 
administration (with quiet Israeli encour¬ 
agement) is courting Saudi Arabia’s brash 
crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman. 
“MBS,” as he’s known, is the glamorous 
new guest at the American table. Some 
Jordanians are feeling like the loyal part- 


between Turkey’s own Kurdish issue and 
the one in Syria, and that it is possible to 
juggle Turkey’s concerns with Kurdish 
aspirations simply by smooth-talking both 
sides. In reality, the Kurdish conflict has 
been there since the collapse of the Otto¬ 
man Empire at the end of World War I and 
has now come to a boiling point. The con¬ 
flict runs across Syria and Turkey with the 
same actors on both sides (yes, the Syrian 
Kurds are ideologically and politically af¬ 
filiated with Turkey’s own insurgents, the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party — or PKK) and, 
if unaddressed, will ruin any U.S. efforts to 
stabilize northern Syria. 

The Kurdish conflict is also at the heart 
of the demise of Turkish democracy. Much 
of the government pressure on Turkey’s 
academics, journalists and civil society 
has to do with Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s recent reincarnation as 
a Turkish nationalist with an iron fist pur¬ 
suing hard-line policies on Kurds. Under 
both the Obama and Trump administra¬ 
tions, U.S. governments hoped that turning 
a blind eye to Turkey’s democratic decline 
and heavy-handed treatment of its Kurds 
would give Pentagon a free hand to work 
with Syrian Kurds. That was wrong. The 
real price tag on arming Syrian Kurds 
ended up being the destruction of Turkey’s 
democracy. What a raw deal to attempt to 
stabilize a war-torn region at the cost of de¬ 
stabilizing a NATO partner! 

But, people often ask me, isn’t it a little 
Pollyanna-ish to ask Erdogan to return to 
democracy — and hence the peace process 
with Turkey’s Kurds? Not really. Erdogan 
is a pragmatist who has a dire need to con¬ 
solidate his dwindling support base before 
next year’s presidential elections. After 
that, he could be amenable to a new round 
of talks — the “meetings” Trump talked 
about. Also, for a good part of the past de¬ 
cade, Erdogan’s government saw Kurds 
in its neighborhood as an asset to expand 


ner whose affections have been forgotten. 

The Saudi leader is trying to repackage 
the kingdom as a voice of moderate Islam, 
which has been Jordan’s special mission. 
And MBS is subtly supporting President 
Donald Trump’s “ultimate deal” on the Is- 
raeli-Palestinian problem, despite Jorda¬ 
nian misgivings. 

What worries Amman is that Trump’s 
disruptive diplomacy — symbolized by his 
decision in December to move the embassy 
in Israel to Jerusalem — will cause inter¬ 
nal political problems for Jordan, with its 
large Palestinian population. When Pales¬ 
tinian leader Mahmoud Abbas denounces 
Trump’s peace process, Jordan fears it 
will have to pick up the pieces. 

The Trump White House’s ardor for 
MBS comes at a moment when Jordan’s re¬ 
lations with Riyadh have cooled. A senior 
Jordanian official cites three key disagree¬ 
ments: The Jordanians didn’t send ground 
troops to join the Saudi invasion of Yemen 
three years ago. Jordan also balked at the 
Saudi campaign against Qatar, perhaps 
mindful of the 50,000 Jordanians working 
in Doha. Finally, the Jordanians disagreed 
with Saudi calls for a legal crackdown on 
the Muslim Brotherhood, believing that 
the GID’s covert containment of the Broth¬ 
erhood was more effective. 

It’s easy to take Jordan for granted. Be¬ 
cause it has made a solid peace with Israel 
and an accommodation with the modern, 
secular world, Jordan sometimes seems 
to run on autopilot. But if the Hashemite 
monarchy becomes unglued like so many 
of its neighbors, it could have disastrous 
consequences — not least for Israel, next 
door. 


regional influence — instead of a liability 
for its territorial integrity. Turkey was en¬ 
gaged in talks with the PKK and hosted 
Syrian Kurdish leaders in Ankara on many 
occasions. That only ended in mid-2015. 

Kurds make up almost a fifth of Tur¬ 
key’s population, and almost everyone 
here understands that to secure Turkey’s 
long-term territorial integrity there has to 
be some type of normalization with Kurds 
— rather than fighting them across Iraq, 
Syria and Turkey forever. 

Here is what to do. Washington must 
also urge Turkish forces to avoid civilian 
casualties and not to enter the city center 
of Afrin — to prevent urban fighting that 
could inflame communal tensions between 
Turks and Kurds inside Turkey. It is equal¬ 
ly important to push the PKK to declare a 
cease-fire inside Turkey. That would ease 
off of the repressive rationale for continu¬ 
ing with a state of emergency — or em¬ 
barking on cross-border operations. 

Since Trump has a good personal rap¬ 
port with Erdogan, he can then use his 
famous deal-making powers to urge his 
Turkish counterpart to return to peace 
talks with Kurds after the 2019 elections. 
To do so, Turks will almost certainly need 
assurances that Syrian Kurds will not seek 
independence or continue to run non-Kurd¬ 
ish towns such as Raqqa or Manbij. That 
can be addressed by providing inclusive 
local representation and a certain level of 
decentralization in Syria’s north. Coupled 
with that, Ankara must start a peace pro¬ 
cess at home, with its own Kurds and their 
representatives. 

The alternative to all of this is prolonged 
and transnational struggle between Turks 
and Kurds — further pushing Turkey into 
the abyss of a retro national-security state 
and Syria into a new level of destruction. 

And who wants that? 

AsirAydinT^FaFls'aV^nlbTTeTlow'M'the 

European Council on Foreign Relations and a 
columnist for Turkish daily Cumhuriyet. 
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OPINION_ 

Brady never just goes through the motions 



Matt Slocum/AP 


New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady warms up before Super Bowl 52 against 
the Philadelphia Eagles on Sunday in Minneapolis. The Patriots lost, 41-33. 


By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
he delirium over the Philadelphia 
Eagles’ victory over the New 
England Patriots seems to have 
been matched by delight in Tom 
Brady’s defeat and the phantom throw of 
the century. 

There he was, arguably the greatest 
quarterback ever to caress the pigskin, 
about to throw a crucial pass in the final 
few minutes — and the ball disappeared. 
Knocked out of his hand by the Eagles’ 
Brandon Graham, the loose ball was then 
covered by Eagles lineman Derek Barnett 
while Brady, his mind and shoulder already 
melded in forward motion, continued with 
the pass anyway. 

It was surely cringe-worthy in slow-mo- 
tion replay — painful for fans but endlessly 
entertaining if you happen to be a die-hard 
Eagles fan. Or if, say, you’ll never forgive 
Brady for Deflategate. 

Glee over Brady’s humiliation was wide¬ 
spread across social media. Rarely has 
schadenfreude — pleasure in another’s 
misery — been so enthusiastically ex¬ 
pressed, fueled by contempt for the Pa¬ 
triots’ perennial success and the team’s 
kill-stare coach Bill Belichick; but mostly 
it was Brady, who, no matter what else he 
does will always be a cheater in the minds 
of many football fans. 

For them, Brady’s four-game suspen¬ 
sion last year after an NFL investigation 
found “substantial and credible evidence” 
that Brady knew Patriots employees were 
deflating footballs (allegedly the way he 
liked them) wasn’t enough. Watching him 
lose control of the ball at a pivotal moment 


in the Super Bowl helped a lot. But what 
the Eagles’ win revealed was that, while 
people may forgive a guy for cheating on 
his wife (see: world history), they seem to 
have a tougher time forgiving him for al¬ 
legedly cheating on the field. 

If many felt that Brady essentially re¬ 
ceived a pass with his brief suspension, 
Sunday was the day Karma came to Min¬ 
neapolis. To watch the underdog Eagles 
win was sublime in its own way, regard¬ 
less of whose team one supported. But to 
see Brady — this immensely talented guy 
who was born lucky, married luckier (su¬ 
permodel Gisele Bundchen) and honed his 
God-given talents to walk taller than most 
mortals — to see him tumble from the pan¬ 
theon of myth came close to ecstasy. 

Who needs mood-elevating pharmaceu¬ 
ticals when you can watch Tom Brady sit 
like a befuddled baby in the middle of a 
mash while his fully inflated ball takes a 
hike the other way? 

Not yours truly. I’m still wincing. And, 
I was pulling for Brady for my own rea¬ 
sons, which have nothing to do with his 
lanky, chiseled good looks. Nothing. But 
I don’t hate him for those attributes, ei¬ 
ther, though some apparently do. Tricia 
Romano recently wrote that Brady is the 
“embodiment of the Straight White Guy 
Who’s Never Had to Suffer for Anything 
in His Life” in an essay for longreads.com 
titled, “Why We Love to Hate Tom Brady.” 
(Romano is also the author of the Twitter 
account now christened “Tom Brady has 
Finally Been Stopped.”) 

If you walk on water, someone’s going to 
want to drown you. (Ibid.) 

Love him or hate him, Brady at work is 
a thing of beauty. Extreme competence 
is its own art form. As spectators, we vi¬ 


cariously experience immaculate execu¬ 
tion and become part of a higher level of 
human endeavor. We can’t do whatever it 
is, but the fact of the feat itself elevates the 
viewer. Imagine being the doer. 

That Brady at 40 is still pushing the lim¬ 
its and chasing his best is one of the rea¬ 
sons I was pulling for him. It’s the same 
with tennis. As much as I love the Span¬ 
iard, I will always belong to the Swiss mae¬ 
stro. Watching Rafael Nadal, who is 31, and 
Roger Federer, 36, play singles is about as 
close as most people get to the ballet the¬ 


ater. But no perfectly executed quadruple 
pirouette is any more breathtaking than 
watching “old-man” Federer race along 
the baseline and slide into a glissade to 
slam the ball cross-court into no-man’s 
corner pocket. 

If Brady has been football’s most-hated 
hero, maybe his detractors can now see 
him as merely human and, thus, deserving 
of a second chance. But meanwhile, have 
you ever seen a more beautiful quarter¬ 
back, inside and out, than Nick Foies? Fly, 
Eagles, fly! 



Now we have snakes on a plane for emotional support 


By George F. Will 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
hen next you shoehorn your¬ 
self into one of America’s 
ever-shrinking airline seats, 
you might encounter a new 
wrinkle in the romance of air travel. You 
might be amused, or not, to discover a mid¬ 
size — say, 7-feet long — boa constrictor 
named Oscar coiled contentedly, or so you 
hope, in the seat next to you. Oscar is an 
“emotional-support animal.” He belongs 
to the person in the seat on the other side 
of him, and he is a manifestation of a new 
item, or the metastasizing of an old item, 
on America’s menu of rights. Fortunately, 
the federal government is on the case, so 
you can relax and enjoy the flight. 

The rapid recent increase of emotional- 
support animals in airplane cabins is an 
unanticipated consequence of a federal law 
passed with the best of intentions, none of 
which pertained to Dexter the peacock, 
more about whom anon. In 2013, the De¬ 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop¬ 
ment told providers of public housing that 
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 (ADA) mandates “reasonable accom¬ 
modations” for persons who require “as¬ 
sistance animals.” 

The Air Carrier Access Act of 1986 al¬ 
lows access to animals trained to provide 
emotional support. Federal guidelines 
say airlines must allow even emotional- 
support animals that have a potential to 
“offend or annoy” passengers, but that air¬ 
lines are allowed to — let us not sugarcoat 
this — discriminate against some “unusu- 



AP 


A service dog named Orlando rests on 
the foot of its trainer, John Reddan, while 
sitting inside a United Airlines plane at 
Newark Liberty International Airport in 
New Jersey during training in April. 

al” animals. 

Yet a New York photographer and per¬ 
formance artist named, according to The 
Associated Press, Ventiko recently was de¬ 
nied the right to board her Newark-to-Los 
Angeles flight with her “emotional-support 


peacock,” for whom Ventiko had bought a 
ticket. And there is a 29-year-old traveler 
who insists that she cannot “think about 
life without” Stormy, her emotional-sup- 
port parakeet. So, if Oscar’s owner says 
Oscar provides support, and the owner 
lawyers up... 

In contemporary America, where whims 
swiftly become necessities en route to be¬ 
coming government-guaranteed entitle¬ 
ments, it is difficult to draw lines. Besides, 
lines are discouraged lest someone (or 
some species?) be “stigmatized” by being 
“marginalized.” The line JetBlue has 
drawn dehumanizes snakes. Yes, they are 
not technically human, but don’t quibble. 
Anyway, soon enough there will be a lobby 
(“Rights for Reptiles”?), and lobbies are 
precursors to entitlements. 

JetBlue is attempting to fly between 
the Scylla of passengers discomforted 
by a duck waddling down the aisle (even 
though it is wearing a diaper; this has hap¬ 
pened more than once) and the Charybdis 
of animal advocates who are hypersensi¬ 
tive to speciesism, aka anti-pet fascism. 
JetBlue says that “unusual animals” such 
as “snakes, other reptiles, ferrets, rodents 
and spiders” are verboten, even as emo¬ 
tional-support animals. Southwest rather 
sternly says that passengers accompanied 
by emotional-support animals had better 
have papers from credentialed experts 
certifying “a mental or emotional disability 
recognized in the Diagnostic and Statisti¬ 
cal Manual of Mental Disorders — Fourth 
Edition.” But the DSM already accords the 
status of disability to almost every imagin¬ 
able human trait or quirk and is eager to 
imagine new ones. 


Delta experienced a nearly one-year 
doubling of what it delicately calls “in¬ 
cidents” (urinating, defecating, biting). 
“Farm poultry,” hedgehogs and creatures 
with tusks are unwelcome on Delta, which 
is going to be alert regarding the booming 
market for forged documents attesting to 
emotional neediness. The Association of 
Flight Attendants is pleased, perhaps be¬ 
cause one of its members was asked to give 
a dog oxygen because the dog’s owner said 
it was having a panic attack. 

Now, let us, as the lawyers say, stipulate 
a few things. Quadrupeds, and no-peds 
like Oscar, have done a lot less damage 
to the world than have bipeds, and often 
are better mannered than many of today’s 
human air travelers. Animals can be com¬ 
forting to anyone and can be therapeutic 
to the lonely, the elderly with symptoms of 
senescence, and soldiers and others suffer¬ 
ing post-traumatic stress disorder. Studies 
have purported to show that people liv¬ 
ing with pets derive myriad benefits, in¬ 
cluding lower cholesterol. A Washington 
Post report says “horses are used to treat 
sex addiction.” Thank you. Post, for not 
elaborating. 

But the proliferation of emotional-sup- 
port animals suggests that a cult of per¬ 
sonal fragility is becoming an aspect of the 
quest for the coveted status of victim. The 
cult is especially rampant in colleges and 
universities, which increasingly embrace 
the therapeutic mission of assuaging the 
anxieties of the emotionally brittle. There, 
puppies are deployed to help students cope 
with otherwise unbearable stresses, such 
as those caused by final exams or rumors 
of conservatism. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



DOWN 

1 Soup container 

2 Lennon’s lady 

3 “Oh, that 
explains it!” 

4 Signs in the sky 

5 Actress Longoria 

6 Sunbeams 

7 Mary-Kate 
or Ashley 

8 Use 

9 “Chicago” 
actor Richard 

10— about 
(roughly) 

11 Tools with teeth 

16 Copper head? 

20 Meadow 


21 Mexican snack 

22 Concept 

23 Ewe’s mate 
27 Bankroll 

29 Gilligan’s boat 

30 Volcanic flow 

31 Ireland 

33 Extra helpings 
35 Ump 

38 Author Brown 
40 Genie’s 
bestowals 
43 “Don Juan” poet 

45 Scribble (down) 

46 Long lunch? 

47 It takes the cake 

48 Lion’s pride? 

49 Calf-length 

53 “Shoo!” 

54 Vintage 

55 Director Craven 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 




seethe SUN RIGHT NOW 
SHINING IN ONE HE'S EMPTY- 
EAR ANP OUT THE HBADEP 


silloWande-reform plan 
will ^implifi) tike prode^^ 
an«l kelp kardworking 
parents like ^ou. 


Bizakkocom 

rat;el.ook.<;om/ BizarroComiiifi 

(g)7c?ig 




ACROSS 

1 Bamboozle 
4 Nada 
8 Hollywood 
dashers 

12 Year in Spain 

13 Cameo shape 

14 TV’s “Warrior 
Princess” 

15 Currently 

17 Ship’s front 

18 Kimono sash 

19 Merchants 

21 Singer’s bane 

24 “The Matrix” hero 

25 Toss in 

26 Cornfield noise 
28 Bridal path 

32 Mediocre grades 
34 Scratch 

36 Despot 

37 Propelled a scull 
39 Morning moisture 

41 Roman 1006 

42 Taxi 

44 South Pacific 
native 

46 Sound-alike word 

50 Junior 

51 Author Hunter 

52 “ASAP!” 

56 Tear 

57 Garfield’s pal 

58 World Cup cheer 

59 Till bills 


CRYPTOQUIP 

HSUQ JKT XBBGJ X 

HXCUDBDKKP AKXCRQM CK 

VKYU VTDPXAUV, JKT’LU 

MRLUQ CSUY CSU VUXGXQC 

CDUXCYUQC. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THE GREEK SPEAKERS 
MISUSED THEIR THIRD ALPHABET LETTER. 
HURRY, SOMEBODY CALL THE GAMMA POLICE! 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals T 
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free classifieds! 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Open Sud de France 

Tuesday 

At Sud de France Arena-Montpellier 
Montpellier, France 
Purse: $624,335 (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Singles 
First Round 

Carlos Taberner, Spain, def. Norbert 
Combos, Slovakia, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (1). 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Stefano 
Tsitsipas, Greece, 4-6, 7-5, 7-5. 

Ricardas Berankis, Latvia, def. Julien 
Benneteau, France, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 

Gilles Simon, France, def. Yannick 
Maden, Germany, 6-1, 4-6, 7-6 (3). 

Karen Khachanov, Russia, def. David 
Ferrer (7), Spain, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-4. 

Doubies 
First Round 

Tristan Lamasine and Lucas Pouiiie, 
France, def. Mikhaii Eigin and Andrey 
Rublev, Russia, 7-6 (2), 7-5. 

Dustin Brown, Germany, and Benoit 
Paire, Germany, def. Caivin Flemery and 
Vincent Miilot, France, 7-5, 6-3. 

Jeremy Chardy and Fabrice Martin, 
France, def. Benjamin Bonzi and Flugo 
Gaston, France, 7-6 (4), 7-5. 

Sander Arends, Netherlands, and An¬ 
tonio Sancic, def. Guiliermo Garcia-Lopez 
and David Marrero, Spain, 5-7, 6-2,10-8. 

Andre Begemann, Germany, and Jona¬ 
than Eysseric, France, def. Roman Jebavy, 
Czech Repubiic, and Andrei Vasilevski 
(3), Beiarus, 7-6 (6), 6-7 (5), 10-7. 


College basketball 

1 

Pro baseball 

1 

College baseball 

1 

Golf 


Sofia Open 


Tuesday 
At Arena Armeec Sofia 
Sofia, Buigaria 
Purse: $624,335 (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Mirza Basic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, def. 
Sergey Stakhovsky, Ukraine, 6-4, 6-1. 

Jozef Kovalik, Siovakia, def. Radu Al- 
bot, Moidova, 6-3, 6-3. 

Martin Kiizan, Siovakia, def. Aiexander 
Donski, Bulgaria, 7-5, 6-1. 

Denis istomin, Uzbekistan, def. Adrian 
Andreev, Buigaria, 6-3, 6-4. 

Viktor Troicki (6), Serbia, def. Ernests 
Guibis, Latvia, 6-3, 6-7 (2), 6-3. 

Doubies 
First Round 

Nikoia Mektic, Croatia, and Aiexander 
Peya (2), Austria, def. Evgeny Donskoy 
and Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, 6-2, 6-4. 

Maximilian Marterer, Germany, and 
Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Radoslav and 
Vasil Shandarov, Bulgaria, 6-1, 6-2. Ra¬ 
doslav Shandarov Vasil Shandarov 

Scott LIpsky, United States, and Divij 
Sharan, India, def. Dimitar Kuzmanov 
and Vasko Mladenov, Bulgaria, 6-4,6-4. 

Nicholas Monroe, United States, and 
John-Patrick Smith (3), Australia, def. 
Marius Copil and Florin Mergea, Roma¬ 
nia, 4-6, 6-1, 10-6. 

Ecuador Open 

Tuesday 

At Ciub Jacaranda 
Quito, Ecuador 
Purse: $501,345 (WT250) 

Surface: Ciay-Outdoor 
Singies 
First Round 

Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, def. Floracio 
Zeballos (5), Argentina, 6-4, 7-6 (8). 

Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, def. 
Federico Gaio, Italy, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 


AP sportlight 


Feb. 8 

1936 — Jay Berwanger, University of 
Chicago halfback and Heisman Trophy 
winner, is the first player ever selected 
in the NFL Draft. The Philadelphia Eagles 
make the pick and eventually trade his 
rights to the Chicago Bears. 

1950 — Man o’ War is selected the 
greatest horse of the half century by The 
Associated Press. Man o’ War, as a 2- and 
3-year-old, is a winner in 20 of 21 races 
and holds five track records. 

1962 — Wilt Chamberlain of the Phila¬ 
delphia Warriors scores 59 points in a 
136-120 victory over the New York Knicks 
and beats his own single-season scoring 
record of 3,033 by six points. 

1964 — Billy Kidd and James Fleuga 
win the first men’s Olympic Alpine ski¬ 
ing medals for the United States with a 
silver and bronze in the slalom. 

1975 — The New Orleans Jazz get their 
first road win in franchise history, end¬ 
ing a 28-game road losing streak. The 
Jazz beat the Fiawks in Atlanta 106-102 
to improve their record to 7-44. 

1996 — Charles Barkley becomes the 
22nd NBA player to reach 20,000 points, 
scoring 30 in the Phoenix Suns’ 107-102 
victory over New Jersey. 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Baruch 74, Brooklyn 50 
Penn 82, Princeton 65 
Providence 73, Georgetown 69 
Yeshiva 86, Old Westbury 61 

SOUTH 

Brescia 97, Asbury 82 
Davidson 91, Saint Joseph’s 62 
Kentucky Christian 91, Boyce 69 
Mississippi St. 67, Alabama 63 
Missouri 75, Mississippi 69 
Tennessee 61, Kentucky 59 
Wichita St. 85, Memphis 65 
MIDWEST 

Ball St. 59, Bowling Green 56 
Benedictine (III.) 83, Concordia (Wis.) 75 
Buffalo 88, Cent. Michigan 82 
Cincinnati 77, UCF 40 
E. Michigan 71, Kent St. 67 
Kansas 71, TCU 64 
Marian (Wis.) 67, Wis. Lutheran 61 
Michigan St. 96, Iowa 93 
Missouri St. 81, Indiana St. 62 
Nebraska 91, Minnesota 85 
Northwestern 61, Michigan 52 
Notre Dame 96, Boston College 85 
Ohio 99, Akron 75 
St. Cloud St. 76, Minn. Duluth 63 
Toledo 82, N. Illinois 77 
W. Michigan 68, Miami (Ohio) 64 
Xavier 98, Butler 93, OT 
SOUTHWEST 

Arkansas 81, South Carolina 65 
Baylor 67, Oklahoma St. 56 

FAR WEST 

Air Force 78, Colorado St. 73 
Boise St. 73, New Mexico 71 
Fresno St. 79, San Diego St. 61 
Northwest U. 71, Evergreen St. 58 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 9 Duke at No. 21 North Carolina 
No. 11 Saint Mary’s at Loyola Marymount 
No. 12 Gonzaga at Pacific 
No. 13 Arizona vs. UCLA 
No. 16 Clemson vs. Pittsburgh 
Friday’s game 

No. 18 Rhode Island vs. Davidson 
Saturday’s games 
No. 1 Villanova vs. Butler 
No. 2 Virginia vs. Virginia Tech 
No. 3 Purdue at No. 4 Michigan State 
No. 5 Xavier at Creighton 
No. 7 Texas Tech at Kansas State 
No. 8 Auburn at Georgia 
No. 10 Kansas at Baylor 
No. 11 Saint Mary’s vs. No. 12 Gonzaga 
No. 13 Arizona vs. Southern Cal 
No. 14 Ohio State vs. Iowa 
No. 15 Tennessee at Alabama 
No. 17 Oklahoma at Iowa State 
No. 19 West Virginia vs. Oklahoma State 
No. 21 North Carolina at N.C. State 
No. 22 Wichita State vs. UConn 
No. 23 Nevada vs. San Diego State 
No. 24 Kentucky at Texas A&M 
No. 25 Miami at Boston College 
Sunday’s games 
No. 6 Cincinnati at SMU 
No. 9 Duke at Georgia Tech 
No. 20 Michigan at Wisconsin 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Brooklyn 79, Baruch 46 
Old Westbury 87, Yeshiva 33 

SOUTH 

Berea 87, Maryville (Tenn.) 74 
Brescia 66, Asbury 60 
Charleston Southern 63, Campbell 59 
Florida Gulf Coast 67, North Florida 52 
Fligh Point 75, Longwood 39 
Liberty 59, Gardner-Webb 41 
Pikeville 66, Kentucky Christian 48 
Presbyterian 64, Winthrop 58 
Radford 64, UNC Asheville 48 
St. Andrews 72, Bluefield St. 46 
MIDWEST 

St. Cloud St. 71, Minn. Duluth 65 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 2 Mississippi State at Florida 
No. 7 South Carolina at Alabama 
No. 10 Maryland at Michigan State 
No. 11 Tennessee at Arkansas 
No. 12 Florida State vs. Virginia 
No. 13 Ohio State vs. Rutgers 
No. 14 Texas A&M vs. Mississippi 
No. 15 Missouri vs. Kentucky 
No. 18 Georgia vs. Vanderbilt 
No. 21 Michigan vs. Northwestern 
No. 23 N.C. State at Miami 
Friday’s games 
No. 8 UCLA vs. Arizona 
No. 9 Oregon at Washington 
No. 16 Oregon State at Washington State 
No. 17 Stanford vs. Utah 
No. 25 Arizona State at Southern Cal 
Saturday’s games 

No. 1 UConn vs. Wichita State at the 
XL Center, Hartford, Conn. 

No. 3 Baylor vs. No. 24 TCU 
No. 6 Texas vs. Kansas State 
No. 20 Green Bay at Milwaukee 
No. 22 Oklahoma State at Iowa State 
Sunday’s games 

No. 2 Mississippi State vs. Kentucky 

No. 5 Notre Dame vs. Georgia Tech 

No. 7 South Carolina vs. Florida 

No. 8 UCLA vs. No. 25 Arizona State 

No. 9 Oregon at Washington State 

No. 10 Maryland at Rutgers 

No. 11 Tennessee vs. No. 18 Georgia 

No. 12 Florida State at Miami 

No. 13 Ohio State at South Florida 

No. 14 Texas A&M at LSU 

No. 15 Missouri at Arkansas 

No. 16 Oregon State at Washington 

No. 17 Stanford vs. Colorado 

No. 19 Duke at Clemson 

No. 21 Michigan at Michigan State 

No. 23 N.C. State at North Carolina 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK — The 105 remaining free 
agents (q-rej’ected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (9) - Pedro Alvarez; dh- 
Ib; Ryan Flaherty, 2b: Craig Gentry, of; 
J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Ub- 
aldo Jimenez, rhp; Wade Miley, Ihp; Seth 
Smith, of; Chris Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (5) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajal Davis, of; Edu¬ 
ardo Nunez, inf; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) - Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

CLEVELAND (1) - Craig Breslow, Ihp. 
DETROIT (1) — Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (4) - Carlos Beltran, dh; Ty¬ 
ler Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, Ihp; 
Cameron Maybln, of. 

KANSAS CITY (6) - Melky Cabrera, of; 
Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-ErIc Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (9) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b: Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Huston Street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (3) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Glen Perkins, Ihp; Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (3) - Todd Frazier, 3b; Jai¬ 
me Garcia, Ihp; Matt Holliday, dh. 

SEATTLE (3) - Jarrod Dyson, of; Car¬ 
los Ruiz, c; Danny Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (7) - Peter Bourjos, of; 
q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lucas Duda, lb; Logan 
Morrison, lb; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby 
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (4) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike 
Napoli, lb. 

TORONTO (3) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Jose Bautista, of; Michael Saunders, of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (2) - Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; 
J.D. Martinez of. 

ATLANTA (2) - R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (4) - q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, rhp; Koji Uehara, 
rhp. 

CINCINNATI (3) - Bronson Arroyo, rhp; 
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (5) — Carlos Gonzalez, of; 
Ryan Hanigan, c; q-Greg Holland, rhp; 
Jonathan Lucroy, c; Mark Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethier, of; Franklin Gutierrez, of; 
Chase Utley, 2b; Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (2) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Neil Walker, 2b. 

PHILADELPHIA (3) - Clay Buchholz, 
rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, of; Daniel Nava, of. 

PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (2) — q-Lance Lynn, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (1) - Erick Aybar, ss. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b; Michael Morse, 
ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (7) - Joe Blanton, rhp; 
Alejandro De Aza, of; Stephen Drew, 2b; 
Adam Lind, lb; Oliver Perez, Ihp; Ryan 
Raburn, of; Jayson Werth of. 


Tuesday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Freed-Hardeman 5, Martin Methodist 4 
Rhodes 12, Le Moyne-Owen 5 
Tenn. Wesleyan 16, Cumberlands 4 


College hockey 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

UMass 5, Merrimack 2 
UMass-Lowell 4, American International 0 


Fight schedule 

Feb. 10 

At Copper Box Arena, London, Zolani 
Tete vs. Omar Narvaez, 12, for Tete’s 
WBO bantamweight title. 

At Hartman Arena, Park City, Kansas, 
Tramaine Williams vs. Alexei Collado, 12, 
for the vacant WBO International super 
bantamweight title. 

At Cancun, Mexico, Miguel Berchelt 
vs. Cristian Mljares, 12, for Berchelt’s 
WBC junior lightweight title. 

Feb. 16 

At Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 
Reno, Nev., Raymundo Beltran vs. Pau- 
lus Moses, 12, for the vacant WBO World 
lightweight title; Egidijus Kavaliauskas 
vs. David Avanesyan, 10, welterweights. 

Feb. 17 

At Manchester, England, George 
Groves vs. Chris Eubank Jr., 12, for Groves’ 
WBA Super World and Eubanks’ IBO su¬ 
per middleweight titles (World Boxing 
Super Series semifinals); Ryan Walsh vs. 
Isaac Lowe, 12, for Walsh’s British feath¬ 
erweight title; Arfan Iqbal vs. Simon Val- 
lily, 10, for Iqbal’s English cruiserweight 
title. 

At El Paso, Texas, Devon Alexander 
vs. Victor Ortiz, 12, welterweights; Caleb 
Plant vs. Rogelio Medina, 12, IBF super 
middleweight eliminator. 

At Mandalay Bay Events Center, Las 
Vegas, Danny Garcia vs. Brandon Rios, 
12, welterweights; David Benavidez vs. 
Ronald Gavril, 12, for Benavidez’s WBC 
World super middleweight title. 

Feb. 22 

At Fantasy Springs Resort Casino, In- 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Agreed to 
terms with 2B Jonathan Schoop on a 
one-year contract. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Assigned 
OF Rey Fuentes outright to Reno (PCL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Signed 
a two-year player development contract 
extension with Harrisburg (EL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA - Fined the LA. Lakers $50,000 
for violating the league’s anti-tampering 
rule. Suspended Detroit F Willie Reed six 
games for a domestic violence incident. 

Women’s NBA 

LOS ANGELES SPARKS - Re-signed G 
Alana Beard. Signed G Jolene Anderson 
and C Saicha Grant-Alien to training 
camp contracts. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Signed OL 
James Ferentz and Jason King, WRs Cody 
Hollister and Riley McCarron, DBs David 
Jones and Damarius Travis, CBs Ryan 
Lewis and Jomal Wiltz, LB Trevor Reilly 
andTE Will Tye. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Named Ter¬ 
rell Williams defensive line coach, Tony 
Dews running backs coach and Keith 
Carter offensive line coach. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Recalled LW Nic 
Kerdiles from San Diego (AHL). 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Reassigned 
F Michael Bournival to Syracuse (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

D.C. UNITED — Traded general alloca¬ 
tion money to Toronto for targeted allo¬ 
cation money. 

NEW YORK RED BULLS - Named Tom 
Bowden senior director/ticket sales and 
service, Darren Meyer senior director/ 
marketing partnerships and premium 
services, Logan Smith director/strategy 
and analytics, Justin Baler senior man¬ 
ager/marketing and DJ McCaffrey senior 
manager/facility operations. 

SACRAMENTO REPUBLIC FC - Signed 
G Rafael Di'az. 

SPORTING KANSAS CITY - Signed M 
Felipe Gutierrez as designated player. 

TORONTO FC - Acquired $225,000 
in general allocation money from D.C. 
United for $337,500 in targeted allocation 
money. 

COLLEGE 

METRO ATLANTIC ATHLETIC CONFER¬ 
ENCE — Named Phil Paquette director of 
new media/communications. 

BYU — Named AJ Steward running 
back coach. 

WASHINGTON — Announced junior QB 
Jacob Eason is transferring from Geor¬ 
gia. 

KENTUCKY - Suspended men’s bas¬ 
ketball F Tai Wynyard until further no¬ 
tice. 

SOUTHERN CAL - Extended the 
contract of Clay Helton football coach 
through the 2023 season. 


sil Wangek vs. Juan Francisco Estrada, 
12, for Wangek’s WBC World super fly¬ 
weight title; Carlos Cuadras vs. McWil¬ 
liams Arroyo, 10, junior bantamweights; 
Brian Viloria vs. Artem Dalakian, 12, for 
the vacant WBA World flyweight title. 

Feb. 28 

At Korakuen Hall, Tokyo, Danny Ro¬ 
man vs. Ryo Matsumoto, 12, for Roman’s 
WBA super bantamweight title. 

March 1 

At Tokyo, Luis Nery vs. Shinsuke Ya- 
manaka, 12, for Nery’s WBC World ban¬ 
tamweight title; Ryosuke Iwasa vs. Er¬ 
nesto Saulong, 12, for Iwasa’s IBF junior 
featherweight title. 

March 3 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., De- 
ontay Wilder vs. Luis Ortiz, 12, for Wild¬ 
er’s WBC World heavyweight title. 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Sergey Kovalev vs. Igor Mikhalkin, 12, for 
Kovalev’s WBO-IBO light heavyweight ti¬ 
tles; Dmitry Bivol vs. Sullivan Barrera, 12, 
for Bivol’s WBA World light heavyweight 
title. 

March 10 

At Paris, Brian Castano vs. Cedric Vitu, 
12 rounds, for Castano’s WBA World su¬ 
per welterweight title. 

At Alamodome, San Antonio, Sergey 
Lipinets vs. Mikey Garcia, 12, for Lipin- 
ets’s IBF junior welterweight title; Rane¬ 
es Barthelemy vs. Kiryl Relikh, 12, for the 
vacant WBA World super lightweight 
title; Richard Commey vs. Alejandro 
Luna, 12, lightweights; Ray Robinson vs. 
Yordenis Ugas, 12, welterweights; Mario 
Barrios vs. Andrey Klimov, 10, junior wel¬ 
terweights. 

At Carson, Calif., Oscar Valdez vs. 
Scott Ouigg, 12, for Valdez’s WBO feath¬ 
erweight title; Andy Vences vs. Erick De¬ 
Leon, 10, junior lightweights. 


LPGA Tour money leaders 

Through Jan. 28 

Trn Money 

1. Brittany Lincicome 1 $210,000 

2. Wei-Ling Hsu 1 $127,776 

3. Shanshan Feng 1 $82,199 

3. Amy Yang 1 $82,199 

5. Danielle Kang 1 $57,715 

6. Lexi Thompson 1 $40,458 

6. Bronte Law 1 $40,458 

6. Nelly Korda 1 $40,458 

9. Brooke Henderson 1 $31,131 

0. Laetitia Beck 1 $28,332 

1. Mariah Stackhouse 1 $21,836 

1. Caroline Masson 1 $21,836 

1. Lizette Salas 1 $21,836 

1. So Yeon Ryu 1 $21,836 

1. Michelle Wie 1 $21,836 

1. Azahara Munoz 1 $21,836 

1. Hannah Green 1 $21,836 

8. Mo Martin 1 $16,696 

8. Alena Sharp 1 $16,696 

8. Austin Ernst 1 $16,696 

1. Yu Liu 1 $14,425 

1. Erynne Lee 1 $14,425 

1. Carlota Ciganda 1 $14,425 

1. Gaby Lopez 1 $14,425 

1. Paula Reto 1 $14,425 

6. Pernilla Lindberg 1 $11,907 

6. Ryann O’Toole 1 $11,907 

6. Mirim Lee 1 $11,907 

6. Charley Hull 1 $11,907 

6. Olafia Kristinsdottir 1 $11,907 

1. Lindsey Weaver 1 $8,828 

1. Maria Torres 1 $8,828 

1. Nanna Koerstz Madsen 1 $8,828 

1. Moriya Jutanugarn 1 $8,828 

1. Jacqui Concolino 1 $8,828 

1. Lindy Duncan 1 $8,828 

1. Pornanong Phatium 1 $8,828 

1. Beatriz Recari 1 $8,828 

1. Sarah Jane Smith 1 $8,828 

1. Sandra Changkija 1 $8,828 

1. Hee Young Park 1 $6,104 

1. Tiffany Joh 1 $6,104 

1. Amy Olson 1 $6,104 

1. Luna Sobron Galmes 1 $6,104 

1. Madelene Sagstrom 1 $6,104 

1. Kim Kaufman 1 $6,104 

1. Emily K. Pedersen 1 $6,104 

1. Ally McDonald 1 $6,104 

9. Nicole Broch Larsen 1 $4,771 

9. WIchanee Meechal 1 $4,771 

9. Ayako Uehara 1 $4,771 

9. Cheyenne Woods 1 $4,771 

9. ChellaChoi 1 $4,771 

Champions Tour statistics 


Jerry Kelly, (1), $305,000. 2, Colin 
Montgomerie, (1), $172,000. 3, David 
Toms, (1), $127,000. 4, Miguel Angel Ji¬ 
menez, (1), $102,000. 5, Kirk Triplett, (1), 
$90,000. 6, Fred Couples, (1), $70,000. 9, 
Tom Lehman, (1), $50,000. 

Scoring Average (Actual) 

1, Jerry Kelly, 66.00. 2, Colin Montgom¬ 
erie, 66.33. 3, David Toms, 66.67. 4, Miguel 
Angel Jimenez, 67.00. 5, Kirk Triplett, 

67.33. 6 (tie), Fred Couples, Scott Mc¬ 
Carron and Doug Garwood, 67.67. 2 Tied 
With Tom Lehman, 68.00. 

Driving Distance 

1, Scott McCarron, 309.7. 2, Brandt 
Jobe, 302.3.3, Fred Couples, 297.8.4, Vijay 
Singh, 297.7. 5, Kevin Sutherland, 295.3. 6, 
Doug Garwood, 292.5. 7, Miguel Angel Ji¬ 
menez, 289.8. 8, Bernhard Langer, 288.7. 
9, Woody Austin, 287.0. 10, Jesper Parn- 
evik, 286.2. 

Driving Accuracy Percentage 

1, Hale Irwin, 90.48%. 2, Bernhard 
Langer, 88.10%. 3 (tie). Gene Sauers and 
Esteban Toledo, 85.71%. 5 (tie), Jeff Slu- 
man, Jerry Kelly and Colin Montgomerie, 
83.33%. 3 Tied With Olin Browne, 80.95%. 

Greens in Regulation Percentage 

1, Miguel Angel Jimenez, 87.04%. 2 
(tie), Jerry Kelly and Colin Montgom¬ 
erie, 85.19%. 4 (tie), Bernhard Langer 
and Scott McCarron, 83.33%. 6 (tie), Tom 
Lehman, Vijay Singh, Kevin Sutherland 
and Woody Austin, 81.48%. 2 Tied With 
Gene Sauers, 79.63%. 

Total Driving 

1, Scott McCarron, 9. 2, Bernhard 
Langer, 10. 3 (tie). Gene Sauers, Colin 
Montgomerie and Doug Garwood, 18. 6, 
Miguel Angel Jimenez, 19. 7, Woody Aus¬ 
tin, 21.8, Fred Couples, 23.9, Kirk Triplett, 
24.10, Jerry Kelly, 26. 

Putting Average 

1, Colin Montgomerie, 1.522. 2, Kirk 
Triplett, 1.579. 3, Jesper Parnevik, 1.632. 
4, David Toms, 1.634. 5, Vijay Singh, 1.636. 
6, Joe Durant, 1.651.7, Jerry Kelly, 1.652.8, 
Hale Irwin, 1.655.9, Brandt Jobe, 1.674.10, 
Olin Browne, 1.676. 

Birdie Average 

1, Colin Montgomerie, 7.67. 2, Vijay 
Singh, 7.00. 3 (tie), David Toms and Jerry 
Kelly, 6.33. 5 (tie), Kirk Triplett, Joe Du¬ 
rant and Jesper Parnevik, 6.00. 8, Marco 
Dawson, 5.67. 4 Tied With Fred Couples, 

5.33. 

Eagles (Holes per) 

1 (tie). Woody Austin and Doug Gar¬ 
wood, 27.0. 11 Tied With Fred Couples, 
54.0. 

Sand Save Percentage 

1, Jerry Kelly, 100.00%. 2, Carlos Fran¬ 
co, 83.33%. 3, Sandy Lyle, 80.00%. 4 (tie), 
Tom Pernice Jr., Paul Broadhurst and 
Jesper Parnevik, 75.00%. 7, Doug Gar¬ 
wood, 71.43%. 3 Tied With Tom Lehman, 
66.67%. 

All-Around Ranking 

1, Jerry Kelly, 43. 2, Colin Montgom¬ 
erie, 47. 3, Kirk Triplett, 93. 4 (tie), Fred 
Couples and Doug Garwood, 94. 6, Vi¬ 
jay Singh, 99. 7 (tie). Woody Austin and 
Miguel Angel Jimenez, 100.9, Joe Durant, 
107. 10, David Toms, 108. 
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Peter Diana, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette/AP 


Golden Knights goalie Marc-Andre Fleuiy holds back tears during a 
welcome back tribute Tuesday in Pittsburgh, where he returned for 
his first road game against his former team. 

Roundup 


Penguins spoil 
Fleury's return 

Pittsburgh honors Knights goalie before win 


Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — It was an 
emotional night for the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and their beloved former 
goaltender, Marc-Andre Fleury. 

Fleury was back in the city 
where he started his NHL career 
and spent more than a decade, 
helping to backstop the Penguins 
to multiple championships. The 
Penguins wanted to honor their 
old friend — and they did — but 
they also wanted to win. 

Third-period goals by Evgeni 
Malkin and Phil Kessel ruined 
Fleury’s homecoming as the Pen¬ 
guins defeated the Vegas Golden 
Knights 5-4 on Tuesday. 

“I think it was an important 
game, and obviously with [Fleu¬ 
ry] coming in it added a lot of 
emotion,” Penguins captain Sid¬ 
ney Crosby said. “Once you get 
out there, you’re trying to win a 
game and he’s trying to do the 
same thing.” 

Fleury, who won three Stanley 
Cups with the Penguins — in¬ 
cluding the last two seasons — re¬ 
turned to Pittsburgh for the first 
time since Vegas selected him in 
the expansion draft last summer. 
Fleury, who stopped 33 shots, 
beat his former teammates in De¬ 
cember in Las Vegas. 

“The game was [in Pittsburgh], 
so it was different,” Fleury said. 
“It was very weird, but it was a 
game I’ll remember forever.” 

Matt Murray, Fleury’s former 
understudy in Pittsburgh, made 
21 saves to top his mentor. 

Fleury, the No. 1 pick in the 
2003 NHL Draft, spent 13 sea¬ 
sons in Pittsburgh and set team 
records for games and minutes 
played, wins and shutouts. 

Bruins 3, Red Wings 2: Sean 
Kuraly and David Krejci scored 
in the second period, and surging 


Boston rallied for a victory over 
host Detroit. 

Boston is 17-1-4 in its last 22 
games and only three points be¬ 
hind NHL-leading Tampa Bay in 
the Atlantic Division. 

Ducks 4, Sabres 3 (OT): 
Adam Henrique scored 1:36 into 
overtime and Anaheim snapped a 
three-game skid with a win over 
host Buffalo. 

Capitals 3, Blue Jackets 2: 

Nicklas Backstrom scored the 
winning goal with 43 seconds left, 
Braden Holtby made 37 saves and 
Washington beat host Columbus. 

Flyers 2, Hurricanes 1 (OT): 
Jordan Weal scored with 3.1 sec¬ 
onds left in overtime and Phila¬ 
delphia topped host Carolina. 

I^nthers 3, Canucks 1: Alek- 
sander Barkov scored twice, in¬ 
cluding the go-ahead goal late in 
the second period, to lead host 
Florida past Vancouver. 

Senators 5, Devils 3: Matt 
Duchene had a goal and two as¬ 
sists as undermanned Ottawa 
beat visiting New Jersey. 

Wild 6, Blues 2: Jason Zucker 
tied a career high with his 22nd 
goal and Devan Dubnyk made 
35 saves in Minnesota’s win over 
host St. Louis. 

Flames 3, Blackhawks 2: 

— Michael Stone scored with 3:30 
left and Calgary edged host Chica¬ 
go for the second straight game. 

Jets 4, Coyotes 3: Dustin 
Byfuglien had a goal and an as¬ 
sist as Winnipeg defeated Ari¬ 
zona, becoming the second NHL 
team to reach 20 home wins this 
season. 

Avalanche 3, Sharks 1: Ga¬ 
briel Bourque and Tyson Jost 
scored 2:14 apart in the second 
period, Jonathan Bernier stopped 
38 shots and host Colorado beat 
San Jose. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Wild 6, Blues 2 


Bruins 3, Red Wings 2 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Florida 

Detroit 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

53 36 -■ - “ - 

51 32 .. 

55 31 19 

51 23 22 


167 123 
179 154 
146 164 

52 21 23 8 50 136 154 

. 139 164 

137 179 
120 175 


53 22 

52 18 . 

53 14 29 10 38 

Metropoiitan Division 

Washington 53 31 17 5 67 

Pittsburgh 55 30 22 

New Jersey 52 27 17 

Philadelphia 53 25 19 


Columbus 53 27 22 
N.Y. Islanders 54 26 22 
Carolina 54 24 21 
N.Y. Rangers 53 25 23 


165 154 
- - 169 166 

8 62 157 156 

9 59 152 155 

4 58 139 150 

6 58 181 197 

9 57 144 164 

5 55 156 162 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

St. Louis 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Chicago 


Sfe 


Centrai Division 
— ■ ■ OT Pts GF GA 

- 73 176 143 


7 71 161 131 

3 67 155 140 

4 66 167 140 

5 63 159 152 

4 62 167 150 

‘ 56 155 148 

74 181 145 

8 64 153 145 

8 62 150 151 

10 62 155 159 

5 61 148 126 

■ 50 144 163 

48 138 171 

33 122 186 


54 32 13 

51 32 12 

55 32 20 

54 31 19 

53 29 19 

52 29 19 

53 24 21 

Pacific Division 
53 35 14 

53 28 17 

53 27 18 

_ 55 26 19 

Los Angeles 52 28 19 

Edmonton 51 23 24 

Vancouver 53 21 26 

Arizona 53 12 32 _ __ _ 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Tuesday’s games 
Pittsburgh 5, Vegas 4 
Anaheim 4, Buffalo 3, OT 
Washington 3, Coiumbus 2 
Philadefphia 2, Carolina 1, OT 
Ottawa 5, New Jersey 3 
Boston 3, Detroit 2 
Florida 3, Vancouver 1 
Minnesota 6, St. Louis 2 
Winnipeg 4, Arizona 3 
Calgary 3, Chicago 2 
Coiorado 3, San Jose 1 

Wednesday's games 
Nashville at Toronto 
Boston at N.Y. Rangers 
Edmonton at Los Angeles 

Thursday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Buffalo 
Calgary at New Jersey 
Montreal at Philadelphia 
Nashville at Ottawa 
Vancouver at Tampa Bay 
Arizona at Minnesota 
Colorado at St. Louis 
Dallas at Chicago 
Vegas at San Jose 

Friday’s games 
Columbus at Washington 
Detroit at N.Y. Islanders 
Calgary at N.Y. Rangers 
Los Angeles at Florida 
Vancouver at Carolina 
St. Louis at Winnipeg 
Pittsburgh at Dallas 
Edmonton at Anaheim 

Tuesday 

Flames 3, Blackhawks 2 

Calgary 0 1 2-3 

Chicago 1 0 1-2 

First Period— 1, Chicago, DeBrincat 19 
(Oesterle, Toews), 3:35 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Calgary, Hamilton 9 
(Monahan, Gaudreau), 1:10. 

Third Period— 3, Calgary, Stone 3 (Bro- 
die, Ferland), 16:30. 4, Calgary, Monahan 
25 (Gaudreau), 18:09. 5, Chicago, Kane 21 
(Anisimov, Schmaltz), 19:53. 

Shots on Goal— Calgary 6-6-11—23. 
Chicago 11-12-13-36. 

Power-play opportunities— Calgary 0 
of 4; Chicago 1 of 5. 

Goalies-Calgary, Smith 22-15-6 (36 
shots-34 saves). Chicago, Glass 3-4-3 
(22-20). 

A-21,480 (19,717). T-2:42. 

Avalanche 3, Sharks 1 

San Jose 0 1 0-1 

Colorado 0 2 1-3 

Second Period— 1, Colorado, Bourque 

3 (Compher, Jost), 2:31. 2, Colorado, Jost 

4 (Girard, Yakupov), 4:45. 3, San Jose, 
Ward 5 (Vlasic, Goodrow), 13:29. 

Third Period— 4, Colorado, Compher 
11 (Nemeth), 19:56. 

Shots on Goal-San Jose 14-12-13-39. 
Colorado 3-7-10-20. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 0 
of 2; Colorado 0 of 2. 

Goalies— San Jose, Jones 15-13-5 (19 
shots-17 saves). Colorado, Bernier 16-9- 

2 (39-38). 

A-13,349 (18,007). T-2:24. 

Flyers 2, Hurricanes 1 (OT) 

Philadelphia 0 1 0 1-2 

Carolina 1 0 0 0-1 

First Period— 1, Carolina, Lindholm 15 
(Faulk, Teravainen), 15:05 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Philadelphia, Sim- 
monds 18 (Patrick, Voracek), 16:43. 

Overtime-3, Philadelphia, Weal 7 
(Gostisbehere, Filppula), 4:56. 

Shots on Goal— Philadelphia 11-10-7- 
2-30. Carolina 10-10-2-6-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Philadel¬ 
phia 0 of 5; Carolina 1 of 4. 

Goalies-Philadelphia, Elliott 20-11-7 
(28 shots-27 saves). Carolina, Ward 15-7- 

3 (30-28). 

A-11,585 (18,680). T-2:28. 


Minnesota 3 2 1-6 

St. Louis 1 0 1-2 

First Period— 1, St. Louis, Schwartz 16 
(Parayko, Bouwmeester), 0:45. 2, Minne¬ 
sota, Niederreiter 14 (Olofsson, Staal), 
2:02. 3, Minnesota, Foligno 5 (Winnik), 
16:53. 4, Minnesota, Koivu 7 (Granlund, 
Suter), 18:07 (pp). 

Second Period— 5, Minnesota, Zucker 
22 (Granlund), 9:45. 6, Minnesota, Dumba 
10 (Zucker, Koivu), 16:19. 

Third Period— 7, Minnesota, Staal 23 
(Spurgeon, Parise), 5:05 (pp). 8, St. Louis, 
Jaskin 5 (Parayko, Steen), 12:36. 

Shots on Goal— Minnesota 8-9-3—20. 
St. Louis 10-8-19-37. 

Power-play opportunities— M i n nesota 
2 of 3; St. Louis 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Dubnyk 21-10-3 
(37 shots-35 saves). St. Louis, Allen 18- 
15-2 (12-9), Hutton 14-5-1 (8-5). 

A-17,821 (19,150). T-2:35. 


Jets 4, Coyotes 3 

Arizona 2 0 1-3 

Winnipeg 3 1 0-4 

First Period— 1, Winnipeg, Roslovic 
3 (Byfuglien, Enstrom), 0:30. 2, Arizona, 
Connauton 3 (Dvorak, Archibald), 4:25. 3, 
Winnipeg, Byfuglien 3 (Little, Perreault), 
7:56.4, Winnipeg, Petan 1 (Chiarot, Dano), 
14:28. 5, Arizona, Dvorak 8 (Ekman-Lars- 
son, Stepan), 17:07 (pp). 

Second Period— 6 , Winnipeg, Kulikov 3 
(Copp, Connor), 2:16. 

Third Period— 7, Arizona, Stepan 10 
(Goligoski), 0:55. 

Shots on Goal— Arizona 7-7-10—24. 
Winnipeg 11-8-4-23. 

Power-play opportunities— Arizona 1 
of 4; Winnipeg Oof 4. 

Goalies— Arizona, Raanta 8-14-5 (23 
shots-19 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
28-6-8 (24-21). 

A-15,321 (15,294). T-2:30. 


Panthers 3, Canucks 1 

Vancouver 0 1 0-1 

Florida 1 1 1-3 

First Period— 1, Florida, McGinn 6, 

16:28 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Vancouver, Gran¬ 
lund 7 (Sutter), 11:40 (sh). 3, Florida, Bar¬ 
kov 15 (Pysyk, Bjugstad), 16:08. 

Third Period— 4, Florida, Barkov 16 
(Trocheck, Ekblad), 19:18. 

Shots on Goal— Vancouver 9-6-12—27. 
Florida 17-13-11-41. 

Power-play opportunities— Vancouver 
0 of 1; Florida 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Markstrom 15- 
17-5 (39 shots-37 saves). Florida, Sateri 
3-3-0 (27-26). 

A-10,758 (19,250). T-2:25. 


Senators 5, Devils 3 

New Jersey 1 1 1-3 

Ottawa 3 2 0-5 

First Period— 1, New Jersey, Zajac 8 
(Noesen), 1:57. 2, Ottawa, Hoffman 14 
(Duchene, Karlsson), 13:35 (pp). 3, Ot¬ 
tawa, DiDomenico 5 (Dzingel, Ceci), 14:33 
(pp). 4, Ottawa, Duchene 13 (Hoffman, 
Claesson), 18:58. 

Second Period— 5, Ottawa, White 1 
(Duchene, Chabot), 8:43. 6, New Jersey, 
Hall 19 (Palmieri, Zacha), 10:54 (pp). 
7, Ottawa, Smith 4 (Pageau, Burrows), 
19:12. 

Third Period— 8 , New Jersey, Palmieri 
11 (Zacha, Wood), 5:12. 

Shots on Goal— New Jersey 11-14-8— 
33. Ottawa 16-13-3-32. 

Power-play opportunities— New Jer¬ 
sey 1 of 4; Ottawa 2 of 3. 

Goalies— New Jersey, Lack 1-2-0 (12 
shots-11 saves), Kinkaid 10-5-2 (20-16). 
Ottawa, Anderson 14-17-5 (33-30). 

A-13,991 (18,572). T-2:37. 


Boston 0 2 1-3 

Detroit 0 1 1-2 

Second Period— 1, Detroit, Frk 9 (Kro- 
nwall, Zetterberg), 2:08 (pp). 2, Boston, 
Kuraly 4 (Helnen, Pastrnak), 12:11.3, Bos¬ 
ton, Krejci 10 (Spooner, DeBrusk), 14:17. 

Third Period— 4, Boston, Heinen 12 
(Kuraly, Czarnik), 8:21. 5, Detroit, Nielsen 
12 (Frk, Larkin), 18:36. 

Shots on Goal— Boston 13-11-7—31. 
Detroit 7-5-16-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Boston 0 
of 2; Detroit 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Boston, Rask 22-8-4 (28 

shots-26 saves). Detroit, Howard 14-17-6 
(31-28). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:27. 

Ducks 4, Sabres 3 (OT) 

Anaheim 0 2 11-4 

Buffalo 1110-3 

First Period— 1, Buffalo, Girgensons 6 
(Nelson), 3:22 (sh). 

Second Period— 2, Anaheim, Rakell 22 
(Getzlaf, Fowler), 0:21 (pp). 3, Buffalo, 
Eichel 21 (Okposo, Reinhart), 17:18 (pp). 
4, Anaheim, Kase 14 (Manson, Ritchie), 
19:21. 

Third Period— 5, Anaheim, Perry 10, 
11:30. 6, Buffalo, O’Reilly 15 (Eichel, Rein¬ 
hart), 19:45. 

Overtime— 7, Anaheim, Henrique 16 
(Montour, Kase), 1:36. 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 11-14-8-1 — 
34. Buffalo 13-5-15-33. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 1 
of 3; Buffalo 1 of 2. 

Goalies-Anaheim, Miller 7-4-5 (33 
shots-30 saves). Buffalo, Lehner 11-20-7 
(33-29). 

A-16,788 (19,070). T-2:36. 

Penguins 5, Golden Knights 4 

Vegas 1 1 2-4 

Pittsburgh 0 3 2-5 

First Period— 1, Vegas, Karlsson 28 
(Smith, Marchessault), 2:09 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Vegas, Neal 23 
(Schmidt, Perron), 6:34. 3, Pittsburgh, 
Reaves 3 (Sheahan), 11:08. 4, Pittsburgh, 
Cole 3 (Crosby, Rust), 17:24.5, Pittsburgh, 
Guentzel 16 (Dumoulin, Crosby), 18:40. 

Third Period— 6 , Pittsburgh, Malkin 
30 (Kessel), 3:09. 7, Pittsburgh, Kessel 24 
(Hagelln, Malkin), 6:20.8, Vegas, Carpen¬ 
ter 2 (Tuch, Bellemare), 6:38. 9, Vegas, 
Marchessault 19 (Smith), 12:01. 

Shots on Goal-Vegas 10-8-7-25. 
Pittsburgh 12-11-15-38. 

Power-play opportunities— Vegas 1 of 
3; Pittsburgh 0 of 5. 

Goalies— Vegas, Fleury 15-5-2 (38 

shots-33 saves). Pittsburgh, Murray 18- 
12-1 (25-21). 

A-18,644 (18,387). T-2:32. 

Capitals 3, Blue Jackets 2 

Washington 1 1 1-3 

Columbus 1 0 1-2 

First Period— 1, Columbus, Savard 4 
(Wennberg), 1:58.2, Washington, Carlson 
8 (Kuznetsov, Backstrom), 4:54 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, Washington, Wil¬ 
son 7 (Ovechkin, Djoos), 5:00. 

Third Period— 4, Columbus, Dubinsky 
4 (Nutivaara, Calvert), 13:55. 5, Wash¬ 
ington, Backstrom 12 (Oshie, Ovechkin), 
19:17. 

Shots on Goal— Washington 12-7-6— 
25. Columbus 11-17-11-39. 

Power-play opportunities— Washing¬ 
ton 1 of 1; Columbus 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Washington, Holtby 27-10- 
2 (39 shots-37 saves). Columbus, Bo¬ 
brovsky 22-17-4 (25-22). 

A-16,419 (18,500). T-2:25. 



Jeffrey T. Barnes/AP 


Sabres forward Ryan O’Reilly, left, and Ducks forward Ryan Getzlaf 
battle for the puck during the first period Tuesday in Buffalo, N.Y. 
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Reeling Cavs blow 
a 21-point lead 


Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — After an¬ 
other embarrassing defeat and 
two days before the trade dead¬ 
line, LeBron James let it be 
known he’s not going anywhere, 
at least for now. 

“I’m here for this season right 
now to try and figure out a way 
we can still compete,” James 
said after his Cleveland Cavaliers 
blew a 21-point lead in a 116-98 
loss to the Orlando Magic. “I owe 
it to my teammates to finish this 
season out no matter how it ends 
up. I would never waive my no¬ 
trade clause.” 

The Cavaliers fell apart in the 
second half and lost for the 14th 
time in 21 games. They have given 
up an average of 122.4 points in 
their last five losses. 

“I couldn’t give up on my team¬ 
mates like that. I just couldn’t do 
it,” James said after scoring 25 
points. “We put too much into the 
game every single day. 

“This is no time to be ashamed 
about our season,” he added. 
“We’ve got quite a few games 
left. If we’re still serious about 
the season, then we’ve got to play 
some good ball at some point.” 

Jonathon Simmons scored 22 
of his career-high 34 points in the 
third quarter for the Magic, who 
broke a nine-game home-court 
losing streak against Cleveland. 

The Cavaliers scored 43 points 
in the first quarter, but then went 
almost 6 Vi minutes without scor¬ 
ing in the fourth. They played the 
second half without coach Tyronn 
Lue, who went to the locker room 
in the second quarter with what 
the team said was an illness. 

The Magic made their first 10 
shots of the second half and won 
consecutive games for the first 
time since Nov. 8-10. 

James did not have a rebound 
or an assist in a foul-plagued sec¬ 
ond half 

“I gave my teammates some 
opportunities to knock ‘em down, 
but they just didn’t go. You can’t 
get assists when they don’t go 
down, but that doesn’t stop me 
from finding my guys on the 
floor,” he said. “At this point it’s 
not what you say, it’s what you do. 
We’ve got to go out and play well 
as a collective group, everyone 
hitting at the right time on all cyl¬ 
inders, and right now we’re not 
doing that.” 

Bucks 103, Knicks 89: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo scored 23 
points, jumping over Tim Hard¬ 
away Jr. for one high-flying slam, 
and visiting Milwaukee beat New 
York. 

Eric Bledsoe also had 23 points 
and Khris Middleton added 20 for 
the Bucks, who are a season-high 
seven games over .500 

Enes Ranter led New York with 
19 points and 16 rebounds. 

Raptors 111, Celtics 91: 
Kyle Lowry scored 23 points, C. J. 



Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP 


Cavaliers guard Isaiah Thomas, 
left, tries to drive to the basket 
in front of Magic guard Elfrid 
Payton during the first half of 
Tuesday in Orlando, Fla. 

Miles had 20 and host Toronto 
snapped Boston’s four-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

DeMar DeRozan added 15 
points, Delon Wright had 14 and 
Fred VanVleet 10 as Toronto won 
its fifth straight home meeting 
over Boston, closing to within a 
game of the conference-leading 
Celtics. 

Rockets 123, Nets 113: 

James Harden scored 36 points, 
surpassing 15,000 for his career, 
and Houston beat host Brooklyn 
for its fifth straight victory. 

Chris Paul added 25 points for 
the Rockets, who kept right on 
rolling in their first game since 
their nationally televised romp in 
Cleveland on Saturday. 

76ers 115, Wizards 102: 
Joel Embiid had 27 points and 12 
rebounds, and the 76ers helped 
the city of Philadelphia contin¬ 
ue to celebrate by leading from 
start to finish in a victory over 
Washington. 

Dario Saric added 20 points and 
J.J. Redick had 18 for the 76ers, 
who snapped Washington’s five- 
game winning streak while play¬ 
ing in front of a raucous crowd 
still in a tizzy over the Philadel¬ 
phia Eagles’ Super Bowl win over 
the New England Patriots. 

Hawks 108, Grizzlies 82: 
Dennis Schroder scored 22 
points and Atlanta beat turnover- 
plagued Memphis, giving the 
struggling Grizzlies their fourth 
straight loss. 

Schroder, who sat out the final 
period, had five assists. Rookie 
John Collins had 15 points and 10 
rebounds. 

Mario Chalmers had 13 points 
for Memphis, which has lost six 
of seven. Dillon Brooks had 12 
points. 

The Grizzlies’ season-high 27 
turnovers led to 38 points for At¬ 
lanta. Memphis made only four of 
22 three-pointers. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


25 .510 11 

__ 32 .418 16 

19 36 .345 20 


Boston 
Toronto 
Philadelphia 
New York 
Brooklyn 

Southeast Division 

Washington 31 23 . 574 - 

Miami 29 25 .537 2 

■ 23 30 .434 I'A 

17 36 .321 13'/2 

17 37 .315 14 

Centrai Division 

30 22 .577 


Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 


23 .566 '/2 

25 .545 l'/2 

26 .500 4 

35 .340 12'/2 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 
Oklahoma City 
Denver 


25 .528 ll'/2 

35 .340 21'/2 

37 .315 23 


22 .607 

24 .564 

25 .537 


Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Phoenix 
Sacramento 


Pacific Division 


25 28 .472 7'/2 


13 .759 - 

25 .519 13 

31 .415 18'/2 

37 .327 23'/2 

36 .321 23'/2 


Tuesday’s games 

Orlando 116, Cleveland 98 
Atlanta 108, Memphis 82 
Houston 123, Brooklyn 113 
Milwaukee 103, New York 89 
Toronto 111, Boston 91 
Philadelphia 115, Washington 102 
L.A. Lakers 112, Phoenix 93 
Oklahoma City 125, Golden State 105 
Wednesday’s Games 
Brooklyn at Detroit 
Houston at Miami 
Indiana at New Orleans 
Minnesota at Cleveland 
Utah at Memphis 
San Antonio at Phoenix 

Thursday’s Games 
Atlanta at Orlando 
New York at Toronto 
Boston at Washington 
Charlotte at Portland 
Dallas at Golden State 
Oklahoma City at L.A. Lakers 
Friday’s Games 
L.A. Clippers at Detroit 
New Orleans at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at Atlanta 
Indiana at Boston 
Denver at Houston 
Milwaukee at Miami 
Charlotte at Utah 
Minnesota at Chicago 
Portland at Sacramento 

Tuesday 

Raptors 111, Celtics 91 

BOSTON - Tatum 2-9 0-0 4, Horford 1-5 
0-0 2, Baynes 3-8 0-0 6, Irving 6-12 3-3 17, 
J.Brown 4-5 2-4 11, Nader 2-7 0-0 5, Ojel- 
eye 0-4 0-0 0, Yabusele 1-1 2-4 4, Theis 4-5 

2- 3 10, Morris 4-13 2-2 12, Rozier 5-12 4- 
4 18, Allen 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 33-83 15-20 91. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 2-3 0-0 4, Ibaka 

4- 5 0-0 8, Valanciunas 1-8 0-0 2, Lowry 6- 
13 5-7 23, DeRozan 6-17 1-1 15, Miles 6-8 

3- 3 20, Powell 1-1 0-0 3, Siakam 3-4 0-0 6, 
Nogueira 0-1 2-2 2, Poeltl 2-4 0-0 4, VanV¬ 
leet 3-5 2-2 10, Wright 6-11 1-2 14. Totals 

40-80 14-17 111. 

Boston 18 19 23 31- 91 

Toronto 22 36 25 28-111 

Three-point goals—Boston 10-23 (Ro¬ 
zier 4-5, Morris 2-5, Irving 2-6, Nader 1-1, 
J.Brown 1-1, Tatum 0-1, Horford 0-2, Oj'el- 
eye 0-2), Toronto 17-36 (Lowry 6-11, Miles 

5- 7, VanVleet 2-3, DeRozan 2-6, Powell 

1- 1, Wright 1-4, Siakam 0-1, Anunoby 0- 
1, Valanciunas 0-2). Fouled Out—Ojel- 
eye. Rebounds—Boston 38 (Baynes 8), 
Toronto 39 (Lowry 8). Assists—Boston 21 
(Rozier 4), Toronto 29 (VanVleet 8). Total 
Fouls—Boston 19, Toronto 18. A—20,017 
(19,800). 

Magic 116, Cavaliers 98 

CLEVELAND - James 10-17 3-4 25, 
Crowder 1-6 0-2 2, Thompson 6-9 0-0 12, 
Thomas 3-13 4-4 11, Smith 4-6 0-0 12, Os¬ 
man 0-0 0-0 0, Green 4-8 4-4 12, Frye 2-4 
0-0 5, Rose 0-7 0-0 0, Calderon 0-0 0-0 0, 
Wade 3-6 3-6 11, Korver 3-8 0-0 8. Totals 
36-84 14-20 98. 

ORLANDO - Simmons 12-17 8-9 34, 
Hezonja 4-9 0-0 10, Biyombo 4-7 3-5 11, 
Payton 5-8 0-0 10, Fournier 7-13 4-9 19, 
Iwundu 1-4 1-2 3, Speights 3-5 0-0 7, Birch 

4- 5 0-0 8, Augustin 3-8 2-2 8, Mack 2-8 0-0 
4, Afflalo 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 46-87 18-27 116. 

Cleveland 43 24 22 9- 98 

Orlando 31 20 41 24-116 

Three-point goals—Cleveland 12-37 
(Smith 4-6, James 2-4, Wade 2-5, Korver 

2- 7, Frye 1-3, Thomas 1-6, Rose 0-1, Green 
0-2, Crowder 0-3), Orlando 6-22 (Simmons 
2-4, Hezonja 2-5, Speights 1-2, Fournier 1- 
6, Mack 0-1, Iwundu 0-1, Augustin 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Cleveland 
35 (James 10), Orlando 50 (Biyombo 8). 
Assists—Cleveland 19 (Thomas 8), Orlan¬ 
do 27 (Payton 8). Total Fouls—Cleveland 
24, Orlando 16. A-18,846 (18,846). 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Lakers forward Corey Brewer, left, reaches in on Suns forward 
Dragan Bender during the first half Tuesday in Los Angeles. 


Lakers 112, Suns 93 

PHOENIX - Warren 9-22 6-10 24, Bend¬ 
er 2-10 3-4 8, Chandler 4-5 0-2 8, Ulis 4-11 
0-0 8, Jackson 7-19 1-2 16, Peters 0-0 0-0 
0, Chriss 4-9 0-2 10, Len 1-2 0-0 2, Gray 3- 
7 0-0 8, Reed 0-0 0-0 0, Daniels 2-9 3-3 9. 
Totals 36-94 13-23 93. 

L.A. LAKERS - Hart 5-7 2-2 15, Randle 
9-13 3-5 21, Lopez 4-6 0-0 12, Ingram 9-12 

6-6 26, Caldwell-Pope 1-8 3-3 5, Brewer 0- 
3 0-0 0, Kuzma 6-15 2-2 16, Nance Jr. 2-5 
2-2 6, Zubac 0-1 0-0 0, Ennis 0-0 0-0 0, Ca¬ 
ruso 0-1 4-4 4, Clarkson 3-12 1-2 7. Totals 
39-83 23-26 112. 

Phoenix 28 29 22 14- 93 

L.A. Lakers 33 24 31 24-112 

Three-point goals—Phoenix 8-29 (Gray 
2-3, Chriss 2-4, Daniels 2-7, Bender 1-4, 
Jackson 1-6, Warren 0-2, Ulis 0-3), L.A. 
Lakers 11-26 (Lopez 4-6, Hart 3-4, Ingram 
2-2, Kuzma2-7, Caruso 0-1, Caldwell-Pope 
0-2, Clarkson 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Phoenix 48 (Chandler 13), L.A. 
Lakers 56 (Hart 11). Assists—Phoenix 24 
(Ulis 7), L.A. Lakers 19 (Ingram, Clarkson, 
Randle 5). Total Fouls—Phoenix 18, L.A. 
Lakers 21. Technicals—Phoenix coach 
Suns (Defensive three second). A—18,997 
(19,060). 


76ers 115, Wizards 102 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 8-16 1-1 

17, Morris 5-11 0-0 11, Gortat 2-4 0-0 4, 
Satoransky 2-6 2-2 6, Beal 12-22 1-2 30, 
Oubre Jr. 4-13 2-2 10, McCullough 0-0 1- 
2 1, Scott 3-9 1-2 8, Mahinmi 4-7 5-5 13, 
Frazier 1-2 0-2 2, Meeks 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 

41-93 13-18 102. 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 5-12 0- 
0 12, Saric 8-14 2-2 20, Embiid 10-20 4-5 
27, Simmons 6-8 3-5 15, Redick 6-9 2-2 18, 
Johnson 4-6 0-0 9, Booker 0-1 0-0 0, Bay¬ 
less 1-2 0-0 2, McConnell 3-6 0-0 7, Ander¬ 
son 2-3 0-0 5. Totals 45-81 11-14 115. 
Washington 20 35 29 18-102 

Philadelphia 37 28 29 21-115 

Three-point goals—Washington 7- 
27 (Beal 5-12, Morris 1-2, Scott 1-2, Ma¬ 
hinmi 0-1, Satoransky 0-1, Porter Jr. 0-1, 
Meeks 0-2, Oubre Jr. 0-6), Philadelphia 
14-28 (Redick 4-5, Embiid 3-7, Saric 2-4, 
Covington 2-7, McConnell 1-1, Johnson 
1-2, Anderson 1-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Washington 39 (Porter Jr. 8), 
Philadelphia 44 (Embiid 12). Assists— 
Washington 23 (Beal 5), Philadelphia 27 
(Simmons 8). Total Fouls—Washington 

18, Philadelphia 14. Technicals—Morris. 
A-20,530 (21,600). 


Rockets 123, Nets 113 

HOUSTON - Mbah a Moute 3-5 0-2 8, 
Anderson 0-1 0-0 0, Capela 8-12 2-4 18, 
Harden 11-23 10-10 36, Paul 9-15 3-3 25, 
Tucker 1-3 0-0 3, Nene 2-5 0-0 4, Gordon 

5-9 2-2 13, Green 6-8 0-0 16. Totals 45-81 
17-21 123. 

BROOKLYN - Harris 3-10 1-1 8, Carroll 

7-12 2-2 21, Allen 6-11 4-4 16, Dinwiddle 
5-7 3-3 18, Crabbe 2-7 0-0 6, Webb III 2-4 
0-0 6, Okafor 7-9 1-3 15, Russell 4-12 2-2 
10, Whitehead 2-4 0-0 4, LeVert 3-6 2-2 9, 
Stauskas 0-3 0-0 0, Vaughn 0-0 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 41-85 15-17 113. 

Houston 38 27 31 27-123 

Brooklyn 31 32 23 27-113 

Three-point goals—Houston 16-33 
(Green 4-6, Paul 4-8, Harden 4-10, Mbah 
a Moute 2-4, Tucker 1-2, Gordon 1-3), 
Brooklyn 16-35 (Dinwiddle 5-7, Carroll 
5-8, Webb III 2-3, Crabbe 2-5, LeVert 1-1, 
Harris 1-5, Allen 0-1, Stauskas 0-2, Rus¬ 
sell 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Houston 40 (Capela 11), Brooklyn 37 
(Harris 8). Assists—Houston 16 (Paul, 
Harden 5), Brooklyn 24 (Dinwiddle 9). 
Total Fouls—Houston 14, Brooklyn 17. 
A-15,064 (17,732). 


Bucks 103, Knicks 89 

MILWAUKEE - Antetokounmpo 10-23 

3-6 23, Middleton 8-15 2-3 20, Maker 3-5 
0-0 7, Snell 0-2 0-0 0, Bledsoe 7-11 7-7 23, 
Parker 4-9 2-2 10, Plumlee 0-0 2-4 2, Zeller 
0-1 0-0 0, Terry 1-2 0-0 2, Munford 0-0 0-0 
0, Kilpatrick 4-11 5-5 16, Brown 0-3 0-0 0. 
Totals 37-82 21-27 103. 


NEW YORK - Hardaway Jr. 4-13 0-0 8, 
Porzingis 4-5 1-4 10, Kanter 8-15 3-3 19, 
Jack 1-6 0-0 2, Lee 6-16 0-0 14, McDermott 
1-4 2-2 4, Thomas 0-1 0-0 0, Beasley 3-11 
3-4 9,0’Ouinn 1-1 0-0 2, Hernangomez 1-1 
0-0 2, Burke 4-7 0-1 9, Ntilikina 1-3 0-0 2, 
Dotson 3-6 1-1 8. Totals 37-89 10-15 89. 

Milwaukee 25 25 26 27-103 

New York 26 20 17 26- 89 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 8-26 
(Kilpatrick 3-8, Middleton 2-4, Bledsoe 2- 

6, Maker 1-2, Terry 0-1, Brown 0-1, Zeller 
0-1, Snell 0-1, Parker 0-2), New York 5-23 
(Lee 2-6, Burke 1-2, Porzingis 1-2, Dotson 
1-3, Jack 0-1, McDermott 0-2, Beasley 0-2, 
Hardaway Jr. 0-5). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Milwaukee 43 (Antetokounmpo 
11), New York 47 (Kanter 16). Assists— 
Milwaukee 23 (Bledsoe 8), New York 20 
(Hardaway Jr. 4). Total Fouls—Milwaukee 
17, New York 19. Technicals—Hardaway 
Jr. A-19,812 (19,812). 

Hawks 108, Grizzlies 82 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 5-14 2-5 12, Green 
3-8 0-0 6, Gasol 3-7 2-2 8, Harrison 3-7 2-2 
9, Selden 3-8 0-0 7, Ennis III 1-5 0-0 2, Rabb 
5-8 0-0 10, Wright 3-4 0-0 6, Martin 1-3 0-0 
2, Chalmers 5-8 2-2 13, McLemore 2-7 2-2 

7. Totals 34-79 10-13 82. 

ATLANTA - Prince 1-8 3-3 5, Ilyasova 
3-4 0-0 8, Plumlee 3-6 1-2 7, Schroder 9-15 

3- 3 22, Bazemore 3-9 3-3 10, Babbitt 2-4 
0-0 6, Muscala 2-3 0-0 4, Collins 6-9 3-5 15, 
Dedmon 5-6 0-0 11, Taylor 2-4 0-0 4, Del¬ 
aney 2-5 1-1 6, Dorsey 4-10 2-4 10. Totals 

42-83 16-21 108. 

Memphis 15 20 19 28- 82 

Atlanta 22 29 28 29-108 

Three-point goals—Memphis 4-22 
(Harrison 1-1, Chalmers 1-2, Selden 1-3, 
McLemore 1-3, Martin 0-1, Gasol 0-2, En¬ 
nis III 0-3, Green 0-3, Brooks 0-4), Atlanta 

8-25 (Ilyasova 2-3, Babbitt 2-4, Dedmon 
1-1, Bazemore 1-3, Schroder 1-3, Delaney 

1- 3, Muscala 0-1, Collins 0-1, Dorsey 0- 
2, Prince 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Memphis 37 (Rabb 11), Atlanta 
36 (Collins 10). Assists—Memphis 23 
(Brooks, Harrison 4), Atlanta 29 (Dorsey 
7). Total Fouls-Memphis 24, Atlanta 
16. Technicals—Atlanta coach Hawks 
(Defensive three second). A—11,866 
(19,049). 

Thunder 125, Warriors 105 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 11-23 10-12 
38, Anthony 0-4 0-0 0, Adams 7-9 0-3 14, 
Westbrook 13-26 6-6 34, Huestis 3-5 0-0 6, 
Grant 5-8 5-8 16, Singler 0-1 2-2 2, Patter¬ 
son 1-6 2-2 4, Johnson 0-0 0-0 0, Felton 1-4 
0-0 2, Ferguson 0-0 0-0 0, Abrines 3-7 0-0 
9. Totals 44-93 25-33 125. 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 8-14 14-15 
33, Green 2-4 1-3 5, Pachulia 1-2 0-2 2, 
Curry 6-14 7-7 21, Thompson 5-13 0-0 12, 
Casspi 1-2 0-0 2, Looney 3-5 0-3 6, West 

4- 5 1-1 9, McGee 2-4 0-0 4, Livingston 3-6 
0-0 6, Iguodala 1-2 0-0 2, McCaw 0-1 0-0 0, 
Young 1-5 0-0 3. Totals 37-77 23-31 105. 

Oklahoma City 42 28 29 26-125 

Golden State 30 27 20 28-105 

Three-point goals—Oklahoma City 12- 
31 (George 6-11, Abrines 3-7, Westbrook 

2- 5, Grant 1-2, Anthony 0-1, Felton 0-2, 
Patterson 0-3), Golden State 8-28 (Du¬ 
rant 3-8, Thompson 2-6, Curry 2-9, Young 
1-4, McGee 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Oklahoma City 40 (Adams 10), 
Golden State 46 (Green 8). Assists—Okla¬ 
homa City 17 (Westbrook 9), Golden State 
27 (Green 7). Total Fouls—Oklahoma City 
28, Golden State 24. Technicals—Golden 
State coach Steve Kerr, West, Green 
2, Iguodala. Ejected—Green. A—19,596 
(19,596). 


Calendar 

Feb. 8 — Trade deadline. 

Feb. 16-18, 2018 - All-Star weekend, 
Los Angeles. 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth Invitational 
Tournament (Portsmouth, Va.). 

April 11 — Regular Season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — NBA draft early entry eligi¬ 
bility deadline (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 — NBA Finals begin. 
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NBA/COLLEGE BASKETBALL _ 

Knicks' All-Star Porzingis tears left ACL 



Mary Altaffer/AP 


Knicks forward Kristaps Porzingis clutches his knee after a fall 
during the first half against the Bucks at Madison Square Garden in 
New York. Porzingis tore his ACL and is out for the season. 


The Washington Post 

The New York Knicks lost all- 
star forward Kristaps Porzingis 
for the remainder of this season 
— and likely a good chunk of next 
season — after he suffered a torn 
left anterior cruciate ligament in 
the second quarter of Tuesday’s 
103-89 loss to the Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

The injury is a devastating 
blow to the rebuilding Knicks, 
who pinned their hopes of finally 
returning to relevance around the 
talent of the 7-foot-3 Latvian for¬ 
ward after trading veteran Car- 
melo Anthony in the offseason. 

Those plans will be on hold after 
Porzingis came down awkwardly 
on the foot of Bucks forward Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo following a 
dunk against the Bucks. Porzingis 


immediately reached for his left 
knee upon coming to the floor. 

He had to be helped off the 
court, and was immediately 
taken for an MRI exam. The re¬ 
sults of the scan confirmed the 
worst fears of the Knicks and 
their fans: Porzingis, 22, tore his 
ACL, and will likely be looking at 
an extended recovery following 
surgery. 

Porzingis had more than capa¬ 
bly filled Anthony’s shoes as the 
face of the franchise on and off 
the court. He was averaging 22.7 
points, 6.7 rebounds and a league¬ 
leading 2.4 blocks per game while 
shooting 39 percent from three- 
point range. His combination of 
shooting ability and size to prop¬ 
erly protect the rim is why Golden 
State Warriors star Kevin Durant 
dubbed him a “unicorn” during 


his rookie season in 2015-16, and 
why the Knicks have such high 
hopes for his future. 

The focus for the Knicks will 
now shift in other directions. 
While Porzingis begins his reha¬ 
bilitation, the Knicks — who were 
already expected to be mostly 
inactive at the trade deadline 
— now look ahead to the lottery 
as their next chance at acquiring 
another young talent to join Porz¬ 
ingis and rookie guard Frank 
Ntilikina. Any hopes of a playoff 
appearance, as fleeting as they 
were, have been effectively extin¬ 
guished. The Knicks (23-32) are 
in 11th place in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference, five games behind Phila¬ 
delphia for the No. 8 spot. 

The injury further complicates 
the forward’s contract situation 
and whether the Knicks and 


Porzingis will be able to come to 
a contract extension this summer 
— or if both sides will wait to sign 


anything until the following sum¬ 
mer, when the Knicks hope to be 
active in free agency. 


College basketball roundup 

No. 15 Vols hand Kentucky second-straight loss 


1 
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James Crisp/AP 

Tennessee’s Admiral Schofield 
celebrates after beating 
Kentucky on Tuesday in 
Lexington, Ky. The No. 15 
Volunteers won 61-59. 


Associated Press 

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Lamonte 
Turner scored 16 points, includ¬ 
ing a clutch three-pointer with 
26 seconds remaining. Admiral 
Schofield followed with a dunk off 
a turnover and No. 15 Tennessee 
edged No. 24 Kentucky 61-59 on 
Tuesday night for its sixth con¬ 
secutive victory. 

The Volunteers ran down the 
shot clock in the final minute be¬ 
fore Turner fired from long range 
for the go-ahead basket in a tight 
game featuring 17 lead changes 
and 13 ties. Kentucky’s attempt 
to go ahead resulted in a turnover 
in the lane leading to Schofield’s 
dunk with 4 seconds left for a 61- 
58 lead. 

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander made 
the first throw with 1.3 seconds 
left and intentionally missed the 
second, but Tennessee came up 
with the rebound as time ran out. 
The joyous Vols (18-5, 8-3 South¬ 
eastern Conference) came away 
with just their fifth Rupp Arena 
victory and first since 2006 while 
handing the Wildcats their sec¬ 
ond consecutive loss. 


Jordan Bowden had 13 points 
and Schofield 12 for the Vols, who 
won a game in which both teams 
shot 42 percent. 

Quade Green and Gilgeous-Al¬ 
exander each had 15 points for 
Kentucky (17-7, 6-5). 

No. 4 Micbigan 5tate 96, Iowa 
93: Miles Bridges had 25 points 
and a crucial steal with five sec¬ 
onds left and Michigan State ral¬ 
lied past lowly host Iowa for its 
seventh straight win. 

Nick Ward added 17 points and 
Joshua Langford had 15 for the 
Spartans (23-3,11-2 Big Ten). But 
they got a serious scare from the 
Hawkeyes in what was supposed 
to be a tune-up for Saturday’s 
huge home game against No. 3 
Purdue. 

No. 5 Xavier 98, Butler 93 
(OT): Trevon Bluiett scored 17 
of his 26 points in the final 14 y 2 
minutes of regulation and over¬ 
time to help Xavier rally to beat 
host Butler. 

Kerem Kanter added 22 points, 
including the go-ahead basket 
with 2:56 left in overtime, which 
started the decisive 5-0 run. The 


Musketeers (22-3, 10-2 Big East) 
have won seven straight overall 
and three in a row in the series. 

No. 6 Cincinnati 77, Central 
Florida 40: Kyle Washington 
scored 13 points, Gary Clark 
added 12, and Cincinnati gave 
another dominating defensive 
performance, beating Central 
Florida for its 15th straight win. 

The Bearcats (22-2,11-0 Amer¬ 
ican Athletic) dug in against a 
low-scoring team and extend¬ 
ed the nation’s longest active 
home-court winning streak to 39 
games. 

No. 10 Kansas 71, TCU 64: 

Devonte’ Graham scored 24 
points, Udoka Azubuike added 16. 

The Jayhawks (19-5, 8-3 Big 
12) have struggled this season 
to dominate at home as they tra¬ 
ditionally have, but were able 
to avoid dropping two straight 
in Allen Fieldhouse thanks to a 
grind-it-out finish. 

Northwestern 61, No. 20 
Michigan 52: Bryant McIntosh 
tied a season high with 24 points, 
and host Northwestern beat 
Michigan. 


McIntosh scored 14 in the sec¬ 
ond half to help the Wildcats (15- 
10,6-6 Big Ten) win for the fourth 
time in five games. 

No. 22 Wichita 5tate 85, 
Memphis 65: Austin Reaves 
scored 22 points, Landry Shamet 
added 20 points and five assists 
and Wichita State overcame early 
shooting struggles to beat host 
Memphis. 

Darral Willis Jr. finished with 
13 points and 12 rebounds, while 
Zach Brown scored 11 points for 
the Shockers (18-5, 8-3 American 
Athletic Conference), who were 
coming off an overtime loss at 
Temple on Saturday. 

Air Force 78, Colorado 5tate 
73: Sid Tomes drained six from 
distance to finish with 18 points 
as Air Force thwarted a late rally 
for a win in Mountain West Con¬ 
ference play. 

The victory halted a three- 
game skid for Air Force (9-13, 
3-7) and extended host Colorado 
State’s losing streak to seven. The 
Falcons swept the season series 
for the first time since 2008. 
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NFL/SPORTS BRIEFS _ 

McDaniels backs out of deal with Colts 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Josh McDaniels 
has backed out of a deal to become the 
Indianapolis Colts’ new coach, a decision 
that shocked the franchise hours after it 
announced his hiring. 

The Colts confirmed McDaniels’ deci¬ 
sion in a statement Tuesday night after re¬ 
ports emerged that the Patriots’ offensive 
coordinator had opted to stay in New Eng¬ 
land with coach Bill Belichick. 

McDaniels had agreed to contract terms 
with the Colts to replace the fired Chuck 
Pagano, and a news conference had been 
scheduled for Wednesday at Lucas Oil 
Stadium. 

Just a few hours later, the Colts said Mc¬ 
Daniels informed them he would not sign 
the deal. 

“Although we are surprised and disap¬ 
pointed, we will resume our head coaching 
search immediately and find the right fit to 
lead our team and organization on and off 
the field,” the Colts said in the statement. 

The Patriots and McDaniels’ agent. Bob 
LaMonte, did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment. 

“I’m speechless,” former Colts re¬ 
ceiver Reggie Wayne told NFL Network. 
“I’ve talked with people in the Colts or¬ 
ganization and they feel like they’ve been 



Elise Amendola/AP 


Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, left, 
confers with offensive coordinator Josh 
McDaniels, who backed out of a deal to 
become the Colts’ new head coach hours 
after Indianapolis announced the hiring 
Tuesday on Tvvitter. McDaniels changed 
his mind and decided to stay with New 
England. 

hoodwinked.” 

It’s also not clear how the Colts will pro¬ 
ceed from here. 

By spurning Indy after it waited 22 days 
for the playoffs to end, McDaniels leaves 
the reeling franchise as the only one with¬ 
out a coach — in early February. New 
England’s defensive coordinator. Matt Pa¬ 


tricia, left Belichick’s staff a day after the 
Patriots’ Super Bowl loss to become coach 
of the Detroit Lions. 

Indy had interviewed several candi¬ 
dates for the job, including two that were 
hired by other teams — Matt Nagy went 
to Chicago and Mike Vrabel to Tennessee. 
Another potential candidate, Baylor coach 
Matt Rhule, had already announced he 
was returning to the college ranks before 
the Colts had settled on McDaniels, who at 
age 41 is considered one of the game’s best 
young minds. 

He’s been considered a top-tier head 
coaching candidate for several years even 
though his only other coaching stint with 
Denver ended badly. He went 8-8 with the 
Broncos in 2009 and 3-9 in 2010 before he 
was fired with three games left in the sea¬ 
son. He worked with the St. Louis Rams in 
2011 before returning to New England in 
2012, where he has been the offensive co¬ 
ordinator ever since. 

And turning down his second chance, 
after agreeing to a deal with Indy, could 
make other teams outside of New England 
more hesitant to hire McDaniels. His de¬ 
cision will also have ramifications for the 
coaches who were set to join his staff 

It’s unusual but not unprecedented in 
league history for a deal with a new coach 
to fall through at the last minute. McDan¬ 
iels’ move was eerily reminiscent of his 


mentor, Belichick, who resigned as coach 
of the Jets with a handwritten note less 
than a day after he was hired in 2000. 

Although McDaniels never signed his 
contract with Indianapolis, his stint was 
even shorter. The team announced his hir¬ 
ing on its Twitter account late Tuesday 
morning. Hours later, the Colts had delet¬ 
ed the tweet and replaced it with the state¬ 
ment about his withdrawal. 

Pagano was fired Dec. 31 after the team 
finished 4-12 in a season without injured 
quarterback Andrew Luck. 

Within days of Pagano’s ouster, Colts gen¬ 
eral manager Chris Ballard interviewed 
McDaniels during the Patriots’ postsea¬ 
son bye week. Two weeks later, reports 
indicated the deal was all but finished and 
potential suitors, like the New York Giants, 
started hiring other coaches. 

Now the Colts find themselves in per¬ 
haps the toughest position of all — finding 
a new coach in February. 

In Indianapolis, where the fan base al¬ 
ready loathed the Patriots, McDaniels’ sud¬ 
den change of heart didn’t go over well. 

The City of Noblesville, a northern sub¬ 
urb of Indy, put this on Twitter: “Unlike 
Josh McDaniels, we stay true to our com¬ 
mitments. Noblesville street crews will be 
out tonight once winter weather hits you 
can ‘do your job’ tomorrow.” 


Briefly 

Driver charged in crash that killed Colts’ Jackson 


Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Prosecutors filed 
felony charges on Wednesday against an 
immigrant illegally living in the US. who 
is suspected in a drunken-driving crash 
that killed Indianapolis Colts linebacker 
Edwin Jackson and an Uber driver. 

Manuel Orrego-Savala, who is from Gua¬ 
temala and has twice been deported from 
the U. S., is charged with causing death while 
driving intoxicated and leaving the scene 
of an accident. The 37-year-old said little 
during his initial court hearing, respond¬ 
ing through an interpreter as the judge ex¬ 
plained the proceedings and charges. 

“He’s very distraught to say the least,” 
said his lawyer, Jorge Torres. “He’s very 
confused.” 

Investigators said Orrego-Savala was 
driving the pickup truck that hit Jackson 
and his Uber driver, 54-year-old Jeffrey 
Monroe, while the men were standing out¬ 
side Monroe’s car early Sunday along In¬ 
terstate 70. Court documents allege a blood 
test conducted at a hospital determined 
Orrego-Savala had a blood-alcohol level of 
0.19 percent, more than double Indiana’s 
legal limit for driving. 

The two most serious charges each carry 
a maximum sentence of up to 20 years in 
prison. 

Orrego-Savala was deported in 2007 
and 2009, and was again living illegally in 
the US. at the time of the crash, accord¬ 
ing to investigators. He was charged late 
Tuesday by federal prosecutors with il¬ 
legal re-entry of a previously deported 
alien. He faces up to 10 years in prison on 
that charge, which the U.S. attorney’s of¬ 
fice said would be handled after any state 
charges are resolved. 

President Donald Trump drew added at¬ 
tention to the case on Twitter, calling the 
highway collision that killed Jackson and 


Monroe “disgraceful.” The president also 
prodded Democrats to work with him on il¬ 
legal immigration and border security. 

Marion County Prosecutor Terry Curry 
criticized the comments, saying his office 
would “vigorously prosecute” the fatal 
crash case regardless of whether Orrego- 
Savala was in the country illegally. 

He appeared Tuesday before a judge 
who advised him of his rights. Indianapolis 
television station WRTV reported that Or¬ 
rego-Savala told the judge through an in¬ 
terpreter: “I wasn’t driving the car. I don’t 
know why I am here.” 

Knicks trade Hernangomez 

NEW YORK—A person with knowledge 
of the deal says the New York Knicks have 
agreed to trade center Willy Hernangomez 
to the Charlotte Hornets. 

The person says the Knicks will receive 
a pair of second-round picks and Johnny 
O’Bryant in the deal that was agreed to 
Wednesday, the day before the NBA trade 
deadline. The person spoke with The As¬ 
sociated Press on condition of anonymity 
because the trade is not yet official. 

Hernangomez was an all-rookie selec¬ 
tion last season and had been identified by 
team management during the summer as 
an important piece of the Knicks’ future. 
But the Knicks then acquired Enes Kanter 
from Oklahoma City in the Carmelo An¬ 
thony trade and Hernangomez fell to third 
in the center rotation behind Kanter and 
Kyle O’Quinn. 

Georgia Tech assistant resigns 

ATLANTA — Georgia Tech assistant 
men’s basketball coach Darryl LaBarrie 
has resigned during an ongoing NCAA 
investigation of an alleged rules violation, 
the school has confirmed. 


LaBarrie was placed on paid administra¬ 
tive leave on Nov. 22 while Georgia Tech 
and the NCAA investigated the alleged 
violation during a recruiting visit. Julian 
Swartz, the team’s director of recruiting 
and compliance, replaced LaBarrie on an 
interim basis. 

In a statement provided to The Associat¬ 
ed Press on Wednesday, Georgia Tech said 
the NCAA’s review “remains ongoing” and 
the school would have no further comment 
on LaBarrie’s resignation “at this time.” 

Two Georgia Tech players. Josh Okogie 
and Tadric Jackson, were suspended for 
six and three games, respectively, early in 
the season for accepting benefits. Georgia 
Tech determined the players received ap¬ 
parel, meals and transportation. 

Union: Teams hurt integrity 

NEW YORK — Baseball players’ union 
head Tony Clark says the number of re¬ 
building teams and unsigned free agents 
in a historically slow market “threatens 
the very integrity of our game.” 

Clark issued a statement Tuesday and 
spoke in a telephone interview with The 
Associated Press. He says “a significant 
number of teams are engaged in a race to 
the bottom” and “this conduct is a funda¬ 
mental breach of the trust between a team 
and its fans.” 

Just 53 of 166 players who exercised 
their free agency rights last November had 
announced agreements entering Tuesday, 
down from 99 of 158 at a similar time last 
year. J.D. Martinez, Jake Arrieta, Yu Dar- 
vish, Eric Hosmer and Mike Moustakas 
are among the players still looking for a 
place to play a week before spring training 
camps open. 

Seattle general manager Jerry Dipoto 
said last week more teams may be compet¬ 
ing for the top draft pick than for the World 



Mykal McEldowney, The Indianapolis Star/AP 

Manuel Orrego-Savala is charged with 
causing death while driving intoxicated 
and leaving the scene of an accident. 

The crash killed Colts linebacker Edwin 
Jackson and his Uber driver on Sunday. 

Series title. 

MLB attributed the amount of unsigned 
players to a misreading of the market¬ 
place. Just two free agents have agreed to a 
deal worth $50 million or more: outfielder 
Lorenzo Cain’s $80 million, five-year deal 
with Milwaukee and first baseman Carlos 
Santana’s $60 million, three-year contract 
with Philadelphia. In addition, outfielder 
Justin Upton reached a $106 million, five- 
year contract to stay with the Los Angeles 
Angels rather than become a free agent. 

Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Alex Wood 
went further, tweeting: “It appears that 
there are 12-15 teams that have committed 
to tanking and or not putting the best team 
they can on the field.” 
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Americans Matt Mortensen and Jayson Terdiman know lude doubles might look 
ridiculous to some, but it’s the vehicle that has taken them to Olympic medal contention. 


Mortensen, Terdiman 
aim for doubles medal 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

LAKE PLACID, N.Y. — Sgt. Matt 
Mortensen and Jayson Terdiman have 
heard all the jokes. 

They are grown men wearing match¬ 
ing skintight racing suits who lay flat on 
their backs while sharing a little sled for 
80 mph trips down ice-covered mountain¬ 
side chutes for a living. The visual of one 
man atop of another has long been fodder 
for lowbrow attempts at humor. 

At the Pyeongchang Games, Mortensen 
and Terdiman will aim for the last laugh. 

They are America’s best hope in doubles 
luge, an event that seems to get noticed only 
when the Olympics roll around. Mortensen, 
a member of the Army’s World Class Ath¬ 
lete Program, and Terdiman will spend 
about two minutes on the track during the 
competition, two minutes that will serve as 
the culmination of a four-year preparation 
process that was often not easy. 

“I try to be comedic with it,” Terdiman 
said. “If I can’t laugh at it, who can, right? I 
tell people I lay on my back for a living. It’s 
one of the most fun things I can do.” 

For the record, doubles competitors are 
not exactly atop one another — there is a 
seat for the top driver, while the back driver 
is underneath. The top driver, the one who 
can actually see, does most of the steering 
but both sliders are involved. If Mortensen, 
the top driver, turns his head one way, Ter¬ 
diman will try to shift his weight accord¬ 
ingly to help the sled get through a turn as 
quickly and smoothly as possible. 

It’s an extremely technical sport, and 
lugers know that regular people will never 
fully understand much more than the vi¬ 
sual aspect. 

And yes, even Mortensen and Terdiman 
will acknowledge it looks odd. 

“We’ve kind of learned to just roll with 
that and you just give it back,” Mortensen 
said. “You’re like, ‘What? What’s so weird 
about two guys in spandex just laying with 
each other on sled? Like, it’s totally normal 
to me.’ So I think it’s about how you handle 
those questions when you get them.” 

USA Luge has five Olympic medals in 
its history, and four of them have come in 
doubles. The US. took silver and bronze in 
doubles at both the 1998 Nagano Games 
and the 2002 Salt Lake City Games. 

Mortensen and Terdiman will likely 
have two chances to add their name to 
those American luge medalist lists. 

They will be in the doubles event Feb. 
14, and it’s reasonable to think they will 
also make the team relay on Feb. 15. They 


helped the US. win a silver medal on the 
World Cup circuit this season in a relay. 

Like everyone else, they started in luge as 
singles competitors. Mortensen was highly 
accomplished in the junior ranks in both 
singles and doubles, and Terdiman didn’t 
need long to learn that he was best suited 
as a doubles slider. They both went to the 
Sochi Olympics four years ago with other 
teammates, then got together after those 
Games and clicked almost immediately. 

Their first time down the track together, 
the run was almost flawless. Both were 
stunned. They were a natural fit, quickly 
developing the chemistry both on and off 
the ice that some of their competitors from 
other nations have spent more than a de¬ 
cade building. 

“We knew right away that we were on to 
something,” Terdiman said. 

German sleds will be favored to win gold, 
silver and probably bronze in the doubles 
event. The Americans, however, are con¬ 
ceding nothing — but they also don’t plan 
to start really. 

“Matt and I have pretty good, solid heads 
on our shoulders,” Terdiman said. “We’re 
going to need to perform at our best. We’ve 
had a solid plan and we’re trying to follow 
through on that plan every day. We keep 
ourselves level-headed.” 

The results have gotten better each year, 
they’re often in contention for medals on 
the World Cup tour, and see no reason why 
that can’t happen in Pyeongchang. This 
entire season has been about trying to find 
the right setup for the utmost speed on that 
day, tinkering with various details of the 
sled to figure out what suits them best. 

Mortensen gets on the sled first, then 
Terdiman slides into his spot. From there 
the routine is almost always the same: Vi¬ 
sors get snapped into place on their hel¬ 
mets, Terdiman taps his fingertips on the 
ice and makes a clicking sound — lugers 
all have tiny metal studs taped to their fin¬ 
gertips to help them dig into the ramp at 
the start — and both exhale audibly. 

“Ready?” Terdiman yells. 

“Let’s do it, brother,” Mortensen replies. 

With that, they rock back and forth a 
couple times, readying their bodies to 
work like coils at the start as they begin to 
generate the speed needed to get down the 
track as quickly as possible. Once the sled 
is moving, both need to stay as flat as they 
can for the duration of the trip so they can 
be as aerodynamic as possible. 

“This is what we’ve worked for,” 
Mortensen said. 

He and Terdiman both know: A medal 
would be no laughing matter. 


Golden Germans 


Geisenberger, Loch seek 
another Olympic triumph 

By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

There has never been a women’s luge 
athlete who has won more World Cup med¬ 
als than Natalie Geisenberger. Same goes 
for world championship medals, same goes 
for Olympic medals. 

Her resume is beyond compare. 

So she’s the best ever to slide, right? 

“No,” she says, adamantly. “I’m not the 
best.” 

She may not think so, but plenty of people 
in the luge world think otherwise. There 
may no other athlete at the Pyeongchang 
Olympics — not Lindsey Vonn, not Mikae- 
la Shiffrin, not Nathan Chen — more ex¬ 
pected to win than Geisenberger, the star 
attraction of a juggernaut German luge 
program that has been miles ahead of the 
rest of the world for generations. 

Here’s a baffling comparison: The Unit¬ 
ed States, in its entire World Cup luge his¬ 
tory, has 45 gold medals. Geisenberger has 
43 golds in singles races alone, 64 when 
adding in relay events. 

In Germany, she is considered an ab¬ 
solute sporting superstar — whether she 
wants the spotlight or not. 

“The motivation is that I like what I do, I 
love what I do,” Geisenberger said. “I like 
the sport. I love to race against other peo¬ 
ple, to fight against myself and I like to be 
successful. I know the feeling to stand on 
the podium, on the top. I know the feeling 
when the national anthem is playing. I’m 
addicted to that feeling.” 

Germans don’t win every race. It just 
seems that way. Geisenberger is the de¬ 
fending Olympic champion who won 13 
medals in 13 races in World Cup singles 
competition this season. Two-time defend¬ 
ing men’s Olympic champion Felix Loch 
led all men with eight singles medals. 

“I don’t know what the magic ingredient 
is,” said US. women’s luge veteran Erin 
Hamlin, a two-time world champion and 
the 2014 Olympic women’s bronze medal¬ 
ist. “They’re competitors. They come out 
on race day and you can pretty much bet 



Dita Alangkara/AP 


Natalie Geisenberger, of Germany, 
smiles after finishing her final run to 
win the gold medal at the 2014 Winter 
Olympics. Geisenberger and Felix Loch 
are the reigning Olympic champs and the 
favorites at the Pyeongchang Games. 

they’re going to go faster than they did all 
week in training. Happens all the time. 
They’re breaking track records almost 
every week.” 

Loch is trying to be only the second man 
to win three consecutive Olympic luge gold 
medals. The other, of course, was a Ger¬ 
man — Georg Hackl did it in 1992, 1994 
and 1998. Geisenberger could be the first 
woman to win three Olympic luge golds, 
after winning in singles and as part of the 
team relay at Sochi in 2014. 

“I like the sport very much and that’s 
the important thing,” said Loch, who’s only 
28 and plans on going through at least one 
more Olympic cycle. “I like sliding, the 
feeling, the speed. That’s what’s so cool 
about the sport.” 


Luge at a glance 

Competition dates: Men’s singles, Feb. 10-11. 
Women's singles, Feb. 12-13. Men’s doubles, 
Feb. 14. Team relay, Feb. 15. 

here’s some sort of mystical power when 
it comes to Germany and luge. 

Germany has more sliding tracks than 
any other nation, plus always seems to be 
ahead of the rest of the world when it comes to 
technology and any other innovation that can be 
used to get a sled down the ice faster than anyone 
else. 

Nowhere has that dominance been on display 
than the Olympics. Germany, East Germany and 
West Germany have combined for 31 golds in 
Olympic luge events, while the rest of the world 
has 13. 

USA Luge has made great strides in recent 
years, and comes into these Olympics bolstered 
by Erin Hamlin’s bronze medal at the Sochi Games 
four years ago. The doubles team of Sgt. Matt 
Mortensen and Jayson Terdiman could be in the 
medal mix as well, and men’s sliders Tucker West 
and Chris Mazdzer have had plenty of finishes that 
show they can compete with anyone. 


MEDAL FAVORITES: In men’s luge, Germany, 
where Felix Loch is going for a third straight win. 
In women’s luge, Germany, where Natalie Geisen¬ 
berger will seek repeat gold. In doubles luge, 
Germany again. And in the team relay, let’s say 
Germany. Put it this way: If any other national an¬ 
them gets played to commemorate a gold medal¬ 
ist after a luge race in Pyeongchang, it’s going to 
be called an upset. 

RISING STARS: Summer Britcher is in her 
second Olympics, Sgt. Emily Sweeney her first, 
but neither is new to the world stage and both 
American women could be in the medal hunt if 
they avoid a big mistake. If allowed to compete, 
Russia’s Roman Repilov might be the newcomer 
to watch on the men’s side. Only 21, he’s already 
won a World Cup overall title. Fairly or unfairly, 
because of Russia’s history, there’s no shortage of 
skepticism about his rapid rise. 

RULE CHANGES: The only difference in Olym¬ 
pic competition from World Cup racing is in men’s 
and women’s singles, where the event is four runs 
over two days instead of the customary two-heat, 
one-day format. 

DON’T MISS: Hamlin closes her career on Feb. 
13. She is retiring after two decades of sliding. 

— Tim Reynolds, Associated Press 


















Page 30 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, February 8,2018 


WINTER OLYMPICS 


ALPINE SKIING 



Luca Bruno/AP 

Lindsey Venn shows the gold medal she won in the women's downhill during the medal ceremony at the 2010 Vancouver Olympics. 

Unfinished business 


Vonn looks to reclaim title she lost in Sochi 


By Howard Fendrich 
AND Pat Graham 
Associated Press 

L indsey Vonn couldn’t wiggle her 
fingers or move her wrist. Under¬ 
standably, she wanted to be reas¬ 
sured everything would be OK. 
The skiing star was worried after a 
training crash left her screaming, then 
passing out from the pain, on the side of 
a Colorado mountain, 15 months ahead of 
the Pyeongchang Olympics. Just one of a 
series of serious injuries that has inter¬ 
rupted the American’s illustrious career, 
this required delicate surgery to insert a 
plate and more than a dozen screws into 
her broken right arm while trying to avoid 
nerve damage. 

“She looked up at me: ‘Buddy, you’re 
going to fix this, right? You’ve got this?”’ 
her longtime sports physical therapist, 
Lindsay Winninger, recalled in a recent 
telephone interview with The Associated 
Press. “I confidently said, ‘Yes.’ But at that 
point in time, I didn’t know if I [could]. 
That was hard from Day One. ... We were 
putting in almost eight hours a day on that 
arm, to try and revive the nerve a little 
bit and get things done as fast as possible. 
That was a big one.” 

There have been several big ones for 
Vonn along the way, no real surprise given 
that she spends day after day hurtling her¬ 
self down icy slopes at speeds that can top 
75 mph. 

“The thing is, everyone asks me if I’m 
afraid after so many crashes. Do I take my 
foot off the gas pedal?... You try to manage 
risk as much as you want,” she said. “But at 
the end of the day, it’s a dangerous sport.” 

Concussions. Broken fingers. Torn liga¬ 
ments. A fractured ankle. 



Marco Tacca/AP 


Lindsey Vonn celebrates winning a World 
Cup downhill In Garmisch Partenkirchen, 
Germany, on Feb. 3, her 81st victory. 

The lengthy list includes the ripped-up 
right knee that held her out of the 2014 
Sochi Games and prevented her from de¬ 
fending her downhill gold medal from four 
years earlier, when she also collected a 
bronze in the super-G. 

“Eight years has been a very long time. 
Obviously, I was very ... disappointed and 
devastated and frustrated that I missed 
Sochi,” the 33-year-old Vonn said. “I’ve 
been waiting for this for a long time. I’m 
ready.” 

As much as she’s already done — and 
won — in a sport she has dominated for 


stretches, including four World Cup over¬ 
all titles and seven world championship 
medals, Vonn still has plenty of unfinished 
business on her agenda. 

There’s her lingering bid to break In- 
gemar Stenmark’s career record for most 
World Cup wins, the most celebrated mark 
in ski racing. Venn’s count is up to 81, the 
most for a woman, and only five behind 
Stenmark, a Swede who competed in the 
1970s and ’80s. 

Then there’s her ongoing pursuit of bar¬ 
rier-breaking competition against men, 
something Vonn has spoken about pursu¬ 
ing for years. 

She views it as something that could be 
as significant as Billie Jean King’s exhibi¬ 
tion tennis match against Bobby Riggs in 
1973, chronicled in last year’s “Battle of 
the Sexes.” 

“I want to see what I’m capable of It 
would be really great exposure for the 
sport,” Vonn said. “My personal ambitions 
aside, I think you have to look at it from 
a broader perspective. What Billie Jean 
King did all those years ago made a huge 
and lasting impact. We have to continue 
to push the envelope and push women for¬ 
ward in sports.” 

US. Ski and Snowboard formally peti¬ 
tioned the International Ski Federation’s 
Alpine executive board in October on be¬ 
half of Vonn, with a goal of being allowed to 
race against men sometime next season. 

The proposal was put on hold; it is ex¬ 
pected to be considered in May. 

“Why not? We train with her,” said 
Venn’s US. teammate, Ted Ligety, a two- 
time Olympic gold medalist. “I’d fully be 
psyched to see her race against guys.” 

In case you hadn’t noticed, Vonn is not 
deterred easily. 


Venn’s various ailments 

A look at some of Lindsey Venn’s 
injuries over the course of her career: 

■ Broken right arm, November 2016: 
Hurt during a training run in her home 
state of Colorado. Needed surgery. 

The injury led to nerve damage; she 
couldn’t move her fingers initially and 
taped a ski pole to her right glove when 
she returned to racing. Vonn said later 
she worried about whether she would 
be able to use her hand in a normal 
way ever again and has called it the 
“hardest recovery of my career.” 

■ Fractures in left knee, February 
2016: Crashed during a World Cup 
super-G in Andorra. Taken off the 
mountain in a sled. Competed again 
the next day, but then went nearly a 
year without participating in a World 
Cup race afterward. 

■ Broken left ankle, August 2015: 
Injured during preseason training 
camp in New Zealand. Wasn’t ready 
to return at the start of the World Cup 
season in October, but did compete in 
late November. 

■ Torn ligaments in right knee, bro¬ 
ken bone in right leg, February 2013: 

Vonn needed reconstructive surgery 
after tumbling when she landed in a 
patch of soft snow during the super-G 
at the 2013 world championships in 
Schladming, Austria. She tried to come 
back but got hurt again in a crash 
while training in Colorado in Novem¬ 
ber and during a World Cup downhill 
at Val d’Isere, France, in December, 
tearing her repaired ACL and requiring 
another operation on her right knee. 
Announced in January 2014 she would 
have to miss the Sochi Olympics. 

■ Concussion, February 2011: 

Injured her head in a fall during World 
Cup practice in Austria. About a week 
later, she initially decided to compete 
— “skiing in a fog,” Vonn called it — at 
the world championships in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen, Germany, before even¬ 
tually withdrawing. 

■ Bruised right sbin, February 
2010: Slammed her right leg in slalom 
practice 10 days before the Vancou¬ 
ver Olympics started. Initially, could 
barely walk. Needed painkillers and a 
Novocaine-like numbing cream; also 
smeared a semisoft Austrian cheese, 
topfen, on her leg as a home remedy. 
Raced in the Winter Games, earning 
two medals; the first Olympic downhill 
gold for an American woman, and a 
bronze in the super-G. But she spun 
out of control during the giant slalom, 
breaking her right pinkie. 

■ Bruised left forearm, December 
2009: Crashed on the first run of a 
World Cup giant slalom in Lienz, Aus¬ 
tria, losing her balance after a sharp 
turn and falling backward. She wound 
up not missing a race. 

■ Cut right thumb, February 2009: 
Safe to say Vonn’s oddest injury 
came off the slopes during the world 
championships in Val d’Isere, when she 
needed surgery after hurting herself 
with a champagne bottle during a 
photo op gone awry after winning gold 
in the downhill. “I’m not going to be 
opening champagne bottles any time 
soon — probably not for the rest of my 
life,” Vonn said about a month later. 
“That’s a mistake you definitely learn 
from.” 

■ Hyper-extended right knee, bone 
bruise, February 2007: Partially tore 
her right ACL in training. Sat out her 
last two races at the world champion¬ 
ships in Are, Sweden, after winning two 
silvers earlier. Missed the rest of that 
World Cup season. 

■ Assorted bruises and aches, Feb¬ 
ruary 2006: Scary fall during downhill 
training at the Turin Olympics caused 
a bruised thigh, aching back and sore 
pelvis. She left the hospital — even try¬ 
ing to grab her belongings and sneak 
out when the checkout process was 
taking longer than she wanted — and 
competed less than 48 hours later. 

She wound up racing in all four events 
she’d planned, with a top result of 
seventh in the super-G. “It’s definitely 
weird,” she said back then, “going from 
the hospital bed to the start gate.” 

— Associated Press 
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Best: Shiffrin, 
Vonn positioned 
to reclaim gold 



American Ted Ligety earned his first World Cup victory in a giant slalom on the Yongpyong, South Korea, course in 2006. 

Breaking down the races 

Pyeongchang Games will be showcase of speed, thrills 


By Graham Dunbar 

Associated Press 

GENEVA — Alpine skiing is fast and 
dangerous and offers must-see races at the 
Pyeongchang Games, which open Friday 
and close Feb. 25. 

The downhills — ski racing’s equivalent 
to track and field’s 100-meter dash — and 
American star Mikaela Shiffrin’s slalom 
title defense are all scheduled in prime 
time for U.S. TV audiences. 

A primer on a sport that’s been part of 
the Winter Olympics since 1936: 

Downhill 

A simple concept: Find the fastest route down 
the mountain. The elite racers cover the men’s 
course of 1% miles — the women’s course is a 
little shorter — in about 1 minute, 40 seconds, 
while dropping 2,700 feet in altitude. 

That’s about the height of a 200-story building. 
Or nearly three Eiffel Towers. 

Downhill should involve “technique, courage, 
speed, risk, physical condition and judgment,” 
according to international skiing rules. For safety 
reasons, entrants must do at least one full training 
run before the actual event. 

The Olympic speed courses at Jeongseon were 
raced just once on each World Cup circuit. 

Two years ago, Kjetil Jansrud of Norway aver¬ 
aged more than 60 mph while winning by 0.20 
seconds — a solid winning margin. 

In the women’s test race last year, Sofia Goggia 
of Italy beat Lindsey Vonn of the U.S. on a slightly 
different course setting. 

Vonn will be favored to regain the title she won 
in 2010 and couldn’t defend four years ago be¬ 
cause of knee surgery. The men’s downhill fre¬ 
quently serves up a surprise, but world champion 
Beat Feuz of Switzerland and 2010 silver medal¬ 
ist Aksel Lund Svindal of Norway will be popular 
picks. 

Super-G 

The super-giant slalom, also known as super-G, 
is the second speed event. It is raced on a slightly 


Competition dates: Men’s downhill, Feb. 
11. Women’s giant slalom, Feb. 12. Men’s 
combined, Feb. 13. Women’s slalom, Feb. 
14. Men’s super-G, Feb. 15. Women’s su¬ 
per-G, Feb. 17. Men’s giant slalom, Feb. 18. 
Women’s downhill, Feb. 21. Men’s slalom, 
Feb. 22. Women’s combined, Feb. 23. Team 
event, Feb. 23. 


shorter, twistier course that is more unpredictable 
than the downhill. 

The skiers never get a chance to practice on 
the exact set of gates designed by a national team 
coach who is chosen by random lottery. Instead, 
skiers only inspect the course beforehand; in the 
2014 Olympic women’s super-G, seven of the first 
eight racers failed to finish. 

Norway has won the men’s gold four times in 
a row, including Svindal in 2010 and Jansrud in 
2014. Vonn is one of six women who won a World 
Cup super-G this season. 

Slalom 

In the slalom, athletes use shorter skis than in 
other events to weave through about 60 close-set 
gates in less than a minute. The 30 fastest racers 
start in reverse order for the second run. 

Slalom needs the iciest racing surface, and can 
run in falling snow and fog that would make the 
downhill or super-G speed races unsafe. 

Assuming they’re healthy, Shiffrin and Marcel 
Hirscher of Austria will be overwhelming favorites 
for gold. 

Course setters are picked randomly and, as 
luck would have it, Hirscher’s own coach, Mike 
Pircher, was selected for the Clympic slalom’s first 
run. Shiffrin is trying to become the first person to 
win consecutive slalom titles. 

Giant slalom 

Giant slalom, also called GS, requires sweep¬ 
ing turns through gates more than 30 feet apart. 
Times from two runs are combined. 

The Clympic race will be the first top-tier giant 
slalom at Yongpyong since March 2006, when 


a young American named Ted Ligety earned his 
first World Cup victory. That was before Ligety be¬ 
came “Mr. GS” with 24 World Cup wins, plus the 
2014 Olympic gold and three world championship 
titles. 

Before Ligety dominated from 2011-15, men’s 
GS was balanced between experts in slalom and 
downhill. Not now. In an era of more specialized 
training, none of today’s GS contenders even com¬ 
petes in downhill. 

The men’s race could be another duel between 
Hirscher and Henrik Kristofferen of Norway, while 
Shiffrin and world champion Tessa Worley of 
France are the women’s favorites. 

Combined 

Enjoy Alpine combined while you can. This 
might be the Clympic swan song for an event that 
combines the times from one downhill run and 
one slalom. 

Traditionalists love the mix of skills, but racers 
are so specialized now that those good at one dis¬ 
cipline tend not to be competitive at the other. 

The last two men’s world champions — 
Hirscher and Luca Aerni of Switzerland — were 
30th fastest in downhill, so got first use of a clean 
slalom course. 

Jansrud and Alexis Pinturault of France should 
contend. Swiss slalom specialist Wendy Holdener 
is world champion in an event that could be the 
tightest race between Shiffrin and Vonn. 

Team event 

Making its Clympic debut, the Alpine team 
event puts parallel racing in the Clympics. 

It is unlike any of the other 10 medal races, 
which are all individual events. 

This one has a 16-nation bracket; each team 
has two men and two women. There are a total of 
four 1-on-l runs down a giant slalom course; each 
should take about 25 seconds. If after two men’s 
races and two women’s races, the countries are at 
2-all, the tiebreaker is the best combined time of 
each country’s fastest man and woman. 

Scheduled for the last day of Alpine competi¬ 
tion, on the Yongpyong hill used for slalom and 
giant slalom. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Vonn will be an overwhelming favorite 
in the downhill in South Korea, having 
won the last three World Cup races in that 
event. She also could contend in the other 
speed event, the super-G, and the com¬ 
bined, which adds the time from one down¬ 
hill run and one slalom. 

Shiffrin, meanwhile, can — indeed, will 
be expected to — become the first with 
consecutive slalom golds; she won five of 
the past six World Cup slaloms she en¬ 
tered. She also could win a medal in the 
other technical event, the giant slalom, 
along with the combined, and is likely to be 
in the starting hut for speed events, too. 

“Lindsey was one of my really biggest 
idols growing up. And I still have an enor¬ 
mous respect for her. The career she’s had, 
the focus and energy that she puts into 
this sport,” said the younger Shiffrin, who 
studies video of Vonn’s downhill runs. “So 
to hear anybody with the kind of success 
that she’s had say anything remotely posi¬ 
tive about me is very flattering.” 

Vonn does have plenty of nice things to 
say about Shiffrin. 

During one recent interview, for ex¬ 
ample, she called Shiffrin an “amazingly 
talented skier” and praised her as some¬ 
one who “works incredibly hard” and who 
“definitely has a lot of possibilities in front 
of her.” 

While their careers have overlapped, 
they have not faced off much for a variety 
of factors. Among them: time Vonn lost 
to injuries, her focus on the downhill and 
super-G — she’s entered zero slaloms since 
2013 — and Shiffrin’s relatively recent ven¬ 
turing into those events. 

So while the two collected a combined 
194 top-three finishes in World Cup races, 
they did so on the same day only once. 

That was on Jan. 18, when Vonn was sec¬ 
ond and Shiffrin third in a downhill at Cor¬ 
tina d’Ampezzo, Italy. 

But who knows for how much longer 
that will even be a possibility? Vonn plans 
to compete for another World Cup season 
with two aims in mind: She wants to get 
permission for a barrier-breaking race 
against men and plans to eclipse Ingemar 
Stenmark’s mark of 86 career victories. 

If — when? — she does the latter, it could 
be just a matter of time until Shiffrin bet¬ 
ters Vonn’s record. After all, Shiffrin’s 41 
World Cup wins are the most for someone 
before her 23rd birthday and a remarkable 
34 more than Vonn accumulated by that 
age. Yes, you read that correctly: 34 more. 

Back during preseason training in New 
Zealand in 2015, Vonn and Shiffrin — ri¬ 
vals on the slopes, American teammates 
off—met at a coffee shop for hot cocoa and 
their first extended chat. 

They talked about life and family and, of 
course, skiing, and the idea of going head- 
to-head as Shiffrin prepared to expand her 
repertoire to include the speed races that 
have been Vonn’s domain for years and 
years. 

“I have a feeling,” Shiffrin said shortly 
after that heart-to-heart, “it could be one of 
those things where she’s not going to give 
it to me, and I’m sure as heck not going to 
give it to her.” 

AP Sports Writer Andrew Dampf contributed to 

this report. 
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Vonn, Shiffrin typify skiing’s 
best past, present, future a 


By Howard Fendrich and Pat Graham 

Associated Press 

S eparated in age by about a decade, Lindsey 
Vonn and Mikaela Shiffrin head to the Py- 
eongchang Olympics as the past, present and 
future of ski racing in the United States and 
around the world. 

In the World Cup, their sport’s annual measuring 
stick, Vonn, 33, owns four overall titles; Shiffrin, who 
turns 23 in March, is on pace for her second. Vonn has 
won 81 World Cup races, a record for a woman and 
second most for anyone in history; Shiffrin is halfway 
there. 

Each claimed an Olympic gold medal in her spe¬ 
cialty: Vonn in the downhill in 2010; Shiffrin in the 
slalom in 2014, when Vonn was out after right knee 


surgery. Now, with the opening ceremony 
in South Korea on Friday, arrives the first 
— and, presumably, last — chance for them 
to share the spotlight at a Winter Games. 

“The regard they have for each other is 
extraordinary. Lindsey is such an incred¬ 
ible, achieved athlete, and Mikaela looks at 
her that way, in awe of her. And at the same 
time, Lindsey is clearly in awe of Mikaela’s 
accomplishments, as is the entire world, of 
course,” US. Ski and Snowboard Association CEO 
Tiger Shaw said. “You have two of the most powerful 
women in the athletic world, and they’re both battling 
for their own goals, and they both want to achieve as 
many medals as possible in these Olympics.” 

SEE BEST ON PAGE 31 
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